[image: image1.png]Jacob is in a real mess!

* Here is Jacob,
tied up by contract
into working for his
own masterfully
deceptive father-
in-law (by two
marriages!), who
is also his uncle,
about 550 miles
from his homeland.

He is married to

a wife he does not
love, but she bears
sons for him, hoping
that bearing sons
will earn his love.

He is married to
another wife whom
he loves, but who
is so far barren.



[image: image2.png]Whatchamacallit!

* We could describe  * We could also use

Jacob’s situation words like these to
with words like: describe Jacob:

* Tension « Prolific

* Nepotism * Blessed

« Frustration * Assured

* Entrapment « Disciplined

Pandemonium Enlightened



[image: image3.png]Genesis 30:1-2

Talk about dramatic tension!

» Jacob & Rachel » Jacob doesn't like
exchange words Rachel expecting
that reflect very him to control human
intense & deep- reproduction as if
seated feelings. he were God.

* Rachel is deeply * The culture looks
frustrated at her down on her for being
infertility, which barren, but still says
the culture says she has a duty to

is ‘her problem’. bear him children.
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Like grandfather, like grandson

« In keeping with ¢ Then Leah went
the law & culture of through a time of
that time & place, barrenness as well.
Rachel offered her  « |n keeping with the
maid Bilhah to her law & culure of that
husband Jacob, time & place, she
since Rachel had offered Jacob her
so far been barren. maid Zilpah, who

« Bilhah bore Jacob also bore him sons:

sons: Dan & Naphtali. Gad & Asher.
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1...she [Rachel] became jealous of her sister...
"Give me children, or else | die." 2 ...Jacob's
anger burned against Rachel... 8 So Rachel

said, "With mighty wrestlings | have wrestled
with my sister..."

The arrangement that was just fine with
the world (the culture of that time & place)

brought about intense negative emotions
between Rachel & Jacob, within Rachel,
& between Rachel & her sister Leah.




[image: image6.png]Genesis 30:14-21

Genesis 30 & 31 tell
of pagan superstitions

¢ In the culture of * We will see some
that time & place, pagan superstitions
& even lingering & a few evidences
in the Middle East of pagan religion
& in magic today, show up in the next
mandrake plants several chapters.
were thought to « But in Genesis
both stimulate chapter 35 Jacob
desire & to make will call an end to

a woman fertile. this in his family.



[image: image7.png]Genesis 30:14-21
Bargaining for mandrakes
gains Rachael... nothing at all!

* Leah’s son Reuben < In the bargaining
brought Leah some Leah got to have
mandrakes from the Jacob come be

wheat field, which with her.

were supposed to + So Leah bore

bring fertility to two sons, Isaachar,
the woman who Zebulun & then a
possessed them. daughter, Dinah.

* Rachel bargained  « The mandrakes did
for the mandrakes. nothing for Rachel.



[image: image8.png]How Leah saw things in Genesis 30:15

But she [Leah] said to her [Rachel], "Is it a
small matter for you to take my husband?

The ‘two wives’ arrangement may have been
culturally acceptable at that time & place, but
it is clear that the arrangement did not work
out well emotionally for anyone. Jacob had
married his cousins, who were sisters. But

a big problem was that they were not treated

as equals. This was somewhat similar to the
unequal & favored treatment of Jacob & Esau
by Rebekah & Isaac.
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Scripture & Leah give God the credit

¢ God gets credit for  « In verses 18 & 20,

allowing Leah to Leah gives God the

bear children again: credit for her ability
- Genesis 30:17, to bear more sons

says that, “God for Jacob.

gave heed to * Magic & superstition

Leah, and she receive no credit -

conceived...” God receives it all.

Ephesians 3:21, “...to Him be the glory...”
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Jacob likely had other daughters

* In Genesis, we « In the patriarchal
hear of the births culture of the times,
& names of Jacob’s daughters were
sons, but we hear named when they
the name of just were central to
one of Jacob’s recording people
daughters: Dinah. & events.

* Dinah, is central * So it is likely that
to the events of Jacob also had

Genesis 34. other daughters.
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God remembered Rachel

¢ Verse 22 starts « Genesis 8:1, “But
off with the words, God remembered
“God remembered Noah...”
Rachel...”. - Genesis 19:29,

* Had God forgotten “God remembered
all about her? Abraham...”

« Hardly! Thisis a * God was taking
Hebrew expression special notice of
for God ‘taking Rachel & her heart’s
special notice’: longing for a child.
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Rachel then bore Joseph

« Rachel gave birth —
finally — to Joseph.
Joseph will be the
eighth & final major
event or person in
Genesis.

He will come to the
forefront in Genesis
chapter 37.

* So Rachel then
prayed for another
son, “May the Lord
give me...”.

¢ Her prayer was
answered, but we
do not read of it
until Genesis
chapter 35.
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Jacob vs. the Master Manipulator

« Jacob expresses « Laban counters by
to his father-in-law asking Jacob how
& uncle, Laban, a much he would like
desire to return to to be paid in order
his homeland. to stay.

« But Laban knows all « Jacob counters
too well that he has that he would have
only prospered by the dark, speckled
Jacob’s working for & spotted ones from
him, so he counters. Laban’s flocks.



[image: image14.png]As agreed, Jacob ‘picks his pay’
from Laban’s flocks in Genesis 30:35
“So he removed on that day the striped and
spotted male goats and all the speckled and

spotted female goats...and all the black ones
among the sheep...”

Similar arrangements for a shepherd’s pay
in those days were for up to 20% of the flock,
but were not based on markings or coloring.

We are about to see that what Jacob was
arranging for was a combination of common
sense genetics, along with ‘folklore magic’.
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Genesis 30:43 ends the chapter

* “So the « Jacob & his family
man became still have much to
exceedingly learn, spiritually
prosperous, and speaking, & as we
had large flocks and have seen, still hold
female and male onto pagan ideas.
servants and » But God graciously
camels and allows them all to

donkeys.” prosper materially.
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