[image: image1.png]As we turn to Genesis chapter 43

« Jacob & his sons « that they should

(less Simeon & not return to Egypt

Joseph) & all the without bringing

rest of his clan, their youngest

are now running brother, Benjamin.

low on food. - Joseph knows who
« Simeon is still in his brothers are, &

Egypt with Joseph, that his father is still
& Joseph has told alive, but they don't
his brothers... recognize him.



[image: image2.png]Godly assumptions & questions

* Though we might « But Joseph also
wonder about some maintains another

of the things that godly assumption:
Joseph does with » God can change
his brothers, he people’s hearts.

does show them
both mercy & grace,
& refrains from the
revenge he could
have carried out.

« Joseph's ten older
brothers had been
very fleshly men,
but were they still
fleshly - or changed?
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“buy us a little food” & other fantasies

¢ Genesis 43:1 says * So Jacob's initial

that the famine direction to his nine
was severe. oldest sons, that is

- Verse 2 says that clearly out of touch
they had finished with reality, is to go
off the grain that back to Egypt to
they had bought “buy us a little food”.
from Egypt on * What on earth is he

the first trip. thinking?!
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Meanwhile, back in the real world

* Judah reminds his * Judah tells his father
father of the demand  that they would only
that the grand vizier go back for food, in
of Egypt had made any amount, if they

to the brothers: have Benjamin with
- Only come back them, as the grand

with their youngest vizier had demanded

brother’ Benjamin_ of them, or not at all.

Benjamin is the issue - not the quantity of food.
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Jacob questions — Judah responds

Jacob (called ‘Israel’
here) questions
Judah as to why he
had told the grand
vizier that he had a

younger brother:

“Why did you treat
me so badly...?”

« Judah responds

that they answered
the grand vizier's
questions, not
having any idea
that he would
demand they bring
Benjamin with them.

Judah is about to reveal a character change!
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I'll be responsible
& let’'s not procrastinate

« Judah had just * He also told his
presented to his father that he would
father Jacob (aka be held responsible

Israel) that they had for the outcome by
to go down to Egypt taking Benjamin
with Benjamin. with him to Egypt.

Judah also tells his father that they should

not procrastinate any longer — they could
have made two trips to Egypt by now.




[image: image7.png]Was this the same Judah?
« Judah proposed the sale of Joseph to the
Midianites (37:26-27).
« Judah separated himself from his family
to live with the Canaanites (38:1a).

« Judah hung around with an ungodly man
named Hirah (38:1b).

« Judah married a Canaanite unbeliever (38:2).

« Judah was not a spiritual leader & lost two
of his sons in death as judgment (38:7,10).

« Judah was sexually immoral, joining himself
with a supposed prostitute (38:15-18).



[image: image8.png]Genesis 43:11-15

Jacob makes some adjustments

« Jacob then tells « 2) Take double the
them to take three money: the money
things with them returned to them in
back to Egypt: their sacks, & the

+ 1) Take fromthe best Money to buy more
products of the land « 3) Take Benjamin

Jacob not only makes a realistic decision,
but looks to the Lord to grant compassion,
& so the sons go to stand before Joseph.
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Jacob makes some adjustments

« Jacob then tells « 2) Take double the
them to take three money: the money
things with them returned to them in
back to Egypt: their sacks, & the

+ 1) Take fromthe best Money to buy more
products of the land « 3) Take Benjamin

Jacob not only makes a realistic decision,
but looks to the Lord to grant compassion,
& so the sons go to stand before Joseph.



[image: image10.png]Genesis 43:16-25

Here they come!

* As Joseph sees « But Joseph's
his brothers coming steward told them:
with Benjamin, he “Be at ease, do not
has his steward be afraid. Your God
prepare for lunch and the God of your
for all of them. father has given you
» Joseph's brothers treasure in your
at first expressed sacks” (from 43:23).

concern about the e Then he brought
money in their sacks.  Simeon out to them.



[image: image11.png]Genesis 43:26-30

Presents in Joseph'’s presence

e The older brothers  * Then Joseph asks
present the gifts to about their father &

Joseph that they about their brother
had brought from Benjamin.
their own land. - As Joseph says

* And they all bow to Benjamin, “May
deeply before their God be gracious to
brother Joseph, you, my son,” he
though they don't rushes out of the

know who he is. room to weep.
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Let's eat!

* As Joseph was able
to compose himself,
he ordered the meal
to be served, & that
the brothers all be
seated in their exact
birth order, which, of
course, astonished
them all.

¢ They were served
a meal of the same
quality of supply &
preparation that
Joseph himself ate,
but Benjamin was
given five times as
much food as the
others.



[image: image13.png]What was Joseph doing?

* We will see in
this chapter & in
the next couple
of chapters that
Joseph will show
mercy & grace to
his brothers, while
inquiring about his
father & the rest of

the extended family.

« But while trusting
that God can truly
change the hearts
of people, Joseph
also wanted to
know if his brothers
had truly changed,
to the point that
they could now
be trusted.
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» The 1%t change that « Christ took upon

God intends takes Himself the sins
place when we of the whole world
believe the gospel: —yours & mine.

« Christ, the Son of ¢ God places each
God, died for our believer into Christ,
sins, was buried places Christ into
& rose again. each believer, &

« Nothing else, nor each believer into

more, nor less. the body of Christ.
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* When the Lord
takes us who have
believed home to
be with Him, every
single one of us will
be raptured — taken
up by & to be with
the Lord Jesus
Christ forever (1
Thess. 4:13-18).

We will have new
bodies like Christ’'s
& will be fully made
into His image:

1 John 3:2, “We
know that when He
appears, we will be
like Him, because
we will see Him
just as He is.”
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 This 2" phase is * This is the one
the part that we who  change that will
believe are in right take place over
now — right now we time while we are
are living between here on this earth.
the time when God « This Change has
made the changes two primary aspects
when we believed & each one of those
& those that will is intended to make

take place. us ‘look’ like Christ.
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