[image: image1.png]“l had a dream...”

* Genesis chapter 41 « But the book of
begins with Pharaoh dreams was not

having a dream. inspired by God,

- Now in Egypt in nor cjid the readers
those days, dreams  ©f this pagan book
were thought of as believe in God.

a message from the <« Sothe pagan priests’
gods, which were interpretations of
interpreted using a dreams were often

‘book of dreams’. vague, or just false.
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Pharaoh has a dream

¢ Pharaoh begins his + And the ugly &

two-dream night gaunt cows come &
with seven sleek & eat the seven sleek
fat cows along the & fat cows.
Nile River, eating « After that dream
among the marsh Pharach awakes
grasses. from his sleep, only
e Then seven ugly & to return to sleep &
gaunt cows come begin yet another

out of the Nile... dream.
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Same song, 2" verse

* When Pharaoh * Then seven thin
goes back to sleep, & scorched ears
he has a 2" dream. of grain come up,

+ And in his 2nd parched by the
dream, seven east wind.
plump & good ¢ These seven thin
ears of grain grow & scorched ears
on a single stalk, consume the
but they do not plump & good

remain. ears of grain.
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Seeing double

« Beginning with « Joseph himself once
Joseph's own had two dreams.
dreams, Moses, + Joseph became
the author of the high steward twice
book of Genesis, before this event.

took care to weave

a ”“”.‘ber of pairs Pharaoh’s court were
into his account,

likely to serve as in prison with him.

a confirmation * Now Pharaoh also
' had two dreams.

¢ Two men from
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And lo, from the Nile there came up seven cows,
sleek and fat; and they grazed in the marsh grass.
3 Then behold, seven other cows came up after
them from the Nile, ugly and gaunt, and they stood
by the other cows on the bank of the Nile. 4 The
ugly and gaunt cows ate up the seven sleek and
fat cows. Then Pharaoh awoke. 5 He fell asleep
and dreamed a second time; and behold, seven
ears of grain came up on a single stalk, plump
and good. 6 Then behold, seven ears, thin and
scorched by the east wind, sprouted up after
them. 7 The thin ears swallowed up the seven
plump and full ears. Then Pharaoh awoke,

and behold, it was a dream.
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If only they were just dreams

« But when Pharaoh  + But these magicians

awakes from his & wise men, all of
sleep he is troubled. them trained in the

« Pharaoh’s dreams pagan traditions of
were thought to be Egypt, could not
more significant come up with an
than others’ dreams,  interpretation of
soallthe magicians Pharaoh’s dreams —
& wise men are they were stumped

gathered together. by the pair of dreams.



[image: image7.png]Genesis 41:9-13

Oh... now | remember!

« Just two years
before, Joseph had
interpreted the
cupbearer's dream.

« But even after
Joseph asked him
to bring Joseph to
mind with Pharaoh,
the cupbearer had
not remembered.

* But these two
profound dreams,
& this being the 2nd
time that we find
no interpreter for a
dream, the chief
cupbearer recalls
that Joseph had
interpreted his own
dream, in prison.
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Now that you've waited — hurry up!

* When they send & * Pharaoh then gives
call for Joseph, they Joseph a summary
hurriedly get Joseph  of his problem: a

from the prison. dream, but no

+ He shaves himself interpretation.
& cleans himself * Pharaoh then tells
up, likely also in Joseph that he has
a hurry, & gets heard that Joseph
himself over to can interpret

Pharaoh'’s court. dreams.
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God will

« Joseph's simple
clarification of
Pharaoh’s having
heard that Joseph
can interpret

dreams is clear:
¢ God is the One

who will give the

interpretation of

Pharaoh’s dreams.

* The fleshly believer

will eagerly blame
God & demand that
God do things on a
human time scale.

But Joseph, with
faith in God, gives
God the credit even
before the dream

is told to him.
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Pharaoh spills the beans

* Pharaoh then * Perhaps the details
proceeds to tell of his dream were
Joseph the details not given when
of his dream, & Pharaoh told the
that nobody among magicians & wise
his magicians men because it
& wise men can didn’t do any good
interpret them, — none of them
just as we saw in could interpret

Genesis 41:1-8. the dreams.
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That's what I'm talkin’ about!

« Joseph then tells * The seven good
Pharaoh what the cows & the seven
two dreams mean: good ears of grain

. Though Pharaoh are seven years of
had two dreams, good crops.
they mean the * The seven gaunt
same thing, & God cows & the seven
has told Pharaoh ears of parched
what will soon take grain are seven

place in Egypt. years of famine.
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And here’s what that means

« Joseph then told ¢ The ‘double dreams’
Pharaoh that these of Pharaoh also had
dreams meant that a great significance:
seven years of good + The things foretold
harvest would be in these dreams
followed by seven were determined
years of harvest so by God & were
bad that the good most certain to take
years would be place, & would take

forgotten. place very quickly.
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Here’s what you'd better do about this

« Joseph proceeded °
to tell Pharaoh, with
all of his court also
listening, what ought
to be done to prepare
for the next 14 years: .
¢ Pharaoh should
appoint a wise man

over the land, who
will use overseers...

to gather up one
fifth of the harvest
during those good
years, & guard the
storehouses.

Then when the bad
years do come there
will be a reserve to
carry Egypt through
those bad years.
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Then Pharaoh said to his servants, "Can we
find a man like this, in whom is a divine spirit?"
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Yo’ de man!

* Pharaoh, seeing .
that Joseph had
uniquely given the
interpretation of the
dreams & had even
told Pharaoh how to
handle the coming .
opportunity & crisis,
put Joseph 2 in
charge in all Egypt.

Joseph was given
Pharaoh'’s signet
ring, clothed in fine
linen, & a golden
necklace was even
placed on his neck.
Joseph is placed
in Pharaoh’s #2

chariot & all are told,
“bow the knee!”
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‘Over my house’

* Pharaoh then gives
Joseph a place, as
he put it, “over my
house” (verse 40),
& “over all the land

of Egypt” (verse 43).

* In these verses we
see again a pattern
of stewardship, as
we've seen before.

* When Joseph was
with Potiphar, he
also made him “over
his house’ & “over
all that he owned”.

« Stewardships began
in the garden of
Eden, continue now,
& into times yet to
come on this earth.
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A name & a wife

* Pharaoh, likely * He also gave him
in the interest of a wife: Asenath,
acceptance of the daughter of
Joseph, as well Potiphera priest
as acculturation, of On.
gives Joseph an + On was a city later
Egyptian name: named ‘Heliopolis’

Zaphenath-paneah. (Sun City).

Joseph had all the marks of Egyptian culture.
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Joseph just does it!

« Joseph carries  He fills storehouses,
out what he had in all the cities of
recommended Egypt, even to the
to Pharoah: degree that while he

« He accumulates tracked the one fifth
one fifth of all the of the harvest, he
grain harvest in just stopped trying
Egypt during the to account for the
anticipated seven total amount of

good years. grain accumulated.



[image: image20.png]Genesis 41:50-57

Joseph just undoes it!

« All the grain that
had been stored
during the seven
good years is now
being sold back to
the people during
the seven bad years,
& those bad years
were really, really
bad years of very
great famine!

The famine is so
bad that not only
are people from
Egypt coming for
grain, but people
from other lands
are coming to
Egypt for grain.
The grain houses

are being drained to
feed all the people.
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& it may not be short, either

¢ As human beings * But as we have
of limited foresight, seen in the life of
our expectations of Joseph, though God
the ideal path tend ultimately brought
to be direct & short him into better

— we humans like circumstances,

to be able to see he endured one
our goals in view injustice after

& on a relatively another before

short timeframe. getting there.



[image: image22.png]Heavens! You may have to walk by faith!

¢ 2 Corinthians 5:7, « But by trusting in

“...for we walk by what God has said
faith, not by sight...” in His word, & what
- Walking by faith He has made us to
means to live out be in Him & who He
our lives, not by is in each one of us.
what we can see * Walking by faith is
& touch & hear, not presuming that
nor by this world's God will do what we

insights & resources.  think is a good idea.
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¢ Though Joseph ¢ This isn't a matter of
could easily have shoving God down
taken the credit for peoples throats,
himself — more than but of giving credit
once! — he did not where credit is due.
do so. Instead, + That way, God gets
Joseph made it the glory because
clear that God did He is due a very
the revealing & great deal of credit,

the interpreting. & that's forever.
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