[image: image1.png]Brace yourself for
Genesis chapter 34

* Genesis chapter
34 contains some
pretty rough
material.

* What it describes
are events that
really took place,

& thankfully we are
not given immense

detail — but it's ugly.

* What Jacob’s

daughter Dinah did
was unwise.

* What the son of
Shechem'’s king
(Hamor) did to
Dinah was just
plain ugly.

* And what Jacob’s
sons did to all the
people of Shechem
in retaliation was
both really ugly, &
a serious problem.



[image: image2.png]This chapter, on the surface,
is spiritually vacuous

« This chapter is
spiritually vacuous
because of all the
50 chapters in
Genesis, this one
does not have
God’'s name in it.

* Nobody seems to
care what God does
or God thinks.

Nobody does
anything in this
chapter because
of what God said
— not even Jacob.

And none of
Jacob’s family
members involve
God, either —

at any point!



[image: image3.png]But this ugly chapter
is spiritually profitable

« All Scripture - * Genesis is one
this included - of those books
is inspired by that has a number
God & is profitable of chapters that
for teaching, provide some really
for reproof, good bad examples.
for correction, « So let's draw out
for training in the really good stuff
righteousness from this really bad,

(2 Timothy 3:16). really ugly chapter.
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Dinah did what?!

« Dinah, the daughter - it meant that Leah

of Leah, is a young, & Jacob didn't care
attractive, teenage enough to give her
girl by this time. personal attention
+ For her to go out & guidance, or to
among the young go out with her.
Canaanite girls to ¢ Leah & Jacob are
‘hang out’ means not watching her,
that either she is but somebody else

sheaking out, or... is watching her.
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She catches his eye, & then...

« Dinah, the young ¢ On the other hand

teen, catches the he was attracted

eye of Shechem, to her, & spoke

son of Hamor, to her heart.

the city’s ruler. « In the near east
* Shechem does at this time many

what seems to us to cultures had laws
be contradictory: on that allowed taking
one hand he lay with a wife by aggression
her & humbled her. - with consequences.
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“Get me this young girl for a wife”

* Shechem told his * So in cases where
father, the city's the young man had
ruler, “Get me this already lay with his
young girl for a wife”. prospective bride,

« Aside from being by seduction or by
culturally allowed, force, the families
Shechem likely would 'run to catch
assumed that his up’ with what had
father had power taken place already

& influence. between them.
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Did you hear?

« By whatever « Jacob’s sons come
means, Jacob then in from the field, &
hears about what at some point they
Shechem had hear of what has
done to Dinah. taken place with

« Shechem'’s father their Sister, Dinah,
then comes to & seem to lead the
Jacob to make negotiations with
arrangements for Shechem'’s father -

Shechem & Dinah. a brother committee.
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Grieved & very angry

¢ Dinah’s brothers
are grieved for their
sister Dinah — this
is a loss for her.

* And they are very
angry that Shechem
has done this to
Dinah, dishonoring
the whole family, &
taking advantage.

At this point the
emotional response
of Dinah’s brothers
is both righteous &
understandable.

It is what they do
after that which is
the problem, & it is
a serious problem
indeed!
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“...in Israel’

¢ Genesis 34:7 uses  * At times “in Israel”

the word “Israel” refers to the people
as God's chosen of Israel & at times
people for the 15t “in Israel” refers to
time in Scripture, & the land given to
the words “in Israel” the people of

for the 15t time. Israel by God.

The general word pattern in the Bible is,
“among the nations”, “in Israel” & “in Christ”.
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The ‘offer’

* Both Shechem « Paying more for the
& his father are bride is in keeping
present, when with both the usual
they make an customs when the
offer to pay a bride couple has been
price according to intimate before
whatever Jacob & the marriage & for
his sons would like. an attractive bride.

Shechem'’s father also offered that Jacob's
family could be one with the people of his city.
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The ‘counteroffer’

» Jacob’s sons don't  + Shechem'’s father
even respond to the agrees to this one
money & citizenship requirement, which

offers by Shechem would mean several
& his father. days of pain for each
« Instead Jacob's adult male — except
sons tell them that that the circumcision
circumcising every requirement is a total
male in the city is deception by Jacob’s

the requirement. sons (verse 13).
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The action plan

* Shechem'’s father * He talks about

tells & sells the how this one act
one circumcision will open up social
requirement & all & economic bliss for
its benefits to the all of the people of
men of the city, & the city from this

they readily comply. time forward.

Let the pain begin!
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The ghastly stealth assault

* Simeon & Levi
then make a covert
assault, killing every
male in the city,
including Shechem
& his father, & they
take Dinah.

¢ They also take
every woman &
every child captive.

They loot the city's
goods & take the
flocks & livestock
for themselves.

In view of the great
evils that Simeon &
Levi committed, we
may find ourselves
amazed at Jacob’s
response...
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Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi,

"You have brought trouble on me by making
me odious among the inhabitants of the land,
among the Canaanites and the Perizzites; and
my men being few in number, they will gather
together against me and attack me and | will
be destroyed, | and my household."

This verse is the most that Jacob says
in this chapter, & it is all about the cost

of their acts to him, & it is not about God.
Jacob's last words here ignore God's
promises regarding Jacob’s descendants.
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"Should he treat our sister as a harlot?"

* This is Simeon & * Simeon & Levi could
Levi's response. see the wrong that

- Their response Shechem had done,
to the wrong of but not the great
Shechem against number of wrongs
Dinah is to commit they had done to

hundreds of wrongs.  Shechem'’s city.

Simeon’s & Levi's hundreds of wrongs
did not make anything right.
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« Jacob had shown
favor to Rachel &
her son Joseph.

« Since Dinah is the
daughter of Leah,
whom he does not
love, he appears to
have shorted Dinah
on attention &
affection, too.

« Before the events
recorded in this
chapter, Dinah
needed to see
Jacob love her
mother, Leah, &
Dinah needed to
have guidance, &
instruction, & love, &
affection from Jacob.
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« Dinah went
out among the
daughters of the city
of Shechem, either
because Jacob &
Leah didn't seem
to care, or because
she was sneaking
out without their
knowledge.

Perhaps her initial
intent was just to
have fun with the
other girls her age.

But Dinah placed
herself in a situation
where she was
either forced into
intimacy, or seduced
into intimacy.
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* When Jacob istold + When Jacob’s sons

that his daughter offer to let Shechem
Dinah has been have Dinah & that
‘humbled’, Jacob they will become one
says... hothing! people with those in
« When his sons the city (Canaanites)
come into the if only the males of
negotiations over Shechem will be
Dinah, Jacob says circumcised, still

nothing — again! Jacob says nothing!



[image: image20.png]Circumcision & God'’s promises

« Circumcision was ¢ Abraham & Isaac

a sign of God's both knew that
covenant with mixing with the
Abraham & his Canaanites would
descendants & dilute the meaning
household. of God's promises
« It was not to be a to give the land to
pure|y physica| act their de.SCendantS
that didn't involve (Genesis 24:3;

God or His covenant! ~ 28:1).



[image: image21.png]Oh, sons of Jacob

* The sons of Jacob
were right to be
grieved & angry
about what had
happened to Dinah.

« But it wasn't right to
deceive Shechem &
his father, even if
deception was a
family tradition.

And it wasn't right
for Simeon & Levi to
take all those lives,
& kidnap, & rustle
sheep & livestock.

As we will see, the
sons of Jacob are
going to reap many
consequences from
their ruthlessness!



[image: image22.png]Here’s where they all took a wrong turn

* As we pointed out * Nobody talked at
earlier, the name of all about God's
God does not show faithfulness or

up in this chapter. protection.

* Nobody talked « Jacob, who
about what God had prayed to be
had promised to delivered from his
Abraham, Isaac brother Esau, didn't

& Jacob. pray about this one.



[image: image23.png]Oh, the opportunities

* How would this « If Jacob had loved
massive tragedy his family without
have been different: personal favoritism?

« If Jacob had spoken < If Jacob had walked
to his family about through this set of

truth & the lessons circumstances in
God had taught him faith & in fellowship
about deception? with the Lord?

Spiritual opportunities have a ‘time window’.
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