[image: image1.png]Why study 1 Corinthians 6:9-20
—right in the middle of Genesis?

* In our study of « After Sodom &
Genesis chapter 19 Gomorrah were
we saw some sick destroyed, & Lot's
sexual behaviors: wife died by ignoring
« The men of Sodom a warning not to look
wanted to carry out  back, Lot’s own
a same sex gang daughters’ scheme
rape on two ‘male’ to prOVide heirs for

strangers, who were their father was to
in reality angels. have sons by him.



[image: image2.png]Why study 1 Corinthians 6:9-20
—right in the middle of Genesis?

* What do the sins of
Sodom & Gomorrah,
as unbelievers, &
the sins of Lot the
believer, along with
his two daughters —
possibly believers —
have to do with
us here, in the
body of Christ?

* The general nature
of the sins of Sodom
& Gomorrah, & of
Lot & his daughters,
are brought up in 1
Corinthians 6:9-20,
plus a whole lot
more, along with, &
by the richness of
God's amazing grace.



[image: image3.png]About this city of Corinth

e Corinth was widely  + Believers in Corinth

known around the had all come out of
Roman Empire for this deeply pagan
its rampant sexual & immoral culture.
immorality, even - So, should the
though the Roman believers in the
Empire was already  pody of Christ be
steeped in sexual any different than
immorality & gross the culture around

idolatry. them? How, & why?



[image: image4.png]About this church at Corinth

* In this first letter * But the believers
to the believers at in Corinth were, in
Corinth Paul gave general, spiritually
these believers full immature & fleshly
assurance of what (1 Corinthians 3:1-4).
God had done in . They were up to
their lives, & that about five years old

He is indeed faithful in the Lord, but Paul

(1 Corinthians 1:1-9;  had hoped for more
1:30, et al). spiritual maturity.



[image: image5.png]Once again?

¢ As Paul wrote this « But Paul did not

letter, he repeated simply repeat
certain principles, himself verbatim.
in orderto make his  « Often he restated
message clear, & the key principles
we will see that in in different words
the passage we or from a different
are studying today. perspective.

Paul used a Jewish way of emphasis: repetition



[image: image6.png]Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not
inherit the kingdom of God?

Do not be deceived; neither
fornicators, nor
idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor
effeminate, nor
homosexuals, 10 nor ‘exampl_es of ,
thieves, nor the unrighteous
the covetous, nor
drunkards, nor
revilers, nor
swindlers, will

inherit the kingdom of God.



[image: image7.png]Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not
inherit the kingdom of God?

Do not be deceived; neither

fornicators, nor Five sexual sins
idolaters, nor (‘idolaters’ had a

adultere_rs, nor sexual implication
effeminate, nor h .
in Corinth)

homosexuals, 10 nor
thieves, nor

the covetous, nor
drunkards, nor Five nonsexual sins

revilers, nor
swindlers, will

inherit the kingdom of God.
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[image: image9.png]So who are “the unrighteous”

¢ Paul made clear
to his readers &
also to us that
“the unrighteous”
are unbelievers, &
not the saints who
have been saved
by faith in Christ:

¢ 1 Corinthians 6:1,

“Does any one of
you, when he has

a case against his
neighbor, dare to
go to law before the
unrighteous and not
before the saints?”

2 Peter 2:9 has a similar clear contrast.



[image: image10.png]Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not
inherit the kingdom of God?

Do not be deceived; neither
fornicators, nor

idolaters, nor These are nouns,
adulterers, nor which means that

effeminate, nor these people are
homosexuals, 10 nor defined by what

thieves, nor they do — that is
the covetous, nor their fundamental

drunkards, nor
revilers, nor
swindlers, will

inherit the kingdom of God.

identity because
they don't believe.



[image: image11.png]Fornicators, idolaters, adulterers

* Fornicators: This * Adulterers: In the
referred to sexual Roman Empire
intimacy of any kind adultery was illegal,
outside of marriage. but adultery was

« ldolaters: While only defined as
primarily about the sexual intimacy v_wth
worship of idols, anc_)the_r man'’s wife,
this also included which is why Paul
temple prostitutes, also used other

male & female. terms in this list.



[image: image12.png]Effeminate, homosexuals

» Effeminate:

Based on a word
that meant ‘soft’,
the Greek word in
this context referred
to the one who took
on a female role

in a homosexual
act or relationship.

¢ Homosexuals:
This word is from
a compound of the
Greek words for
‘male’ + ‘bed’, &
it referred to the
one who took on
amaleroleina
homosexual act
or relationship.



[image: image13.png]Thieves, the covetous

e Thieves: This sinis * Covetous: This

one that the Jews sin is one that
saw as sin, but the is in the heart.
Roman Empire « Coveting is not
made theft a civil initially expressed
problem & not a outwardly.
criminal problem. « The Jews viewed
» Some pagans coveting as sin,
prayed to steal but the Gentile

with more skill. pagans did not.



[image: image14.png]Drunkards, revilers, swindlers

¢ Drunkards:
Drunkenness was
considered a sin
among the Jews,
but not among the
Gentile pagans, who
worshipped the god
of wine (the Roman
‘Bacchus’ or Greek
‘Dionysus’).

Revilers: This word
referred to someone
using aggressively
abusive speech.
Swindlers: A thief
who stole from
others by trickery:
faking a personal

or business
transaction.



[image: image15.png]What's this about
‘not inheriting the kingdom of God'?

¢ Paul wrote this kind ¢ Those who were

of message three or are unbelievers,
times in his letters: whose identity was
+ 1 Corinthians 6:9,10.  or is defined by their
. Galatians 5:19-21 sins, would have no
. : ’ part in the coming
* Ephesians 5:3-5. reign of Christ.

Conversely, we who believe will have a
glorious part in the coming reign of Christ.
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[image: image17.png]“Such were some of you...”

* So what Paul was « But notice that Paul

saying was that used the key word
these believers in ‘were’.

Corinth included + The identification
people who had with & by these
been identified activities & lifestyles
with & by these was ‘past tense’.
activities & « But how did this ‘big
lifestyles.

change’ take place?



[image: image18.png]Washed, sanctified, & justified

* Paul wrote that * Paul credits Jesus
the believers had Christ & the Holy
summarily been Spirit for these
‘washed, sanctified, actions upon the
& justified’ & those believers who had
actions by God's been so radically
doing had been changed.
the momentous « By Ephesians 1:3
pivot points in the we can also credit

believers’ lives. the Father.



[image: image19.png]Washed, sanctified, & justified

¢ The believers had * They had been
been spiritually & sanctified — set
morally washed apart for God's
(cleansed; Hebrews purpose & made
10:22: the washing holy which was a
was a completed completed past
past action for those  action as well (1
who have believed). Corinthians 1:2).

They had already been justified —
declared righteous — by faith (Romans 5:1)



[image: image20.png]God had brought about
a radical spiritual change

¢ The people from « But once these
Corinth had been people believed,
defined by the they were changed:
things that they washed, sanctified,
did habitually. & justified.

« Without Christ, * They were no
they would have longer in their
remained in their trespasses & sins,
trespasses & sins but God made them

(Ephesians 2:1-3). to be in Christ.



[image: image21.png]The unbeliever’s position in Ephesians 2:1,3

And you were dead in your trespasses and sins...

Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts
of our flesh...

The unbeliever’s position in John 8:24

Therefore | said to you that you will die in your
sins; for unless you believe that | am He, you
will die in your sins.

The believer's position in 2 Corinthians 5:21

He made Him who knew no sin to be sin
on our behalf, so that we might become
the righteousness of God in Him.



[image: image22.png]So what's the basic need?

* The unbelievers’ * So the unbeliever
basic spiritual does not have a
problem will not basic need to be
be resolved by made into ‘a nice
changing their unbeliever.’
behavior(s). « The unbeliever

* Whether the sins does have a basic
are large or small in need to believe, &
our eyes, they will so to be placed

still be ‘in their sins’. into Christ.



[image: image23.png]Sins or righteousness:
It's a matter of position

Unbeliever: Believer:

in trespasses in Christ’s
& sins righteousness

The difference in these positions is belief.
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[image: image25.png]A Hebrew poetry pattern (NIV)

1 Corinthians 6:12 — a principle personalized

Everything is permissible for me -

but not everything is beneficial.
Everything is permissible for me -

but / will not be mastered by anything.

1 Corinthians 10:23 — a principle generalized
Everything is permissible -

but not everything is beneficial.
Everything is permissible -

but not everything is constructive.



[image: image26.png]1 Corinthians 6:13

Food is for the stomach and
the stomach is for food, but

God will do away with both of them.

Yet the body is not for immorality, but
for the Lord, and
the Lord is for the body.

The Greeks had equated the need of the
body for food with the need of the body for

sexual satisfaction, but without consideration
of God'’s provision in time & purpose for each.




[image: image27.png]1 Corinthians 6:13

Food is for the stomach and
the stomach is for food, but
God will do away with both of them.

Yet the body is not for immorality, but
for the Lord, and
the Lord is for the body.

The Greeks had also created a separation
in their thinking between spiritual things &

physical things, so that physical actions were
thought to have no real spiritual impact.




[image: image28.png]As Christ was raised
so we shall be raised

« Believers have been + So as Christ was
made to be in Christ, raised, & we, having
having been baptized  been identified with

(immersed so as to Him, were raised
bring about a radical  with Him, we can
change) into Him walk in newness
(Romans 6:3; 1 of life now & will
Corinthians 1:30; one day have new

Galatians 3:27). bodies like His.



[image: image29.png]Who you are is now all about Christ

¢ In 1 Corinthians * For the believer
6:15-18 Paul paints (who was joined to
a picture such that Christ & is in Christ)

the believer is all to join himself to a
about Christ: prostitute is to live

* The believer has out a spiritual
been joined to monstrosity:
Christ (Romans « Christ is joined to
7:1-6). the prostitute! 4

Christ is a co-participant in all that we do!



[image: image30.png]You are a temple — who paid for it?

1 Corinthians 6:19-20
Or do you not know that your body is a temple
of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you
have from God, and that you are not your own?
20 For you have been bought with a price:
therefore glorify God in your body.

1 Corinthians 7:23

You were bought with a price; do not become
slaves of men.

Another reason for each believer to carefully
consider what is done with the body.



[image: image31.png]You are: joined, indwelt, bought

¢ As believers, we « All three persons of
have been joined the Trinity - eternal
to Christ, indwelt deity - are each one
by the Holy Spirit personally involved
& bought with the in who we are as
price of Christ's believers in Christ.
very life, all by the . WwWhat we decide to
Father’s intent & do with our bodies
direction. has huge spiritual

implications.



[image: image32.png]


















Holly Hills Bible Church – 29 Genesis series – July 27, 2008

1 Corinthians 6:9-20 – Sex, secular society & the Savior - page 2 of 4

