[image: image1.png]Your worst nightmare
seems like it's about to come true

* Twenty years « But now, as Jacob
before, just when was approaching
Jacob was leaving the promised land,
the promised land, the news that his
it seemed like his brother Esau was
brother's threat to coming - with 400
kill him was fading men - was a living
with each step. nightmare.

And it was hard to reconcile Esau’s
coming to kill him with God's promises!



[image: image2.png]Your worst nightmare
seems like it's about to come true

* The danger that * Or maybe it isn't
lurks around the God'’s discipline, but
corner may be rather a trial through
God'’s discipline, or which we are called
perhaps even our to remain faithful —
fear of that danger keeping our eyes
is God’s discipline. on Him in the trial.

Sometimes the discipline or the trial amounts
to ‘a close call' — where danger came ‘close’.



[image: image3.png]The last minute scramble

« Jacob put the maids « After getting them

& their children in all arranged, just in
front, & Leah & her the right sequence,
children next, & Jacob went ahead
Rachel & Joseph of them all — to the
last in line. front of all these.

After hours of directing & arranging & spacing

out & selecting all the gifts of livestock, &
giving orders to his men... Esau is coming!
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¢ As Jacob is
approaching his
brother Esau, he
bows down to the
ground, not once,
but seven times!

« Bowing to the
ground is to show
honor to the one to
whom you bow.

« By bowing seven

times - a number

of completeness -
Jacob is magnifying
his honoring of his
brother, Esau.

« And his honoring

of Esau is also
humbling of
himself.



[image: image5.png]While Jacob is hoping it's not ‘curtains’

« Jacob has spent * So how has Esau
two nights, a day been responding to
& at least part this incredible train
of another day of animals &
orchestrating a people?
long parade of « Is Esau furious?
livestock gifts, Livid? Outraged?
& ambassadors, Frustrated to no
& finally Jacob's end? Profoundly

family, led by Jacob. jrritated by it all?



[image: image6.png]Jacob & Esau
embrace & weep together

« For all of Jacob’s e Then Esau, looking
fear of an explosion beyond Jacob, says,
of rage from Esau “Who are these
& his 400 men, their with you?”
encounter comes « Jacob humbly
down to embracing responds, “The
& weeping together.  children whom

* Jacob’s relief is God has graciously
just overwhelming. given your servant.”

The wives, maids & children all bow in turns.
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« At the end of the « Jacob explains that

long parade, Esau these 580 animals
doesn't understand are a gift in hope
what the gift of 580 of Esau’s favorable
animals & all of the reception of Jacob,

ambassadors mean. after all these years.

Upon Jacob'’s urging Esau to receive
the gifts, Esau finally accepts them.
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[image: image9.png]Jacob & Esau part ways

* From there where * From there he went

they met, Esau along to the city of
went back to Seir, Shechem, where

& Jacob went along he bought property.
to a place called « He built an altar at
Succoth (booths), Shechem & called
where he built it EI-Elohe-Israel

a house & booths (‘God, the God

for his livestock. of Israel’).



[image: image10.png]Alright! What really ‘worked’?

* Because Jacob ¢ In the end Esau
was so very afraid didn’t understand
of what Esau would what that parade
do, he put a great was all about.
deal of resources & . The 400 men were
effort into his long just ‘with him’, &
parade of animals, were not there for
ambassadors, & an attack on Jacob
the arrangement or anyone — not

of his family. even the animals.
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Jacob said, "O God of my father Abraham and
God of my father Isaac, O Lord, who said to me,
'Return to your country and to your relatives,
and | will prosper you," 10 | am unworthy of all
the lovingkindness and of all the faithfulness
which You have shown to Your servant; for with
my staff only | crossed this Jordan, and now |
have become two companies. 11 Deliver me,

| pray, from the hand of my brother, from the
hand of Esau; for | fear him, that he will come
and attack me and the mothers with the
children. 12 For You said, 'l will surely prosper
you and make your descendants as the sand of
the sea, which is too great to be numbered."




[image: image12.png]Can God start answering prayer
even before we've prayed?

« Since Jacob’s long ¢ It does not seem

parade didn’t seem from this account
to be what impacted that the Lord only
Esau’s attitude began working on
toward his brother softening Esau’s

Jacob, then the only heart just when
thing that seems to Jacob prayed, but
have made any likely long before,
difference was perhaps even
Jacob's prayer. years before.



[image: image13.png]Genesis 28:13cde-15

"l am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham
and the God of Isaac; the land on which you
lie, | will give it to you and to your descendants.
14 Your descendants will also be like the dust
of the earth, and you will spread out to the west
and to the east and to the north and to the
south; and in you and in your descendants
shall all the families of the earth be blessed.

15 Behold, | am with you and will keep you
wherever you go, and will bring you back to
this land; for | will not leave you until | have
done what | have promised you."
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For you have been called for this purpose,
since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you
an example for you to follow in His steps, 22
Who committed no sin, nor was any deceit
found in His mouth; 23 and while being reviled,
He did not revile in return; while suffering, He
uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself
to Him who judges righteously; 24 and He
Himself bore our sins in His body on the
cross, so that we might die to sin and live to
righteousness; for by His wounds you were
healed. 25 For you were continually straying
like sheep, but now you have returned to the
Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.
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