[image: image1.png]Genesis chapters 30-39

How ‘s life going for Joseph?

 Joseph, the 11t « After earning the
of the 12 sons of top slave position
Jacob, seems to in Potiphar’s house,
have started off Joseph was falsely
pretty well in life — accused, & was sent
he was his father's to the king’s prison.
favorite son. « In the king's prison,

« But his brothers he earned the top

were jealous, & sold responsibility there,
him to slave traders. ...but as a prisoner.
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Being in prison has its advantages

« Being in prison has
its advantages for
Joseph, who is
young, but seems
to be learning fast:

« Joseph has another
opportunity to rise
to the top, even if
that is among the
king’s prisoners.

It is also a chance
for Joseph to have
contact with others
of the king's court.

As the Lord was
with Joseph when
he was in Potiphar’'s
house, He was with
him in prison as well
(Genesis 39:21, 23).
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Woas Pharaoh just being picky?

« Pharaoh (the title « But likely Pharaoh

for the Egyptian was concerned
king) was furious about a problem
with his cupbearer with the food &
(responsible for drink that might
what he drank) & have ranged from
baker (responsible mere displeasure
for what he ate). to evidence of a

» We don’t know why court conspiracy
Pharaoh was furious. o poison Pharaoh.
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But until this gets sorted out...

¢ Until Pharaoh’s « Potiphar was part of
men sort out who Pharaoh’s court, but
was responsible for Joseph just stayed
the problem with his in Potiphar's place.

food & drink, both Byt now that Joseph

the cupbearer & the was in the royal
chief baker are in prison, he was in
the royal prison, contact with men
with Joseph, &the who were from

Lord was with him. Pharaoh’s court.
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Joseph hadn’t gone very far

« Potiphar, beingthe « Now the cupbearer
captain of the body & the chief baker
guard, had the royal were placed right
prison right next to with Joseph, &

his house. under his charge.
* So when Joseph « All of them were
was placed in the next to the house
royal prison, he of the captain of
didn’t have to the body guard,

go very far. who was Potiphar.
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It started with a dejected look

¢ The chief baker & « But then they say
the chief cupbearer that there is nobody

each come in with to interpret them.
a dejecte.d look in . Joseph responds
the morning. to them both with

* When Joseph then a question & then
inquires as to why, a request, "Do not
they explain that interpretations
they each had a belong to God? Tell

dream in the night. it to me, please.”
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The king said to Daniel, whose name was
Belteshazzar, "Are you able to make known

to me the dream which | have seen and its
interpretation?" 27 Daniel answered before the
king and said, "As for the mystery about which
the king has inquired, neither wise men,
conjurers, magicians nor diviners are able to
declare it to the king. 28 However, there is a
God in heaven who reveals mysteries, and

He has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar
what will take place in the latter days. This was

your dream and the visions in your mind while
on your bed."
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Chief cupbearer first

* The chief cupbearer « The cupbearer, with

told his dream to Pharaoh’s cup in his
Joseph first. hand, squeezed the
¢ |In his dream he grapes into the cup,
saw a vine with & set the full cup in
three branches, & Pharaoh’s hand.

the branches went
from blossoming to

ripe grapes.
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An interpretation & a request

« Joseph tells the ¢ Then Joseph asks
chief cupbearer that the chief cup bearer
the three branches totell Pharaoh about
stand for three days: him (about Joseph).
that in three days - Joseph, after all,
Pharaoh will restore was brought down to
the cupbearer to Egypt wrongly & did
his former place nothing to deserve
as cupbearer in being in this prison

Pharaoh’s court. in the first place.
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Bad dream — even worse news

e The baker, hearing * The baker said
that the cupbearer's that the birds were

interpretation was eating the baked
favorable, told his goods from the
dream to Joseph: basket on his head.
¢ Three baskets of « Joseph said that
bread on his head, the baker would be
& the top one with beheaded in three
baked goods for days, be hung, & his

Pharaoh. body eaten by birds.
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It all happened
as Joseph said, except...

« Just as Joseph
said, the chief
baker is indeed
beheaded, & his
body left to hang
as food for the
carrion birds.

* And the cupbearer
is also restored, as
Joseph had said.

Likely, within three
days of Joseph's
interpretation - on
Pharaoh'’s birthday
- the investigation
into the Pharaoh’s
food & drink issue
was concluded.

But... the cupbearer
forgot about Joseph.



[image: image12.png]Have you ever been
disappointed with God — or mad at Him?

« It is easy to see
how Joseph could
be disappointed
with God, or others:

Sold by his brothers
Falsely accused
Sent to prison

The request for a
favor soon forgotten

« Joseph had been
given at least two
dreams by the time
he was seventeen
that clearly said that
he was going to rule
over his siblings —
even his parents —
yet none of this
had come to pass.
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Genesis 50:20

"As for you, you meant evil against me,
but God meant it for good in order to bring
about this present result, to preserve many
people alive.”

Later, Paul would write to the saints in Rome
Romans 8:28-29

And we know that God causes all things to
work together for good to those who love God,
to those who are called according to His
purpose. 29 ...to become conformed to

the image of His Son...



[image: image14.png]About our anger or disappointment
with God or with others

* Our own anger or * When we hold to
disappointment with our own plan &

God, & sometimes agenda for life,
with others, can be rather than God's,
because we have life will almost
viewed life with our certainly bring
own plan & agenda, us to anger &
rather than God's disappointment
plan & agenda. with God & others.

God'’s plan is for conforming & transforming.
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And we know that God causes all things to

work together for good to those who love God,
to those who are called according to His

purpose. 29 ...to become conformed to
the image of His Son...

Transformed by God's word: 2 Corinthians 3:18

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as
in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory
to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.
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