[image: image1.png]Today we wrap up
Jacob’s long ‘working vacation’

* In chapter 28 God « By the end of the

told Jacob that He chapter Jacob was
would be with him, married to Rachel
& that He would get & her sister Leah
him safely back to who had four sons.

the promised land.  « |n chapter 30 Jacob
« In chapter 29 Jacob had 11 sons, at

1%t met Rachel & least one daughter,

was introduced to & made a plan for

his uncle Laban... payment by Laban.



[image: image2.png]And now for
the ‘last leg’ of his trip

* Here in chapter 31 « After some tense

Jacob will attempt moments, Laban &
to sneak back to Jacob will end two
the promised land decades of mutual
(Genesis 31:1-21). manipulation, &

+ Laban will catch deception, ending
up to Jacob in his in Jacob's ‘sneaky
attempt to sneak ungrand finale’,

back ‘home’ quietly with a covenant
(Genesis 31:22-42).  (Genesis 31:43-55).
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How do you know
when it's time to go?

« Jacob had two kinds e« The other clear

of signals that told signal was that the
him that it was time Lord spoke to him
for him to go home: directly, saying that
« The talk among it was time for him
Laban’s sons, & to go back home.
Laban’s attitude » Circumstances are
toward Jacob were one way of knowing
one kind of signal God’s will, & God's

that it was ‘time’. word is the ultimate.
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The Paddan-Aram pow-wow

« Jacob gets together
with his two wives,
who are sisters, &
daughters of his
uncle, & therefore
Jacob's cousins,
for an extended
discussion about
their state of affairs.

« This fairly lengthy

interaction is pretty
rare in Genesis.

But it is also very
revealing about the
relationship that
Jacob has with

his father-in-law,
among other things.
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Jacob summarizes the situation

« Jacob started by
summarizing the
character of his
dealings with uncle
Laban, especially
detailing the most
recent events which
had gained him a
fair percentage of
Laban’s flocks.

Jacobs tells his
wives that he has
served their father
Laban with all his
strength, & yet uncle
Laban had cheated
him & changed his
wages ten times.

But Jacob's words
are not all griping!
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Laban’s daughters
also express a major concern

¢ Rachel & Leah
together express
to Jacob that their
father Laban had
not saved up from
Jacob’s labors to
give them a dowry
out of Jacob's 14
years of work for
the both of them.

So instead of them
feeling like they are
daughters who are
due a dowry from
their father, they
feel like foreigners
who were sold as
slaves to Jacob.

They feel ‘shafted’
by Laban as well.
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We’'ll credit Jacob
for something here

* While we've made * Jacob does seem
note of the fact that to show his wives

Jacob tended to equal regard &
treat his wives consideration in
unequally, by his this passage (!).
favoring Rachel at . perhaps Jacob has
the outset, but then learned something
being at odds over valuable about his
her barrenness... family relationships.

Jacob actually listened to his wives!
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Laban in hot pursuit!

¢ Laban finds out * God tells Laban not
about Jacob's to say anything to
secret departure Jacob that is
three days later. good or bad.

« Within seven days * This was likely one
Laban has caught more way in which
up with Jacob, but God was protecting
before that God Jacob, as He had
had ‘caught up’ promised Jacob

with Laban. back at Bethel.
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Jacob responds

« Jacob tells Laban « Jacob also tells

that he was afraid Laban that if any
that Laban would person among his
take his daughters group was found
by force if Laban with the stolen
had been aware household gods,
that they were they should be
leaving. put to death.

Jacob did not know that Rachel stole them!
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Laban searches in vain

* Laban searches * But Rachel had
through Jacob’s hidden them under
tent, Leah’s tent, a camel's saddle
as well as the tent that she is sitting
of the two maids upon.

Zilpah & Bilhah. + She tells her father

« He finds nothing. that she is having

- Then he goes into her menstruation,
Rachel's tent to so he does not want

search for his gods. to disturb her then.
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Then Jacob blasts him

 Since Laban had « Jacob recounts two
accused someone decades of labor for
among Jacob’s Laban, with some of
group of stealing the ‘gory details’.

the household gods, « Jacob then says
& Laban had found that if God had not

nothing, Jacob was intervened & judged

furious! in Jacob’s favor that
* He bursts forth with Laban would have

angry true words. left him with nothing.
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Laban could not refute Jacob

« Laban could not * Jacob set up a
refute Jacob, since stone pillar & had
what Jacob was his men gather
saying was true. stones in a heap

* Instead Laban asks — as a marker.
that they make a ¢ They each called
covenant between the stones “The
them — essentially heap of withess” in

a permanent truce. their own language.
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The misunderstood Mizpah (Watchtower)

¢ The words “May the « But the words then
Lord watch between actually meant that

you and me when neither Laban nor
we are absent one Jacob could trust
from the other” have  each other out of
often been used as one another’s sight.

a Christian blessing « g¢ these words

or benediction in our said that the Lord
ownday, as wellas  would have to watch
in days past. between them.
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Neither of us goes past these markers

¢ The stone pillar & * So this wasn't just

the heap of stones an agreement that
were to mark the they wouldn't bother
line which neither other each other,
one was to go past but that neither of
to harm the other them would ever
ever again. cross paths again.

Pillars & heaps of stones served as markers
& memorials (Genesis 28,31,35; Joshua 7)
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"The God of Abraham and the God of Nahor,
the God of their father, judge [plural: each God
judges] between us." So Jacob swore by the
fear of his father Isaac [a name of God: see
verse 42]. 54 Then Jacob offered a sacrifice
on the mountain, and called his kinsmen to
the meal; and they ate the meal and spent the
night on the mountain. 55 Early in the morning
Laban arose, and kissed his sons and his
daughters and blessed them. Then Laban
departed and returned to his place.”

Also a truce with a meal: Genesis 26:26-31
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