[image: image1.png]Long long ago,
in a geography far, far away...

« Like the chapter ¢ There is actually
before, Genesis quite a bit of written
chapter 24 is best material from
understood in view Abraham'’s time,
of the culture of that in the region where
time & place. he sent his servant

« Practices that seem  to find a bride for
oddtous were 2nd  Isaac- &thatis a
nature’ to the ones cultural difference

living in that day. right there.
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* Isaac was born
when Abraham

was 100 years old.

« Sarah died when
Abraham was 137
years old.

By this time, Isaac
was somewhere
between 37 & 75
years old!

¢ One reason that
finding a wife for
Isaac might have
been difficult was
that Abraham, as
we'll see, did not
even remotely want
Isaac to take a wife
from among the
Canaanite people.



[image: image3.png]Genesis 24:1
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Eliezer, or...

¢ In Genesis 15:2 * By the time we
Abram (later called come to Genesis
Abraham) said: chapter 24, verse
"O Lord God, what 2 refers only to
will You give me, “...his servant,
since | am childless, the oldest of his
and the heir of my household, who
house is Eliezer had charge of all
of Damascus?" that he owned...”.

Eliezer may have been this same steward.
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Abraham entrusted his servant
with finding a wife for his son Isaac

* Abraham entrusted

a highly critical
stewardship to his
servant: to find a
wife for Isaac.

The wife must not
be from among the
Canaanites, but
from Abraham’s

own family in Nahor.

« This point was also

clear: Isaac must
not return to Nahor!

¢ Abraham made his

servant swear an
oath that included
swearing by a deity,
a promise, & a
physical gesture

of some fitting kind.
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Abraham was ‘entrusting by faith’

e Abraham, it seems, < And Abraham didn't
was quite convinced  want to cause any

that God wanted confusion in God's
him in the land. fulfillment of the

+ He didn't even want ~ Promise that the
Isaac to leave the land would belong
land that God had to his descendents &
shown him. not the Canaanites.

Abraham even summarized God’s promise.
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Here comes the camel caravan

¢ The ten camels « With ten camels,
were, in themselves loaded with costly
a sign of wealth, goods, the servant
since many people no doubt had other
didn’t even have men with him to
one (Job 1:3,17). protect the camel

» Then the camels caravan.
were loaded with ¢ The camels will be

costly goods to pay spoken of 17 times
the ‘bride price’. in this one chapter!
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The servant's strategy — part 1

* The servant had * Women would
formed a particular typically come in
strategy, which can groups - for safety
best be understood - in the morning &
from the culture of evening, each with
that time & place: a 3 gallon clay water

- A well outside of the ~ Pot, so that each
city would allow one  draw from the well
to water animals, meant pulling up
such as the camels.  about 35 pounds.
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The servant’s strategy — part 2

* Now a stranger
might politely ask
for a drink, by the
typical hospitality
customs of the day.
But a stranger
would not expect a
woman to water his
camels — especially
10 of them!

* So the woman who
would offer to draw
out water for all ten
camels without
even being asked
was extraordinary!

» Especially since
each camel could
drink up to 25
gallons of water!
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Genesis 24:12-14 is the 15t prayer
for God’s guidance in the Bible

* The servant’s * While we see this
condition for kind of guidance in
knowing God's the Old Testament
selection of a wife (Gideon, urim &
for Isaac was that thummim, etc.), &
the woman who even early in Acts,
would offer, without the New Testament
request, to water does not call for us
the camels also to be guided by God

would be the one. in this same way.



[image: image12.png]The “Big Picture” God's sovereign will is
on God's will fixed & irreversible, &
includes your position

& possessions in Him.

* God’s moral will is
revealed in Scripture &
is intended to be lived
by the life of Christ.

*God'’s individual will
consists mostly of
learning to make wise
decisions, with godly

www.hollyhillsbiblechurch.org  wisdom rather than
‘Messages’, ‘Biblical Counseling worldly wisdom.




[image: image13.png]A prayer opportunity,
whether in singleness or marriage

* While finding God's  * There is likewise
will is not now by the  an opportunity to
same approach as pray for oneself or
was done then, there  another, to know
is still an opportunity  how God has gifted

to pray for the Lord each one, either
to provide a godly with singleness
spouse for yourself, or marriage, & for

or someone you love, each to grow in the
or to grow into one. gift God has given.
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More than he prayed for

* Abraham’s servant
prayed to be able to
know the woman of
God'’s choice by her
being hospitable &
generous far beyond
what was typical.

« But whether this
servant knew it or
not when he prayed,
the hospitable &
generous woman
had qualities above
what he asked for.

Ephesians 3:20, “Now to Him who is able to do far
more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think...”
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Bracelets & brothers

* Rebekah finished ¢ On asking whose
watering the camels household she was
(up to 80+ water from, & if there was
jugs fullll!) & the lodging, the servant
servant then gave found that she was
her gold bracelets of his own master's
weighing about brother's house, &
four ounces, & there was lodging

a gold ring. for them all, too.
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An Abraham, Isaac & Jacob family tree

Terah
Nahor Milcah Abraham Sairah Haran
4
Bethuel Lot Milcah Iscah
Laban  Rebekah |saac | Notes:

¢ Unnamed spouses
are not shown.

e Sarah was a daughter
of Terah by a different
mother (Genesis 20:12).

Leah — Rachel—Jacob Esau




[image: image20.png]Genesis 24:26-27

Then the man bowed low and worshiped the
Lord. 27 He said, "Blessed be the Lord, the
God of my master Abraham, who has not
forsakenand His truth
toward my master; as for me, the Lord has
guided me in the way to the house of my
master's brothers."

This servant was indeed a believer. In these
verses He worshipped & glorified God, who

had expressed His eternal character toward
Abraham through the servant, & provided
guidance above what he had asked for.
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It began with a ‘puzzling personality’

* We see in this ¢ Laban, Rebekah's
account that: brothe_r is the one

« Bethuel, Rebekah’s ~ Who gives lodging
father, is named, for the servant & his

but only once shows ~ caravan, & he is the
upin person(vs.50).  Prominent man in

* Rebekah’s mother the arrangement for
is more prominent the marriage of his

than Bethuel (verse s!ster (so, i_s Bethuel
28, 53, 55). sickly or wimpy?).
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You can say that again

* Verses 28-49 are « This pattern of
partly a retellingof a  restatement is not
few events earlier in only found in a few
Genesis, but mostly places in Genesis,
a restatement of the but was common in
prior verses in this Jewish writings, such
chapter. as Paul's letters:

2 Corinthians 4:10, 11 & Ephesians 2:20, 21
are examples of Jewish restatement style.
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The agreement made
& the bride price paid

¢ On the agreement  After eating &
of Laban & Bethuel, lodging that night,

Rebekah was then the servant asked to
offered as Isaac’s take Rebekah to
bride. Abraham right away.
¢ The servant gave * Her brother & her
the bride valuable mother then asked
gifts & paid a bride for ten days, but
price to Laban & to then consented

Rebekah'’s mother. let her go if...
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The ‘fine print’

« Two conditions * Rebekah was to
were met in order take her nurse &
to let Rebekah go maids with her.
with the servant + Both of these were
right away: in accord with the

* Rebekah was culture of that time
consulted as to & place.
whether or not she .« | aban was prone to
consented to the unveil ‘surprises’ in

arrangement. his agreements.
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The veil: here comes the bride

* On presentation of  + For Isaac to take
Rebekah to Isaac, Rebekah into his
she covered herself mother’s tent meant
with a vell, typically that not only was

worn for a wedding, she his wife, but

but not for daily life. that she was now
+ So Rebekah was the mistress of

presenting herself the ‘tenthold’.

as the bride in * Tent life would be

these verses. an adjustment...



[image: image26.png]What Genesis 24 tells us

¢ God's faithfulness * Abraham's servant

to His promise of not only prayed to
descendants for God, expecting an
Abraham. answer, but praised
+ God does guide & worshipped God
believers who are when God indeed
seeking & asking answered his

for His will. prayers.
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