[image: image1.png]Genesis 21:
a chapter of three completions

* Genesis chapter ¢ The sending away
21 has three parts, of Hagar & Ishmael.

each part being a « A covenant made

completion or wrap-  petween Abraham
up of situations that & Abimelech.

had been building, « Each of these three

or at Ie?St begun, . events is not only a
from prior chapters: completion, but the

* The birth of Isaac, start of something
as God promised. new as well.



[image: image2.png]Isaac had been promised by God,
with increasing clarity

* Genesis 12:2a, * Genesis 17:19bc,
“I will make you “...Sarah your wife
a great nation...”. will bear you a son,

+ Genesis 12:7b,“...to  and you shall call
your descendants...”  his name Isaac...”.

+ Genesis 15:4,“...one * Genesis 18:14cd,
who will come forth “...at this time next

from your own body, ~ Year... Sarahuwill
he shall be your heir” have ason..”.



[image: image3.png]Isaac was born,
as God had promised

Sarah conceived * The name Isaac
& bore a son, as means “laughter”.
God had said, at * On hearing that
the very time God they would become
had said (Genesis parents in their ‘old
18:10, 14). age’, Abraham &

* Abraham named Sarah each ‘took
his son ‘Isaac’, just turns’ laughing at

as God had told him  the news (Genesis
(Genesis 17:19, 21). 17:17 & 18:12).



[image: image4.png]Isaac was circumcised at eight days

« At eight days Isaac
was circumcised,
just as the Lord had
told Abraham to do
(Genesis 17:12).

* Ishmael was not
circumcised at eight
days, but at the time
Abraham was told
about circumcision.
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[image: image6.png]Genesis 21:6-7

Sarah said, "God has made laughter for me;
everyone who hears will laugh with me."

7 And she said, "Who would have said to
Abraham that Sarah would nurse children?
Yet | have borne him a son in his old age."

Sarah gave God the full credit for this most
startling birth, saying that God made laughter
for her & others will be laughing with her. In

verse 7 Sarah says that there was surprise
that she would bear a son & nurse a child,
yet that is exactly what God had been telling
them, with increasing clarity, all along.




[image: image7.png]Laughter of a different kind

« Sarah then saw
Ishmael, at about
14 years of age,
mocking Isaac.

¢ Ishmael isn't named
in this account, &
wasn't named again
from the day he was
circumcised until
Abraham'’s death.

Instead, Ishmael is
called, “the son of

this maid”, or “the

son of the maid”.

Ishmael's mocking

would not gain him

anything, but would
instead assure that
he & his mother left
their home.



[image: image8.png]Sarah said & God said

* Having seen « According to the
Ishmael mock ancient laws, this
Isaac, Sarah now would avoid having
saw the problems Ishmael be the heir.
that their humanly + God then assured
devised scheme Abraham that this
had ‘birthed’. action would be OK

* She told Abraham — Ishmael would
to send Hagar & become a nation

Ishmael away. & have a future.



[image: image9.png]Getting up early

* Abraham got up * When their bread

early & sent off & water supply
Hagar & Ishmael was exhausted,
with some bread Hagar expected
& a ‘skin’ of water. them both to die

« This action put them & she wept.
out of Abraham’s * God then assured
household & out her that her son
of the lineage as would have a

Abraham'’s heir. future.



[image: image10.png]Abraham & Abimelech

¢ These two men * Abimelech came
had quite a time with his general,
between them, as Phicol, to make sure
Genesis chapter that everything was
20 has told us. OK between them.

* Abimelech, * Abraham swore
apparently not that there will be
wanting any more no more falsehood,
similar incidents, but claimed there

came to Abraham. was a well problem.



[image: image11.png]Well, well, well

¢ Abraham gave ¢ The lambs were
sheep & oxen to witness to the well
Abimelech, which that Abraham had
sounds like he gave dug, at the place
him back all the called ‘Be’ersheba’.
animals Abimelech . Apraham planted
had given to him a tamarisk tree in
(Genesis 20:14). Be'ersheba (which

* He also gave him likely means ‘well

seven ewe lambs. of the oath’).



[image: image12.png]What Abraham & Sarah
did on their own

* They told the ruler ¢ Abraham & Sarah

where they were each took turns

that Sarah was just laughing at the idea

Abraham'’s sister that God would give

(Genesis 12 & 20). them a son through
- They came up with Sarah, since she

a scheme to make was beyond normal

a baby, in their own  childbearing years
way, & in their own (Genesis 17:17 &
time (Genesis 16). 18:12; amused?).



[image: image13.png]So what about what Abraham
& Sarah did on their own?

¢ Abraham & Sarah « But each of their

did what seemed best efforts to do
like the right thing something that
to do. was done apart

« Very likely they felt ~ from the Lord, even
like it was the right if it seemed like it
thing to do. was consistent with

God’s will in some
way, was futile, or
worse.

* And the culture was
in solid support of
some of it, too.



[image: image14.png]When we’ve taken a wrong turn,
there is a way back

* Since God's intent « All we have to do

is always & ever is agree with God
that we walk in about the sin(s),
fellowship with Him, & turn to Him for
even when we have renewed fellowship
wandered far from - immediately.

the path that He « We can count on
intended, we can Him to do all of the
turn to Him & walk forgiving & cleansing,

in fellowship again. at His own expense.



[image: image15.png]There may be consequences
& we may need to set things right

¢ Abraham & Sarah
finally saw that God
was indeed faithful,
& credited God for
their son, Isaac.

* But Abraham had
to send Hagar &
Ishmael, who were
once their hope for
an heir, away.

Abraham made
Abimelech very
concerned about
his truthfulness.

Ultimately he paid
Abimelech back
with animals, &
swore an oath,
promising him

‘no falsehood'.



[image: image16.png]What does God want?

¢ God has revealed
Himself & has done
everything needed
in order for us to
have eternal life,
which is not just
living forever, but
is knowing Him
(John 17:3).

God’s will is that
we walk in intimate
fellowship with Him.

God's will is that we
walk by faith in the
revealed spiritual
facts — what God'’s
word has conveyed
as ‘the truth’.
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