[image: image1.png]Genesis 20:
Why is this account here?

* In one way, « But this chapter's
the events of this events have several
chapter could things to teach us &
have been left out that is why it is here
altogether, since in Genesis.
nothing in it was « Let's learn those
pivotal to the critical deep & precious
events that were truths together,

about to unfold. shall we?
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[image: image3.png]What is Abraham’s problem — again?

¢ This time, as ¢ But Abraham's
Abraham moved problem was not
closer to, but not just that he was
actually in Egypt, fearful & was a
he had this same compulsive liar
fearful response: V\{hen under similar

* “Sarah is my sister”. C|.rcumstances.

« This was half true, ~ * His problem was
since she actua”y that He did not trust

was his half sister. the Lord in them.



[image: image4.png]This is the 15t of five
biblical ‘Abimelechs’

¢ The Abimelech in
Genesis 20 is the
15t of five biblical
‘Abimelechs’.

« While it might have
been a title, likely it
was a personal
name meaning,
“My father is king”
or “Royal father”.

» This 1t Abimelech,
here in Genesis 20,
was king of what
was then the city
of Gerar.

* We'll see him again
in Genesis 21:22-34,
when he will make
a covenant with
Abraham.



[image: image5.png]Now that could be a problem!

* Abimelech sent for « But God was going
& took Sarah, likely to take action to

into his harem. assure that His own
« But even though one-way promises
Abimelech didn't to Abraham would
know he was doing be maintained.
anything wrong, * So what could have
there was a great been a very serious
deal wrong with problem indeed was

what took place. avoided altogether.



[image: image6.png]Is it safe for God to talk with ‘strangers’?

* Very soon after ¢ God told Abimelech
he took in Sarah, what to do so that
Abimelech had a his people wouldn't
dream - a deliberate suffer the serious
revelation by God - consequences of
in which God told his being intimate
Abimelech the truth. with Sarah.

* Now Abimelech * God spoke to him
responded to what for his own safety,

God said, & then... & for Abraham'’s.
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* God spoke to
Abimelech, an
unbeliever, in
a dream.

« Not only were
dreams taken very
seriously in ancient
times, but God has
revealed much
through dreams.

But in our own day,
God has spoken to
us in His Son, the
Living Word & also
through Scripture,
the written word.

We now have God's
truth ‘once for all
delivered to the
saints’ (Jude 3).



[image: image8.png]Sarah, the ‘dream girl'?

¢ God told Abimelech
that he was “a dead
man”, a figure of
speech pointing to
the certainty of his
death, since Sarah
was Abraham’s
wife, not just his
sister, as he had
falsely claimed.

Sarah herself had
confirmed that ‘she
was his brother’.

Abimelech claimed
& God confirmed
that Abimelech had

acted in keeping
with what he had

understood as the
truth, & his culture.



[image: image9.png]So God told Abimelech...

¢ That God Himself e That if Abimelech
had kept Abimelech did not restore

from sinning Sarah to Abraham,
against Sarah. her husband, that

« To restore Sarah Abimelech & all
to her husband, his people would
who is a prophet, die — he would lose
so that he will pray his life & his entire
for you. kingdom would die

as well.



[image: image10.png]After a meeting of
Abimelech’s ‘security council’...

* Abimelech arose * Abimelech then
early that day immediately called
(wouldn't you?) Abraham to surface
& he met with his the truth & follow
‘servants’ — likely through on what
his highest level God had said to do.
court counselors. « Abraham made

« All they could do, excuses in detail,

of course, was to be but that didn’t really
severely frightened. change anything.



[image: image11.png]Abimelech does the right thing

* Abimelech gave * Abimelech also
sheep & oxen & told Abraham that
male & female he could settle
servants to wherever he
Abraham... pleased.

And he gave his ¢ And he told Sarah
wife Sarah back that he had given
to him, too (what 1000 pieces of

a surprise!). silver to ‘her brother’.



[image: image12.png]Abraham prayed for Abimelech

* Abraham did pray « In a culture where

for Abimelech, just having an heir & a
as God had told future lineage was
Abimelech to ask very important

for, & with his (both of these men
prayer restored had names that

to Abimelech’s included a word
household the meaning ‘father’),
ability to bear this was no small

children. matter.



[image: image13.png]Sometimes even a believer...

¢ Abraham was * We, too, can find
a believer, but it ourselves stuck in a
appears that he had rut of dependence
a settled strategy upon ourselves
(Genesis 20:13) instead of upon
of not trusting God's God, in any given
promises in this set of earthly
area of his life. circumstances.

Learning to depend upon God in these
circumstances is a matter of spiritual growth.



[image: image14.png]This same thing happened
again & again & again

« This “she is my ¢ As believers are we
sister” approach & those we love not
happened three far better off truly
times in Genesis, learning the lessons
twice with Abraham that God has been
& once with Isaac. teaching us...

« It may have * And then passing
happened even them graciously
more time than along to others that

we know of. we know & love?



[image: image15.png]Like Abraham, we can
count upon God’s blessings

¢ Abraham could * We get to count
count upon all the upon all the ways
ways that God had in which we have
promised to bless been blessed —
Him — in the future. already, right now,

« But we arein a & even untouchable
different position in the heavenlies,
than Abraham: every single one.

A pivotal truth: Christ in you & you in Christ



[image: image16.png]God is infinitely merciful & gracious

¢ God had no desire  *» God's mercy &
to actually carry out grace for us are to

judgments against be the motivators in

Abimelech & his our lives to stir us,

people. from thankfulness,
« In the account we to live out the life

read this morning, He has revealed to

God was merciful & provided for us

& He was gracious. ~ (Romans 12:1).

God is faithful!
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