[image: image1.png]Genesis 29 moves quickly

* Genesis 29 begins  * By deception, Jacob

where Jacob’s 550 works for Laban for
mile journey ends — seven years, only to
in the homeland of discover too late, in
Abraham'’s family. a wedding suite

« Jacob meets Rachel,  switch, that he has
his wife-to-be, at married Rachel's
Genesis’ frequent sister Leah!

setting for drama &  + Just eight days later,
romance: the well. he marries Rachael!



[image: image2.png]Genesis 29 moves quickly

» Jacob works for ¢ The themes of
Laban seven more Genesis 29 include:
years to pay off his  « God being faithful to
debt for Rachel. what He promised

* Meanwhile Jacob & Jacob at Bethel.
his two wives find - Jacob being faced
themselves in a with what it's like to
powerful tension of  pe on the receiving

jealousy, longing for  end of deception.
love...& for children. & more...



[image: image3.png]Jacob arrives at
the homeland of Abraham’s family

* When Jacob arrives
at the homeland of
Abraham'’s family,
he finds that the
flocks are being
gathered at the
stone-covered
well, but they
aren't removing
the cover just yet.

But when Rachel
the shepherdess
arrives, his wife-to-
be, Jacob removes
the stone cover.

Then he kisses her
& weeps, telling her
who he was, with
obvious great
emotion.



[image: image4.png]Introducing Laban

» Jacob’s own uncle
Laban, on hearing
the news, comes to
Jacob & greets him
warmly, having him
stay at first, with
Jacob as the family
guest for about a
month, with Jacob
volunteering work.

Jacob loved Rachel,
so he made some
arrangements with
Laban to work for
seven years for
Rachel as his wife,
or so he thought.

Rachel sister Leah,
however, did not
have ‘sparkly eyes’.



[image: image5.png]The seven year long ‘trick’

« Jacob, thinking that * so that the bride’s

he was going to face might not be
marry Rachel, then seen, & the bride
worked though all & groom might
those seven years, consummate the
& they seemed to marriage in relative
pass very quickly. darkness, Jacob did
« But since such not discover until
weddings were the next morning -

done with a veil... his bride was Leah!



[image: image6.png]Laban: “we have a custom...”

» Jacob demanded * So Laban offered to
an answer from have Jacob marry
Laban, to which Rachel, too, when
Laban responded the wedding week
that the custom was for his marriage to
not to marry off the Leah was complete.
younger daughter  « Then Jacob would
before the older. have to work for

* Records of the day Laban seven more

do not back Laban. years for Rachel.



[image: image7.png]Leah & her sons, & Rachel too

* Leah was not loved
(literally ‘hated’), but
she did bare Jacob
sons (1%t Reuben,
then Simeon, Levi,
& Judah), each time
hoping that bearing
Jacob a son would
finally earn his love,
& endear her to him.

For chapter 29 &
into the 1t part of
chapter 30, Rachel,
though loved by
Jacob, remains
totally childless.

This ‘two wives in a
week’ arrangement
is about to become
more convoluted.



[image: image8.png]The Genesis 29:20-30 chiasm

A Jacob's payment for his wife (20)
B Marriage to Leah by deception (21-24)
C Jacob's accusation & Laban's defense (25-26)
B' Marriage to Rachel by negotiation (27-30a)
A' Jacob's payment for his wife (30b).



[image: image9.png]The Lord faces Jacob with
the consequences of deception

« Jacob had been « Jacob finds that

manipulative & the consequences
deceptive, & now of the deception are
the Lord showed not over when he
him what that looks marries Rachel,

like when he is on but instead he finds
the ‘receiving end’ that consequences
of his uncle Laban’s can continue for
manipulation & many years - even

deception. for generations.



[image: image10.png]Family favoritism has its price

* Isaac & Rebekah * God did not move to

had shown that prohibit the polygyny
favoritism between of these patriarchs,
two brothers can or even Jews under
tear a family apart. the Law of Moses.

* Now Jacob would * But the one man &
discover that same one wife pattern was
truth between two God'’s intent at the
wives — who were outset & is revealed

sisters. to & for us now.



[image: image11.png]The New Testament message
is for a husband to love his wife

¢ Leah longed to be « But even Rachel,

truly loved — it was who was loved by
the greatest longing Jacob romantically
of her heart! & with his affection,
+ She was even still did not receive
willing to settle unconditional love,
for being loved for as the letters of the
something she did: New Testament call

bearing Jacob sons,  for @ husband to
when Rachel didn't. ~ have for his wife.



[image: image12.png]Leah was unfulfilled in her marriage
but she did learn spiritual lessons

¢ Leah's comments * She eventually gave

were generally up hoping to earn
involving her Jacob's love, & just
relationship to praised the Lord.
the Lord. « This did not justify
* She saw the Lord Jacob's lack of love
as seeing & hearing for his wife, but it
& being responsive did show that Leah
to her heart & to was learning some

her situation. spiritual lessons.



[image: image13.png]Jacob, Leah & Rachel
were each unfulfilled in some way

« Jacob was married + Lack of fulfillment

to two women, each in our lives can be
of whom went painful at heart,
through a time but God has His
of barrenness. purpose in it,

- Initially, the one whether we are

he didn't love would ~ being disciplined

bear him children &  (like Jacob)oritisa
the one he did love trial to which we've

would be barren. been appointed.



[image: image14.png]Being married is not ‘the answer’
but neither is being single ‘the answer’

* We are each gifted »
by God with being
single or being
married, & each
person must
examine his or her
own heart before .
the Lord (Matthew
19:10-12 & 1
Corinthians 7:7).

But the ultimate
fulfillment is found
in the Lord & in our
relationship with
Him, & not in our
earthy status.

Both godly marriage
& godly singleness
are to be fulfilled in
the Lord first of all.



[image: image15.png]The entire extended family
had problems with truth &/or love

¢ Laban, Jacob, Leah < Itis God's intent
& Rachel each had that there be reality
a problem with truth in each of these:
&/or love. love & truth.

« A deficiency giving  * He does not intend
or receiving in either  that we choose

truth or love will be between these nor
a problem for any for us to see them
of us in the body of in tension with one

Christ at Holly Hills. another.
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