[image: image1.png]Chapter 38 is a wild detour

* Genesis chapter 37 « But while this 38th
ended with Joseph chapter is wild, it is
being sold off to also appropriate.
Potiphar in Egypt. < |t explains things

* Genesis chapter 39 about the character

will resume the of men, & the sin
Joseph account. r_1ature, & of_the
« But chapter 38 will lineage of King

take a wild detour. David & of Christ.



[image: image2.png]But the detour has both
a spiritual & an eternal purpose

* We will see how, in
spite of the failures
& frailties of man,
God will indeed
faithfully preserve
& provide for our
salvation, in part
through the events
in this wild chapter:
Genesis 38.

* And the events of
this wild chapter will
be a turning point in
human & spiritual
history, & for the
sake of the rest of
the time that this
present world has
remaining, as well
as for all eternity.



[image: image3.png]Genesis 38:1-2

Judah deliberately did what
Abraham & Isaac & Jacob sought to avoid

» Abraham sent his * But Jacob’s 4t son,
servant, under oath, Judah, went straight

to find a wife for to the Canaanites to
Isaac who was find a woman, who
not from among became his wife,
the Canaanites. & to have three

« Isaac sent Jacob sons with her.
away from the * God will both judge
Canaanites to Judah'’s foolishness

find a wife. - & show His grace.



[image: image4.png]Genesis 38:3-7

Judah & the daughter of Shua have...

* Judah & the * Judah arranges for
daughter of Shua his son Er to marry

the Canaanite then _al_woma% ntamecli ’
have three sons: amar (‘date palm’).

« But Er is so evil that

* Er (watchful) the Lord takes him
* Onan (‘'strong’) (compare that with
+ Shelah (‘prayer’) Enoch, who walked

with God & then God
took him: Gen. 5:24).
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O, man, Onan!

* Onan, Judah's 2nd ¢ But Onan won't

son, according to a follow through on
custom which later consummation of
was put into the the marriage, so
Law of Moses (see the Lord takes his
Deuteronomy 25:5- life as well.

10), takes Tamar . Jydanh is afraid to
as his wife, since put Tamar with his

his brother, Er, died.  3rd gon, Shelah.

So Tamar goes to live with her father.



[image: image6.png]Genesis 38:12-13

After awhile
« After some time, « After the mourning
Judah’s Canaanite period, Judah is
wife dies. planning on taking
+ Judah tries to slide @ ‘business trip’ to
by his obligation see his flock’s
to arrange for the sheepshearers

marriage, according at Timnah.

to custom, between ¢ Tamar hears about
his son Shelah & his ‘business trip’
Tamar. to Timnah.
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Her clandestine plan for the clan

* Tamar, having * Dressing as a
heard that Judah prostitute, which in
was headed to that time & place
Timnah, & seeing includes a face
that Judah is not covering, she
going to arrange her  locates herself on
marriage to his son the road to Timnah
Shelah, changes & waits for Judah
out of her widow's to come by where

clothes. she is.
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When Judah sees her

« Judah, seeing what
appears to be a
prostitute, falls for
Tamar's scheme
immediately.

* The only question
is how to pay for
services, for which
he offers a goat.

Tamar asks for
collateral until the
goat is delivered,
so Judah gives his
seal, cord & staff.

Tamar conceives by
Judah, leaves there,
& again puts on her
widow's clothing.



[image: image10.png]Genesis 38:20-23

In trying to pay the debt

* Judah sends a
friend with the goat
to pay what he
thought was his
debt to the roadside
prostitute, but there
was no prostitute, &
the local men say
that there never
had been one there!

¢ So Judah doesn't
want to further
pursue giving the
woman the goat,
nor getting back his
seal, cord & staff,
since trying to find
her at this point
would make him
look like a fool.
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A rumor heard, the truth be known

* About three months
later, Judah hears
that his daughter-in-
law Tamar has
become pregnant,
& Judah’s first
reaction is to want
to have her killed
by burning her
with fire.

But Tamar comes
& asks him whose
seal, cord & staff
she has with her!

Once Judah sees
them, he realizes
that he has been
wrong in not putting
her together with
his son Shelah.
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Two for one

* When the time
comes for Tamar
to give birth, she is
pregnant with twins.
* The midwife places
a scarlet thread in

the hand of the 1t
child to become

visible, but the other
child is born 1st,

¢ The one with the
scarlet thread in his
hand comes out 2n.

¢ The child who
comes out 1stis
called Perez (‘a
breach’), & the 2nd
one is called Zerah
(‘brightness’ or
‘dawning’).



[image: image13.png]What Jacob didn’t & Judah did

« Jacob apparently
didn’t provide any
direction to his sons
(except perhaps
Joseph) about not
intermarrying with
the Canaanites, &
about the godly
expression of
male passions.

Judah was the one
who came up with

& ‘sold’ the idea of
selling Joseph, &
carried it out quickly
Judah lost all sense
when it came to his
male passions & the

rightful treatment of
the women in his life.
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 Since Judah didn't

use discernment

in his selection of

a wife, & also didn't
provide any moral
or spiritual direction
to his sons, God
took the lives of
two of the three.

 Since Judah didn't
follow through on
his obligation to put
together Tamar &
Shelah, Tamar the
Canaanite woman
‘took matters into
her own hands’
to have a child.



[image: image15.png]God is merciful & gracious

* The events of this « King David was the

chapter eventually ancestor of both
have a ‘Christmas Joseph & of Mary,
connection’ & also who gave birth to
have a ‘salvation Jesus in Bethlehem.
connection’. « And this Jesus,

e Tamar's son, Perez, born of Mary, is
was the ancestor of called ‘the Lion of

King David. Judah'’ & ‘the Lamb’.



[image: image16.png]. Perez The “Moabite surprise”

* These names are given

Ram_ in Ruth 4:18-22 as the
- Amminadab lineage of King David,
. Nahshon from whom Jesus Christ
. Salmon was descended (Luke 3)
. Boaz———+ Boaz married Ruth,
_ Obed the Moabite woman,
Jesse according to the details

. given in the brief Old
0.David Testament book that
bears her name





[image: image17.png]Genealogy from Judah to David
Genesis 38 & 1 Chronicles 2:3-17

Tamar his daughter-in-law Judah The daughter of Shua the Canaanite
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[image: image18.jpg]Jacob and Tamar (Ge.38)

= Judah gave his
son Onan to Tamar

to perform the levirate

marriage (Ge.38:8).

* Judah asks Tamar
to wait till Shelah is
of age to marry (Ge.

38:11). Tamar learned

that Judah was not
going to keep the
promise of providing
his son Shelah (Ge.
38:14). Judah was
concerned because
he kept losing sons
(Ge.38:11).

Tom Elseroad

Shuah

* A Canaanite
woman (Ge.38:2).

Er
* Very wicked so
God took his life
Ge.38:7).

Onan
* He knew that his
offspring would not
be considered his,
but Er's (Ge.38:9).
The LORD slew him
for spilling his seed
on the ground
(Ge.38:9).
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Shelah
* He grew to the
age to marry, but
Judah chose not to
provide Shelah to
Tamar.

02-18-2004

Tamar
* Tamar played as a
harlot and Judah (her
father-in-law) had
intercourse with her.
She became pregnant
with twins, Pharez and
Zarah (Ge.38:15-30).

Twin Sons

(Pharez] (Zarah )

Judah_and_Tamar.cdr
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