[image: image1.png]Genesis chapter 23
will seem strange, unless...

* Most of Genesis « In the past we have
chapter 23 seems said that the things
to be consumed to observe about
with Abraham each passage of the
‘haggling’ with the Bible are /anguage,
locals over a place history & culture.
to bury the body of . |n this case, the
his wife, Sarah. culture is the key

« At first glance it may  to understanding
seem ‘non-spiritual’. the passage.



[image: image2.png]But is Genesis 23 ‘spiritual’?

* While Genesis 23 * Abraham'’s haggling

seems to be full of with the locals was
Abraham haggling, so that he would
when we come to have a permanent
understand the burial place in the
culture in context land, because he
with the rest of believed God that
Genesis, we see this land would
that Abraham was belong to his

‘haggling by faith’. descendants.
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the understanding of an afterlife?

* The Bible reveals * Genesis itself does

truth progressively, not reveal much
that is, more was regarding life after
being revealed as this life, but we are
more books were not left clueless:
being written. « The book of Job

* Since Genesis was was written about
the earliest book, the same time as
mostly addressing Abraham'’s lifetime

a focused history... (around 2000 BC).
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Sarah died at the age of 127

* Sarah died at 127 ¢ Abraham mourned

years old, which & wept for her, as
would have put was the custom,
Abraham at 137 but also as one

& Isaac at 37. would expect.

* Sarah died at * They were married
Kiriath-Arba, also more than 62 years,
known as Hebron, & she had born his
first mentioned in heir by a miracle, as

Genesis 13:18. God had promised.



[image: image5.png]Genesis 23:1-2

Abraham’s ages
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Let the haggling begin!

* Abraham got up * He told them that

from mourning he was a stranger
his wife & asked & sojourner among
the sons of Heth to them, which was
give him a burial why he had no land.
site for his wife. + The word translated
¢ Abraham was not ‘give’ did not mean
in an ideal position, that Abraham was
since he needed to asking for the land

have it real soon. for free, as a gift.
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The first round

¢ The sons of Heth e The way around
made a first round the laws was to
offer that granted have the elders
Abraham any place grant him special
he wished. status, which was

« This was quite an why Abraham
offer, in that there spoke to the song
were laws there to of Heth, & why they
prevent foreigners called him ‘a mighty

from owning land. prince among’ them.
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What's with, “Hear us” & “hear me”?

«In Genesis chapter
23, “Hear us” or
“hear me” was used
inverses 6, 8 & 11.

 This was legal jargon
of the day, used in
proceedings among
a group of elders,
typically at the city
gate (Genesis 23:10).

In verse 13 we
read, “If you will
only please listen to
me...”, & in verse
15, “listen to me”.

‘Listen’ in each case
is the same Hebrew
word translated as
“hear” in verses 6,

8 & 11 (shamad).
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Round two
* Abraham then * Abraham requested
asked the elders to that he pay the ‘full
approach Ephron price’ for the cave,
the son of Zohar & that the sale of
for him: the cave take place
- To ‘give’ him the in the presence of
cave of Machpelah the elders.
which he owned, * And Ephron the son
which was at the of Zohar was right

end of his field. there among them.
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Round three

« Ephron the son of « Because given that

Zohar offered that he was a foreigner,
Abraham simply receiving land under
have the land for special permission,
free, which might a gift of land could
have seemed be taken back, so...
generous. * Abraham insisted

« But Abraham did on paying full price
not want the cave & would not receive

for free. Why? the land as a gift.
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Closing the deal

* So Ephronthe son  « Ephron’s use of

of Zohar agreed to “between me and
sell the cave to you” was also legal
Abraham for 400 terminology, used in
shekels of silver. Old Testament era
« The amount was covenants.

weighed out right * Now 400 shekels
then in front of the was a price gouge,
elders of the city but Abraham was

(the sons of Heth). willing to pay it.



[image: image12.png]Genesis 23:17, 18 & 20

“deeded over”

e Verses 17,18 & 20 « But what was
were all legal deed recorded here was
language, a bit like not just legalese,
to our own culture’s but rather Abraham
legal descriptions of acting on faith that
properties & deeds. God had promised

« Abraham had done this land to his
everything legallyto ~ descendants.
make sure that the < It was a spiritual
land remained his. transaction — faith.
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Sarah was buried there

* Genesis 23:19 says + Sarah (23:19), then

simply that Sarah Abraham (25:8-9),
was buried there. along with Isaac &

- But this purchase Rebekah, his wife,
of land began the & Leah, the wife of
fulfillment of God's Jacob (49:30-31),
promise that the & later Jacob, too,
land would belong (50:13) were buried
to Abraham’s there.

descendants.



[image: image14.png]What did he see in her?

* Imagine how « From that one
Abraham came true God-appointed
to view Sarah: heir, through Sarah,

+ She had been the would come the

miracle mom, giving  descendants who

birth at a humorous ~ Would be as many

age to Abraham’s as the sand of the
one true God- seashore & the

appointed heir. stars of the heavens.



[image: image15.png]Truths to live by

* Abraham haggled, * Sometimes faith,

not for the best though invisible,
price he could get, (Hebrews 11:1),

but for the purchase relying on God,
arrangement that who is unseen,

was based on faith (Hebrews 11:27)

in what God had expresses itself in
said to him several very visible & public

decades before. ways — right here!
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