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* A major theme from « Joseph didn’t know

Genesis 42-50 will what they had told
be the process of their father.
restoring fellowship  « But there was a
between Joseph & great deal else he
his brothers. didn’t know when
¢ His brothers sold he first saw them,
him off, after they & now ‘the tables
discussed killing were turned’: he

him, whenhewas 17. was 2" in Egypt.
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some critical questions

* Now that 20 years * How is God going to
have gone by since work out things so
Joseph last saw any  that the two dreams

of his family, how that Joseph had 20
had his brothers years before would
changed — or had come to pass?

they changed at all? . How would Joseph
* Do they realize that forgive his brothers

selling Joseph was for the horrific thing

wrong before God? they did to him?
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more critical questions

« Now that Joseph « Will Joseph decide

has power - even that God bears the
of life & death - blame for his pain &
over his brothers, heartache from his
how far will he go brothers, or will he
with that power? decide that God is
« How will Joseph ultimately going to
We|gh those awful work this all out for
things that his own a good & valuable

brothers did to him? purpose?



[image: image5.png]Did Joseph just do everything right,
or was Joseph also being impacted?
* Some have said « Did Joseph have

that Joseph just did deep emotional
everything right with responses to seeing

his brothers, since his brothers again?
they were tested by« Though Joseph
what Joseph did. could have been far
« But was Joseph just more harsh with his
making logical & brothers, to the point
moral choices all of death, was what

the way along? he did totally right?
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Joseph remembered the dreams which he had
about them, and said to them, "You are spies;
you have come to look at the undefended parts
of our land.”

Genesis 42:14
Joseph said to them, "It is as | said to you,
you are spies."

Genesis 42:16

"Send one of you that he may get your brother,
while you remain confined, that your words may
be tested, whether there is truth in you. But if
not, by the life of Pharaoh, surely you are spies.”
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can no longer control himself: Genesis 45:1

Then Joseph could not control himself
before all those who stood by him...
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« Joseph will falsely

accuse his brothers

of being spies at
least three times.

« Joseph will place
them all in prison,
based on his false
accusation, & then
send all but one of
them back home.

« Joseph will make
demands that will
place his own aged
father under great
stress & sorrow.

* When his brothers
return, he will set
them all up to be
falsely accused
- again.
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« Joseph will also ¢ In the end, Joseph
show generosity will have his whole
to his brothers in family come to live
filling their sacks in Egypt as his royal
full, & returning guests, to provide
the money they for them through the
paid for the grain. famine & for the rest

- Joseph will feed of their earthly days.

them, with his own  + Joseph will show
food, the royal best. them mercy & grace.
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The people of all the earth came to Egypt
to buy grain from Joseph, because the
famine was severe in all the earth.
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Jacob sends ten brothers for food

« Jacob’s family was  + But he doesn't send

among the great Joseph's brother

many who had been Benjamin, who was

severely impacted the youngest, &

by the intensity & also was the one

extent of the famine. remaining son of his
- Having heard that favorite wife, Rachel.

Egypt had food, he + Jacob is afraid of
sends his ten oldest losing Benjamin,
sons to buy food. so he stays home.



[image: image12.png]Genesis 42:5-7

Joseph'’s brothers show up

« Joseph is the man  His brothers are not

in charge of all of expecting Joseph to
Egypt’s great food be 2n in Egypt, but
reserve. he also disguises

- So as people come himself from being
for food from around ~ recognized, &even

the known world, further, speaks to
Joseph sees his them harshly in the
own brothers Egyptian language

among them! (Genesis 42:23).
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Joseph recognizes, remembers & says

« Joseph recognizes * So Joseph opts to

his brothers, but disguise himself in a
they don't know few ways, including
that it is him. addressing them

- Joseph recalled the 2l harshly in the
dreams that he had Egyptian language,

at age 17, in which with the accusation
his brothers & even  that they are spies
his parents would looking for a place of

bow down to him. military weakness.
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Back & forth — mostly back

« Joseph alternately * In the end Joseph

accuses his ten tells them that he
older brothers of will test their truth-
being spies, while telling, but keeps
his brothers defend them all in prison
themselves as all for three days,
brothers of just one where he can
father — why send watch them &

ten brothers on a listen to their

spying mission? discussions.
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Free at last! — most of them anyway, sorta

¢ On the third day of  * They discus their

their imprisonment joint guilt, along
Joseph tells them with Joseph's &
that he will let them Reuben'’s pleadings,

go if they leave one when the brothers
brother behind while  had sold Joseph to

the rest of them the slave traders.
take food home & . Joseph gave orders
return with their to keep Simeon & to

youngest brother. send off the others.
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What is this that God has done to us?"

« Joseph had his * On opening his
brothers’ sacks not sack on the way
only filled with grain, home, one of them
but with the money discovered that the
they had paid for money for the food
the grain. was in his sack!

The brothers interpreted the money in
the one sack as punishment from God,
since they figured this could warrant
a further accusation against them.
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Allow us to summarize this fine mess!

* When the nine « But when they &
brothers reach their father see that
Jacob (all nine of every single one of
them), they tell them has their
what seems to money in their sack,
be a short version all are dismayed.
of the account with .« jacob figures that
as positive a spin Joseph & Simeon

as they can muster.  are both ‘no more'.
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* While we might * He did not carry
wonder about the out the punishments
specific actions that that his brothers
Joseph took with had deserved.
his brothers, he « He was merciful
was merciful: rather than cruel &

* He did not carry out vengeful, to which
the punishments he we also are called
had the authority to (Romans 12:17-19,
carry out on them. 21).
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« If mercy is defined « Joseph lived out

as withholding a grace among his
punishment or quite undeserving
refraining from brothers, in giving

a cruelty, then their money back
showing grace is with their sacks of
giving when an item grain (more to come).
or a favor is not « We are called to

deserved or earned show grace (Eph.
by the recipient. 4:29; 2 Cor. 8:7).
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see things in terms of God’'s working

¢ Though the process + In our own lives the
is not yet done, it is difficulties that we
clear in this chapter encounter may be

that all of Joseph's either trials that are
brothers were intended to grow
seeing the bad us & conform us
things that were to Christ’s image
happening in their (Romans 8:28, 29),
lives as God's or God's discipline

discipline. (Hebrews 12:4-11).
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see things in terms of God’'s working

« Eventually Joseph
would come to see
the injustices his
brothers carried
out on him, his
slavery, false
accusations &
imprisonment
were all to God's
good purpose.

Earlier he had seen
it as “his trouble” &
Egypt as “the land
of my affliction”.

Even for us who
now believe, God
intends to use trials
& tribulations to
grow us & conform
us to His glory.



[image: image22.png]Joseph took
the first steps toward forgiving

* By being merciful « For us in the body
& gracious, Joseph of Christ, the basis
was taking the first for our forgiveness
steps toward totally of one another is
forgiving all of his that in Christ we're
brothers. already forgiven!

e These steps would « That's grace-based
not be shown as motivation: forgiven
completed until because we're

the last chapter. forgiven.
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aim for restoration & resolution

* For a believer who  « For problems
steps off the path of between ourselves

fellowship with the & others, including
Lord & with other other believers, we
believers, we are are called to seek to
called to seek to restore fellowship
restore that believer (this is not the same
to a walk with the as compromise;

Lord & with others Romans 15:5;
(Galatians 6:1). Philippians 2:2)
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