[image: image1.png]Genesis 26 has three themes
— all of them are about Isaac

* Isaac settled in * Where Abraham
Gerar during a was a ‘spiritual
famine. pioneer’, his son

* Isaac dug anew Isaac had a role
or reopened his in maintaining what
father’s wells in his father began.
Gerar & Beersheba. < So each of the three

¢ |saac made a themes of Genesis
covenant with 26 was a ‘replay’

Abimelech. of Abraham'’s life.
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* Atime of famine * Another water issue
occurred with each with each one of the
of the ‘patriarchs’ of Genesis patriarchs
Genesis (Abraham, was water wells.
Isaac & Jacob): + Abraham had first

¢ Genesis 12:10 dug & named them,
(local); 26:1 (local); Isaac reopened a

41:56 (widespread few & developed
& prolonged, lasting others, & they were
seven years). pivotal in Jacob's life.
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Theme 1: What do you do when
there is not enough water & food?

* During a famine in * When a threat to

the land of Israel, our basic physical
the upper lands needs appears on
would typically be our horizon, or even
short on grass & at a time when we
other vegetation see an opportunity
for grazing, & the to better our means
amount of surface materially, what's
water would also the best thing to do

dwindle or dry up. at a time like that?
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When material survival or prosperity are
at issue, ask what the Lord has in mind

* What may seemto « “What will be the

be the best course spiritual outcome
of action from a from this choice
material standpoint or that option?”
isn't necessarily the « “How will those
best choice of all. whom | love & am
e The top priority responsible for, or
questions are ones that | influence, be

like, “What does the impacted spiritually
Lord have in mind”? by my decision?”
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“The Lord appeared to him...”

« Twice in Genesis * These appearances
chapter 26 the Lord of the Lord to Isaac
appeared to Isaac in Genesis chapter
(verses 2 & 24), as 26 are taken to be

He had to Abraham ‘the angel of the
(12:7,17:1 & 18:1). Lord’ (Exodus 3:2).

As we have shown in previous studies in

Genesis, ‘the angel of the Lord’ seems best
identified as ‘the preincarnate son of God'.




[image: image6.png]Why ‘the angel of the Lord’
is not the same as
‘an angel of the Lord’

* ‘The angel of the Lord’ « Some who see ‘the
speaks as God, doing  angel of the Lord’
things that God does  say that they have
(Genesis 16:7-12; seen God (Hagar,
21:17-18; 22:11-18; Manoah, et al).
Exodus 3:2; Judges .« Since appearances
2:1-4; 5:23; 6:11-24; of ‘the angel of the
13:3-22; 2 Samuel Lord’ end at Christ's
24:16; Zechariah birth, we take Him to
1:12; 3:1; 12:8). be the Son of God.



[image: image7.png]Genesis 26:1-5

The Lord has already revealed,
or will reveal, what you need to know

e The Lord revealed e The Lord has

to Isaac just what provided abundant
he needed to know revelation for us in
& when he needed our own day.
to know it.  For those rare times
¢ He revealed that when we need an
what seemed like indication beyond
the obvious choice what He's already
materially, was not given us, He will

the Lord’s choice. make that clear.
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What does Genesis 26:5 mean?

¢ Genesis 26:5 says, * What we know of
“...because Abraham what God promised
obeyed Me and kept  to & what little He

My charge, My actually did require
commandments, of Abraham is that
My statutes and Abraham, though
My laws.” we know he erred

» Abraham didn't have ~ at times, walked by
the Law of Moses, so  faith, so that God
what does this mean? delighted in him.
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God'’s revelations to mankind

God is revealed by

Scripture

nature

Psalm 19:1-6
Romans 1:18-20

providence (guidance)

Matthew 5:44-45
Acts 14:15-17,17:24-28a

conscience

Scripture

Romans 2:14,15

2 Timothy 3:16,17
2 Peter 1:21

Jesus Christ

2 Corinthians 4:4
Colossians 1:15
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It is possible to trust the Lord for one issue
yet still not trust Him for another

« Isaac, like his father < So Isaac trusted

Abraham, did not God for staying in
trust the Lord when the land during a
it came to his wife. famine, but didn't

- Like his father, he trust that God could

thought that he had ~ keep him safe, for
to lie about his wife the sake of his wife.
being his sister in « This ‘My sister is
order to survive & for  my wife’ error didn't
God to preserve him.  repeat in Genesis.
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Theme 2: What do you do when others
wrongly feel that you are a threat?

» The 2" theme in * Neither the envy of
Genesis 26 was the people & the
that others saw king of Gerar, nor
Isaac as a threat, filled-in water wells,
when in fact he nor the contention
was not. over the wells, were

* Isaac could trust a threat to God's
God to provide ability to fulfill His
water for his promises to Isaac

livestock... (Genesis 26:2-4, 24).
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Well, well, well!

¢ Abraham had dug
a well which others
seized, but he made
an agreement with
the region’s king in
order to reclaim it
(Genesis 21:22-34),
then named the
place of the well
‘Shiba’ (Beersheba).

Isaac reopened his
father's well, which
the locals disputed,
so he reopened
another, which they
disputed, so Isaac
reopened a third well.

He renamed each
of the wells as his
father named them.



[image: image13.png]Genesis 26:12-25

Wells near Gerar

Verses Well named Name means
26:10 |Esek Contention
26:21 |Sitnah Enmity

26:22 |Rehoboth Broad places
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Theme 3: What do you do when
others seek peace with you?

* Abimelech, with his * So Isaac responded

court counselors, by accepting the
came to restore invitation to a peace
relations with Isaac, agreement.
apparently realizing  « We are likewise free
that their preViOUS to do so, as |ong as
request of Isaac to peace is not placed
‘go away’ was above spiritual

mistaken. principle.
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The ungrand finale:
Esau’s choice in wives

* Genesis chapter 26+ Judith the daughter
has a most ungrand of Beeri the Hittite,

finale: Esau’s poor & Basemath the
choice in wives: daught_er of Elon

« When Esau was the Hittite.
forty years old ¢ They brought grief

he married... to Isaac & Rebekah.
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Wisdom delivered
& wisdom received

¢ Parents do have ¢ Children, whom
a ‘brief’ window God intends to be
of opportunity to growing into these
pass along biblical adult choices & life

wisdom about what relationships, also
a godly husband & have an opportunity

a godly wife ‘look to listen & to seek
like’, & there may out godly wisdom
be opportunities about those critical

later for ‘support’. life choices.
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