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¢ Genesis 18 & 19 « But after the angels’
are divided into two announcement that
chapters, but they Sarah would have
go together. ason in a year, the

- These two chapters sense that ominous
form a |arge chiasm & disastrous events
(a mirror image in are about to take

writing), centeredon  place first grows,
Genesis 19:12-13. & is then fulfilled.



[image: image2.png]Genesis 18 has four main parts

« Part I: The three e Part lll: The three

‘men’ come, & men depart & the
Abraham invites Lord notes the many
them to eat a meal. sins of the cities of

« Part II: The three Sodom & Gomorrah.
‘men’ tell Abraham Part IV: Abraham
that Sarah will have pleads for the sake
a son by this time of the righteous in
next year, as Sodom, where his

Sarah listens. nephew Lot lives.




[image: image3.png]Who were the ‘men’
in Genesis 18 & 19?

* The ‘men’ were ‘the « One of these ‘men’

angel of the Lord’, is the Lord Himself,
which we take as as Genesis 18

the preincarnate makes clear:

Son of God (see + Genesis 18:1

notes on Genesis “Now the Lord
chapter 16, June appeared to him...”
29,pages2&3)& Genesis 18:13,

two created angels. “And the Lord said
to Abraham...”



[image: image4.png]Who were the ‘men’
in Genesis 18 & 19?

¢ There were three ¢ These ‘two angels’
who appeared as [created ones] were
‘men’ initially (see referred to & appear
Genesis 18:2) & as ‘men’ in Genesis
these included the 19:5,8,10, 12 & 16.
Lord, taken to be « But the two ‘men’
the same as ‘the not only warned Lot
angel of the Lord". of future events, but

« But Genesis 19:1 had supernatural

tells of ‘two angels’. powers (see 19:11).



[image: image5.png]Two angels appear as ‘men’ in Luke 24:1-5

But on the first day of the week, at early dawn,
they came to the tomb bringing the spices
which they had prepared. 2 And they found the
stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when
they entered, they did not find the body of the
Lord Jesus. 4 While they were perplexed about
this, behold, two men suddenly stood near
them in dazzling clothing; 5 and as the women
were terrified and bowed their faces to the
ground, the men said to them, "Why do you
seek the living One among the dead?"



[image: image6.png]Two angels appear as ‘men’ in Acts 1:9-11

And after He [Jesus] had said these things, He
was lifted up while they were looking on, and a
cloud received Him out of their sight. 10 And as
they were gazing intently into the sky while He
was going, behold, two men in white clothing
stood beside them. 11 They also said, "Men of
Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky?
This Jesus, who has been taken up from you
into heaven, will come in just the same way

as you have watched Him go into heaven."



[image: image7.png]Abraham was in tents!

e Abraham livedina  « Tents had flaps
tent, as did the rest & were oriented
of his very substantial  to allow a cross-
“tenthold’ of servants,  breeze through the

herdsmen, & their doorway, so that a
families. man could watch

« In the culture of the doorway, stay
Abraham'’s time & in the shade, & be
place, a tent was a in a breeze in the

‘formal’ structure. heat of the day.
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[image: image9.png]Hospitality: a cultural mandate

* Various cultures * Abraham bowed
in the middle east, himself down to
from ancient times, the earth (humble).

have placed a high  « Abraham gave them
priority on hospitality  more than he had
to strangers. offered to them.

* Abraham held to the « He stood as a
cultural mandate, & servant V\’IOU|d
he was both humble  while they sat’
& generous to them: & ate the food.



[image: image10.png]He washed their feet

* Washing the guests « But this account
feet, to wash off the seems to say that

abundant dust of Abraham himself
the road, was a acted as the lowly
standard gesture household servant,
of hospitality, but it even though he had
was typically done many servants of
by a servant. his own.

Of course, we know of Another who,
as a Servant, washed the feet of others.



[image: image11.png]Abraham was indeed
very humble & very hospitable

¢ Abraham was more + Abraham was more

humble than the hospitable than the
cultural norm, already hospitable
because he: cultural norm.
« Bowed himself to ¢ He served the men
the ground as if he were their
« Washed their feet servant & offered

them meat, which
was beyond the
cultural norm.

» Stood while the
men ate



[image: image12.png]Hebrews 13:1-2

Let love of the brethren continue.

2 Do not neglect to show hospitality

to strangers, for by this some have
entertained angels without knowing it.+

+ The specific references to some having
“entertained angels without knowing it” are
found in Genesis 18:1-10, 19:1-3 & Judges
13:15-25.



[image: image13.png]Then the conversation turns from
Abraham’s food to Abraham’s family

* The angels first
inquire as to where
Sarah was, but not
because they didn'’t
know the answer.

e The Lord (“He” in
verse 10 - see verse
13) told Abraham
that He would return
next year & that...

Abraham'’s wife
Sarah would then
have a son!

Sarah, on hearing
this, laughed, since
she & Abraham were
past childbearing
years, speaking

in typical & purely
human terms.



[image: image14.png]Abraham’s ages

Ishmael Sarah
is born dies
| |
75 86 100 137 175

| |
Abraham |[lsaac |4 Genesis18 Abraham
leaves is born |[is the year dies

Haran before this.



[image: image15.png]God'’s viewpoint on
what looms for Sodom

* As the three men * The sins of these
are departing, God cities of the plain
says that in view of are an “outcry” to
the relationship He God (see Genesis
has with Abraham, 18:20, 21; 19:30).
He must tell him - God “goes down”
about what looms to see the spiritual
for the cities of & moral conditions

Sodom & Gomorrah.  of these cities.

When God ‘goes down’, judgment follows.
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[image: image17.png]Abraham knew
that doom was looming

* We are not directly  » He knew well that

told how Abraham his own nephew Lot

knew that doomwas  was a resident & a

looming for Sodom. city leaderin Sodom
+ He already knew & Abraham had

the character of already rescued Lot

Sodom (Genesis once, at great risk

14:22-23). to himself.



[image: image18.png]Pleading as
‘dickering’ or ‘haggling’ with God

* Abraham asked if * Abraham did not
God would preserve seem to know that
the whole city of God was going to
Sodom for sake remove Lot's family
of fifty, forty, thirty, & destroy all of the
twenty, & finally ten unrighteous in the

righteous there. cities of Sodom &
« Abraham stopped at ~ Gomorrah —the
ten, but, aswe'llsee,  ‘Whole city’ would

there were not ten. not be preserved.



[image: image19.png]When Abraham rescued Lot: Genesis 14:16

He brought back all the goods, and also
brought back his relative Lot with his
possessions, and also the women,

and the people.



[image: image20.png]Take note of
Abraham’s poetic pleading

* Verse 27: "Now * Verse 31: "Now
behold, | have behold, | have
ventured to speak ventured to speak
to the Lord, to the Lord...".
although | am but - Verse 32: "Oh may
dust and ashes.” the Lord not be

* Verse 30: "Oh may angry, and | shall
the Lord not be speak only this
angry, and | shall once...", meaning,

speak...". "one last time".



[image: image21.png]It's about God’s character

* Abraham'’s pleading <+ Abraham appealed

does not seem to to God on the basis
be a pattern for us. of His justice:

¢ Abraham could * Genesis 18:25,
only plead with “Shall not the Judge
God, by knowing of all the earth deal
God’s character, justly?”
& knowing thathe . jystice would not
had a relationship treat the righteous

with God Himself. like the wicked.



[image: image22.png]It's about God’s character

* Abraham called * Abraham also saw
God “the Judge God as having
of all the earth.” dominion over all
(Genesis 18:25). the earth — not just

e He saw God as a a local god or a god
moral God — the of limited power &
standard of all domain, competing
righteousness. with other gods.

Our understanding of God's character
directly impacts how we live.



[image: image23.png]It's about
a personal relationship with God

¢ Abraham could * In our study of
approach the Lord Genesis we have
to speak with Him seen & will see
because Abraham that Abraham
had a personal converses with
relationship with God in a variety
Him that led to of ways & about a
fellowship with Him. number of things.

It is God'’s intent that we converse with Him in
a variety of ways & about a number of things.
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