[image: image1.png]When you're afraid,
where do you turn?

Jacob, like each of « On what, or whom,

us, is faced with a will | depend?
continuing flow of « What values & what
critical questions: principles will guide
How will | deal with those choices?

the choices in life? .« wjill ‘the fear’ be my
What will be my life ultimate motivator
resources, & what in life, or something
will be their source? else entirely?



[image: image2.png]Genesis 32 & 33 are
two halves of one account

* On his way back to
the promised land,
Jacob has had his
last dealings with
his uncle Laban.

¢ Now, as he returns
to the promised
land, Jacob must
deal with the major
issue in his life.

¢ Esau, the one

who swore he'd

kill Jacob, for all his
many deceptions &
manipulations, is
prepared to follow
through on that
threat, after two
long decades of
smoldering anger.



[image: image3.png]Who's afraid of
the big bad Esau - & why?

* None of those who
were with Jacob
on his return to the
promised land had
anything to do with
Jacob's deceptions
& manipulations,
that were the root of
Esau’s smoldering &
now burning anger.

But now they are
being drawn into
experiencing the
consequences of
Jacob's sins.

Principle: Sin can
often & easily have
negative impacts on
others who were not
part of the problem.
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Jacob is ‘seeing things’
- including angels
* As Jacob comes ¢ Though Jacob is

near to the promised coming back into
land, that God had the promised land,

once promised to & even greeted by
Abraham, the Lord angels, that doesn't
allows him to see mean that he will
angels, only this bypass troubles &
timeitis notina consequences
dream or a vision. from his past.

Jacob puts the focus on God — not angels.
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Jacob’s ‘peace plan’

» Jacob sent his * The servants
servants ahead to returned, telling
Esau, to speak to nothing of their
Esau as ‘lord’ & of words to Esau, nor
Jacob as Esau’s the offer of gifts.
‘servant’, & offering . |nstead, they said
substantial gifts to Esau was coming
his brother Esau. with 400 men!

“...Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed”
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Jacob's 2M ‘peace plan’

« For the people & * But Jacob knew that
livestock that would the best of human
be in the rear of his plans would not be

string of gifts & adequate to deal
messengers, he with the wrath of
divided them into his brother Esau,
two companies. he was compelled...

What follows is the first real prayer of Jacob
& among the longest recorded in Genesis.



[image: image7.png]Genesis 32:9-12

Jacob prays

« Jacob then prays, * He tells God that he

addressing God is unworthy of the
by the names of lovingkindness &
Abraham & Isaac, faithfulness that God
& by God's clear has shown him, &
direction to return Jacob calls himself
to the land. “Your servant”.

Jacob gives a brief ‘status report’, asking for

deliverance for himself & the others, finishing
with God’s promises regarding descendants.
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[image: image9.png]Genesis 32:13-21

Sort of sleeping & final plans

* Between two bouts * These gifts are

of sleeping, Jacob spaced so as to
sets up an extended meet up with Esau
series of people, throughout the day,
animals, & placating along with Jacob’s
messages to Esau. messages to Esau.

 Alltotaled, therams, < Then Jacob sends
goats, & the milking his wives, their
camels (etc.), are maids, & his
580 gift animals. children.



[image: image10.png]Genesis 32:24-32

Wrestling that's no match

* As Jacob is left * “The man’ gives
alone at the end Jacob a new name,
of this long train of “Israel’, which
people & animals, means, ‘he who
he finds himself strives with God'.
wrestling with + In the morning
aman. Jacob realized that

* The man dislocated he had wrestled
Jacob’s thigh at the with God Himself
hip joint. - & lived!



[image: image11.png]Name changes in the Bible

Genesis has a few
name changes
among key
personalities:

Abram P Abraham
Sarai P> Sarah
Jacob P> Israel
Ben-oni > Benjamin

Name changes
were often a sign
of God's promise,
of new purposes &
of pivotal events.

This name change
is different, in that
Jacob's name
change to ‘Israel’

is also for a people.



[image: image12.png]What will it take?

¢ Here in Genesis 32,
& throughout the
pages of Scripture,
we see that God
might have to take
some believers
through trouble
& heartache of
various kinds for
their own benefit.

That benefit is that
we finally come to
the end of our own
plans & resources &
that we come to see
& depend on God &
who we are by His
doing.

What will it take to
come to that place?



[image: image13.png]It comes down to just two options

* We can either come
to depend on our
own strategies &
resources & values
to deal with life’'s
questions...

* Or we can choose
to depend upon the
resources & values
of the Lord Himself.

The big choices
in life are really all
about fellowship:

Will my focus &
energies be on
holding the Lord
‘at arms length’,
doing it all myself,
or in fellowship
with our Savior?



[image: image14.png]Will | depend upon Who He is?

« If | depend upon the « But God can never

strategies & values approve of paths
& resources that that | take that are
flow from who | am separate from Him.

of myself, then ‘at . That is because the
best’ | am hoping (in only paths that He
error) that God will ever wanted for me
come to (eventually)  are those taken in
approve of the path  fellowship with & in
that I've chosen. dependence on Him.



[image: image15.png]Will | depend upon Who He is?

¢ This is where the
doctrines about
God's character
cease being an
academic topic.

* Is God really, truly
faithful to what He
says He will do in
me & for me &
through me?

* Are God's grace &

mercy real & true
& infinite, just like
His word tells us?

Wiill | recognize that
trials & discipline
are God'’s tools in
my life, to conform
me to the image of
Jesus Christ?
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