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Boys will be men...

* As we step into
Genesis chapter 37,
Jacob is more than
100 years old.

* His oldest sons are
grown men by this
time, & Joseph, the
2n youngest, is 17
years old — a youth
(Genesis 37:2).

Benjamin was too
young to have been
involved with these
events.

Jacob stays in
Hebron, while his
older sons watch his
flocks, which graze
in other parts of the
promised land.
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A bad report to dad

e The end of verse 2+ Verse 3 says, “Now
has Joseph bringing Israel [Jacob] loved
back a bad report to Joseph more than

his father Jacob. all his sons”.

* While Jacob isn't * No doubt the bad
pleased to hear report about Jacob’s
bad things about his  other sons, from
other sons, Joseph Joseph, reinforce

looks even better to Jacob's favoritism
Jacob because of it. towards Joseph.
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possibilities

« It may be that
Jacob, who was
named ‘Israel’ by
God Himself, had
spent more time
talking with Joseph
about the Lord,

since Joseph was
the favored son.

« It may also be
that Jacob, having
learned some things
from the Lord later
in his life, had more
to share spiritually
with Joseph, but
the ideal window of
opportunity to share
the Lord with his
older sons had
passed.
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Unfortunately, everyone’s
sentiments are quite apparent

¢ Jacob had not, it
seems, seen the
error of his parents’
favoritism of one
son over another.

* So Jacob carries on
the family tradition,
by favoring one wife
over another (that is,
Rachel over Leah).

Then, among his

12 sons, he favors
Joseph; his brothers
all know it, & they
hate him & cannot
speak peaceably.

Jacob declares his
favoritism by making
Joseph a special
multi-colored tunic.
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Dream Drama — Part |

« Joseph then tells « Joseph's brother's
his brothers about sheaves all bow
a dream, asking down to Joseph's
them all to listen: upright sheave.

¢ In the dream they * On hearing about
were all in a field, the dream, Joseph's
binding sheaves, brother’'s now hate
when Joseph's Joseph even more
sheave stood than they did

up & rose up. before.
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Dream Drama — Part Il

« Joseph then tells « Jacob responded to
another dream to hearing this dream
his brothers, & to by rebuking Joseph
his father as well. with a question

« In this dream the about the truth
sun & the moon & of the dream.
eleven stars were « Joseph's brothers
all bowing down were all jealous, &

to Joseph. Jacob pondered.
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On a mission

« Joseph's brothers * When Joseph gets

go to pasture the there, he is told that
flocks at Shechem, his brothers headed
(Jacob likely still farther north, near
owned property the city of Dothan.
near Shechem: + So Joseph heads
Genesis 33:19). north & finds his

« Jacob sends his brothers pasturing

son Joseph there to the flocks there
bring back a report. near Dothan.
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His brothers see him at a distance

* As Joseph's older
brothers see him
coming, they begin
to plot his death.

« Initially they discuss
simply killing him &
throwing him in a
cistern, & telling his
father that a wild
beast killed him.

But Reuben, the
eldest, talks the
rest of them out of
taking Joseph's life.
So the brothers
strip Joseph of his
multi-colored tunic
& throw him into a
dry cistern (so he
is trapped alive).
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A ‘free’ ride to Egypt

* As Joseph's older « Judah presents
brothers are sitting the idea that they

down to a meal, should sell Joseph
they see a caravan to the traders.

of traders (the term . g0 they sold Joseph
‘Ishmaelites’ came to the Midianites

to mean ‘traders’), who took him

who were Midianites.  down to Egypt.

Reuben hadn't taken part in selling Joseph!
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Ah! The truth! ...Not so much!

* Reuben is very * As the brothers
distressed to find show the bloodied
that Joseph is not tunic to Jacob, &
in the water cistern. Jacob concludes

« Then the brothers that Joseph died in
cook up a scheme the attack of a wild

to cover up the sale beast, Jacob is quite

of Joseph by putting  inconsolable, saying
goat blood all over that he will go down

Joseph’s tunic. to Sheol grieving.
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The chapter conclusion

« But Joseph had not
been killed by a wild
beast.

* Instead he was on
his way to be sold
to Potiphar, captain
of the bodyguard of
Pharaoh.
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« Jacob had shown
favoritism to his
wives & the painful
problems from that
were evident: Leah
felt unloved, & she
longed to be loved,
even conditionally,
for bearing sons for

her husband Jacob.

« But Jacob did not

learn the lesson
from that favoritism,
so he continued it
by favoring Joseph,
which stirred deep
hatred & jealousy
among his brothers,
resulting in his own
needless sorrow.
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« Jacob’s eldest ten « But rather than
sons, when Joseph continuing to react
was 17, were all to it, they each could
grown men. have & should have

« They had seen their  taken responsibility
father, Jacob, living for their actions &
rightly at times, & made the right
wrongly at times. decisions.

Jacob’s involvement in their guidance in
earlier years might have made a difference!
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* Recognizing that
Joseph was just 17
at this time, we can
see why he might
not have had much
wisdom about all
the serious family
problems that his
father & brothers
were casting on him.

We can see in

this passage that
Joseph seemed
morally good, but
he also needed to
outgrow immaturity,
naiveté, & tattling.

He would also learn
not to boast about
anyone’s dreams.



[image: image15.png]Two things to note about Joseph

* While Joseph was e The Lord allowed

not perfect & had some difficulties, &
some growing up even pretty nasty
to do, he did learn things to happen
the lessons that in Joseph's life, but
the Lord taught Joseph came to
him, continuing to realize that these
stay in fellowship were all of God's

with the Lord. good purpose.
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Genesis 50:20

"As for you, you meant evil against me,
but God meant it for good in order to bring
about this present result, to preserve many
people alive.”

Later, Paul would write to the saints in Rome
Romans 8:28-29

And we know that God causes all things to
work together for good to those who love God,
to those who are called according to His
purpose. 29 ...to become conformed to

the image of His Son...
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