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[image: image1.png]The Genesis 35 potpourri

» Jacob returns to » Jacob’s twelve sons
Bethel & bl_.lries are listed by name.
the pagan idols. - Jacob goes to see

* God appears to & his father Isaac at
promises to Jacob. Mamre, near Hebron.

« Rachel gives birth * Isaac dies & is buried
to Benjamin & dies. in the family cave at

- Reuben lays with Machpelah, by his

Bilhah; Jacob quiet. ~ Sons Jacob & Esau.
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Get back to Bethel

* From the evidence
of several chapters,
including this one,

e The Lord told Jacob
to return to Bethel.

* Bethel was the

place 30 years
before where God
had spoken to
Jacob, telling him
that He would be
with him & bring him
safely back ‘home’.

it appears to have
been God'’s intent
all along that Jacob
return to Bethel
(Genesis 29:18-22;
31:3,13; 35:1-15).
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Put away & purify

¢ Once God told * So all those among

Jacob to go to Jacob’s family
Bethel, Jacob members & the
said to his family others with him
members & all who gave their pagan
were with him to put objects to Jacob,
away the foreign who buried them
gods & purify beneath an oak
themselves (or terebinth) tree

spiritually. near Shechem.
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Let's head to Bethel

« Jacob, on telling his « Jacob says God,

family & the others "...answered me
with him that they in the day of my
were heading to distress and has
Bethel, also said been with me
that they would wherever |

build an altar there. have gone."

Jacob testifies to them all about God's
faithful continuing presence, & about
God'’s response to Jacob's prayers.
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Great terror

» Asthey all journey e« This is the 1%t time

from Shechem to that others are
Bethel, Genesis fearful of Jacob &
35:5 says that there his offspring as they
is ‘great terror’ of walk in fellowship
them all among the with God (Exodus
people of the land 15:16; 23:27; Deut.
of Canaan. 2:25; 28:10).

Previously, Jacob had been the one who was

afraid (Genesis 28:17; 31:31; 32:7,11; 34:30).
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7 Be it ever so humble,
there’s no place like Bethel A

* So Jacob went to
Bethel, & built an
altar to the Lord.

¢ He named the place
El-bethel (‘the God
of Bethel’), since
that is where God
had appeared to
him 30 years
before.
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Jacob’s years from Bethel & back

Marries Lefaves
or
Leah & promised
Rachel land
0 7 14 20 30

-ttt
Leaves Ends work Returns to
Bethel, for Rachel, Bethel after
begins starts work ‘stops’ in
working for Laban Succoth &

for Leah Shechem
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The 1t of three deaths in this chapter

* Rebekah'’s nurse,
Deborah, dies.

* They bury her
beneath an oak,
that is named
“Allon-bacuth”
(‘oak of weeping’).

¢ The deaths of
Rachel & Isaac
follow.
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Promises, promises

* God appears to * Along with those
Jacob again, as promises God also
before at Bethel, tells Jacob that he
& blesses him. would be called

+ God then makes Israel (‘he who
promises to Jacob StereS.Wlth God’:
that are similar to Genesis 32:28) &

the promises made that he should be

before to Abraham fruitful & multiply
& to Isaac. (Genesis 1:22; 9:7).
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"Your name is Jacob; you shall no longer be
called Jacob, but Israel shall be your name."”
Thus He called him Israel.+ 11 God also said
to him, "l am God Almighty++; be fruitful and
multiply*; A nation and a company of nations
shall come from you, and kings shall come
forth from you**. 12 "The land which | gave to
Abraham and Isaac, | will give it to you, and
| will give the land to your descendants after
you.t" + Genesis 32:28  ++ ‘El Shaddai’

* Genesis 1:22, 28; 817, 9.7

** Genesis 17:6; 49:9,10

T Genesis 13:15; 15:18
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God goes up — Jacob does

* As God goes up
from that place
(Bethel), Jacob
responds:

« Jacob sets up
(another stone
pillar), gives a drink
offering, pours oil
on the pillar &
(re)names Bethel.
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From Bethel to Ephrath

» Jacob moves * Rachel names her
on from Bethel son Ben-oni (‘the
to Ephrath (later son of my sorrow’),
called Bethlehem: but Jacob changes
see Micah 5:2). it to Benjamin (‘son

* Here his wife of my right hand’).
Rachel gives birth « Jacob buries Rachel
to her 2" son, but there & her grave is

dies in childbirth. marked by a pillar.
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Reuben’s done it now

* Reuben lay with « As with the incident
Bilhah, the maid of when the Canaanite
Rachel, who had Shechem lay with
become Jacob’s his daughter Dinah,
concubine & the Jacob seems to do
mother of Dan & & say nothing about
Naphtali. it, until Genesis 49!

Absalom also lay with his father's concubines
& David said nothing (2 Samuel 16:21-22).
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The first list of Jacob’s 12 sons

* This is the 1%t of « Deuteronomy
at least 19 lists of 27:12-13; 33:6-25;
Jacob's sons in the Joshua 13:7-22;
Old Testament: Judges 5:12-18; 1
Genesis 35:22-26; Chronicles 2:1-8:40;
46:8-25; 49:3-27; 12:24-37; 27:16-22;
Exodus 1:2-5; Ezekiel 48:1-7,
Numbers 1:5-15; 23-28, 31-34.
2:3-31; 13:4-13; * Revelation 7:4-8

26:4-51;34:19-28...  (jffers from these.
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Isaac’s last days

« Jacob then comes
to see his father,
Isaac, in Mamre,
near Hebron.

* Issac dies & is then
buried in the family
cave at Machpelah,
by his sons, Jacob
& Esau.
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Abraham’s, Isaac’s & Jacob’s ages
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