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Joseph’s ‘reality vacation package’

« Aswe wrappedup °
Genesis chapter 37,
we saw that Judah,
leader that he was,
had boldly taken the
initiative to send his
brother Josephonan .
‘all-expenses-paid
reality vacation’ to
the land of Egypt.

The starting point
for Joseph's ‘reality
vacation package’
is at the house

of man named
Potiphar.

Potiphar is the
captain of the body

guard for Egypt's
ruler, Pharaoh.
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The Lord was with Joseph

« In this passage, we * Even Potiphar saw
are not left to guess that the Lord was
as to what “the Lord causing everything
was with” Joseph to prosper that was
means: under Joseph's

- |t means that Joseph ~ Management.
was successful in his < It turns out that the
management of phrase “the Lord is
everything placed with...” holds a key
under his charge. insight for us.



[image: image3.png]“the God of...peace will be with you”

e 2 Corinthians 13:11, < Philippians 4:9,

“Finally, brethren, “The things you
rejoice, be made have learned and
complete, be received and heard
comforted, be and seen in me,
like-minded, live in practice these
peace; and the God things, and the

of love and peace God of peace

will be with you.” will be with you.”

When we walk by faith, God will be with us.
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Over the house

« Potiphar, seeing that
Joseph succeededin
everything that he
managed, put him
‘over the house’.

» Joseph became
Potiphar’s personal
servant, & was put in
charge of his house,
field, & assets.

« All Potiphar paid

attention to was
putting his food
in his mouth!

Genesis 39 also
introduces the
phrase ‘over the
house’, part of the
biblical teaching
on stewardships.
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Joseph was an honorable Hebrew hunk

« Joseph's brothers * While Joseph's

did indeed remove good looks are
his fine & colorful likely just a matter
coat just before his of his genetics &

reality vacation, but regular exercise,
Joseph is apparently  his good looks

still a good-looking are also about to
masculine specimen,  become a serious
even without his stumbling block to

colorful coat. his ongoing success.
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Potiphar's wife
noticed Joseph’s appearance!

« Potiphar’s wife took
notice that Joseph
was very physically
attractive, but her
own character flaws
were the real cause
of her passionate &
persistent appeal to
Joseph that he be
intimate with her.

Her appeal to Joseph
was not subtle nor
restrained — she just
demanded physical
intimacy with Joseph.

The ‘world’ will make
its appeal to us, too,
in ways that vary from
subtle implication to
authoritative demand.
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It's all in how Joseph responded

» Joseph thought « Joseph went to the
about it (he didn't matters with which he
just respond with had been entrusted.
what his feelings « The ‘bottom line’ for
were telling him). Joseph was, “How

« Joseph went directly  will complying with
to the truth, about her demands impact
the most important my own fellowship
relationships in his with God”? (Exodus

life — then & always. 23:23; 1 Cor. 8:12)
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Her persistence — his faithfulness

* Verse 10 tells us * Verse 10 also goes
that Potiphar's wife on to summarize
didn't just make a for us the faithful
one time appeal to response of Joseph
Joseph, but was to the persistent
persistent with him demands & appeals
in her blatant appeal from Potiphar’s
for Joseph to be wife: he didn’t
intimate with her. listen to her!

Consider Joseph's faithful response!
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Even so consider yourselves to be dead

to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12
Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal
body so that you obey its lusts, 13 and do not
go on presenting the members of your body
to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but
present yourselves to God as those alive from
the dead, and your members as instruments
of righteousness to God. 14 For sin shall not
be master over you, for you are not under law
but under grace.

Notice: positive appeals & negative appeals!




[image: image10.png]Romans 13:13-14

Let us behave properly as in the day, not in
carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual
promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and
jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and make no provision for the flesh in regard
to its lusts.

Notice: positive appeals & negative appeals!
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She was persistent &
he was faithful, until one day...

¢ Genesis 39:10 * Then one day,

gives the clear when nobody else
impression that was inside of the
Potiphar’s wife's house, she grabbed
demanding, & his outer garment &
Joseph faithfully made her demand
ignoring her pleas for intimacy again.
continued for some . At this, Joseph fled
period of time — outside, leaving his

day after day. garment in her hand.



[image: image12.png]A comparison & a contrast

* With Joseph's loss  « Judah, Joseph's

of his colorful coat, older brother, fell
just before being for the offer of illicit
sold to the trao!ers, intimacy right away,
& the loss of his paying the price.

outer garment to

Potiphar’s wife, * Joseph, however,
Joseph seems to ignored repeated

lose some clothing demands for illicit
every time his life intimacy, unwilling

is about to change. to pay the price.
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But when Potiphar’s wife told the story...

« Potiphar’'s wife then « When her husband

called to the others came home, she
who where outside, told him the same
telling them that story that she had
Joseph had made told to the workers.
advances toward - Potiphar’s anger
her, but when she burned when he
screamed, Joseph heard his wife's
ran, leaving his account of this

garment with her. incident.
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Joseph in the not so hokey pokey

« Potiphar’'s answer * Placing Joseph
to his wife's charges  in the royal prison,
was to put Joseph the next phase of
in the royal prison, Joseph's ‘reality
which was the least vacation’, provided
severe of the options  Joseph with two
for punishment — he kinds of opportunities
could have put him —one opportunity was
in a common prison like he had before, &
or put him to death. another was new.
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Joseph was a specially empowered
faithful steward for whom God
prepared the opportunities

« Like with Joseph's
stewardship of
everything back in
Potiphar’s house,
the chief jailer found
that everything that
he placed under
Joseph's charge
was done well.

One could look at
Joseph's placement
in prison & just say,
“What a bummer”.
But God provided
the empowerment,
motivation, wisdom
& opportunity, even
preparing the way.
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faithful steward for whom God
prepared the opportunities

 Similar to Joseph,
God intends & has
provided for each
believer here today
to be a specially
empowered faithful
steward for whom
God has prepared
the opportunities.

* We have everything
that the Lord has
provided for all of us,
which includes who
we are in Him & who
Heisinus, & He also
has prepared all the
good works that we
might walk in them.
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