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They just think they're headed home

* As Joseph's eleven « Put Joseph's
brothers prepare to own silver cup in
head home, Joseph Benjamin’s sack.
has a few tasks for « Pursue the eleven

his steward: brothers & accuse
* Put the grain them of repaying
& money in the evil for good by

brothers’ sacks. taking the cup.
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Gotchal!
¢ The steward does * As they search
just as Joseph each of their sacks,
had directed. oldest to youngest,
- But before they Benjamin’s sack is
search all of found to have the
their sacks, the silver cup!
brothers offer that * They all tear their
the one with the clothes in lament
cup die & the over this ghastly

others be slaves. discovery.
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Judah said what?

¢ As they come back + Judah then offers
before Joseph, they all the brothers as

all fall before him. Joseph's slaves.

« Joseph first asks « But Joseph refuses
questions of them. Judah'’s offer of

- Judah then speaks slavery, saying that
up for them, with he would just keep
questions that say Benjamin as a slave
they were at a loss but that the rest

to speak anything. should go home.
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And then Judah said...

¢ Judah then speaks + Judah spoke with

more personally Joseph, centering
to Joseph while his careful words
acknowledging on concern for his
that he is like father’'s well-being.
Pharaoh in « Judah offers to take
authority. Benjamin’s place as
« Judah recounts a slave in Egypt,

his father's & his so that his brother

family’s history. Benjamin returns!



[image: image5.png]Judah takes the lead

« Judah takes the ¢ He speaks up
lead, in the way that boldly but humbly,
a leader should: to appeal for mercy

« He stands up, for others, even if it
taking responsibility must come at his
for his errors & own expense.
offering that he « Judah takes the
take the penalty, lead in expressing
out of concern great care for his

for others. father’'s welfare.
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¢ The ten brothers, ¢ The brothers who
who once treated once lied to Jacob
Joseph with burning about Joseph's
hate & with callous death, breaking his
disregard, actually heart, are doing
expressed regret & everything they can
remorse for what to assure Jacob &

they did to him. to protect him.



[image: image7.png]Consider this, too

* The brothers * The brothers who
who once acted hated the children
with deception & of Rachel (Joseph &
treachery are trying Benjamin) are now
to act honestly in promising to protect
returning money Benjamin with their
that they knew lives & to give their

wasn't theirs. lives for his.
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[image: image9.png]Consider this as well

¢ The brothers
who had once
abandoned Joseph
now returned, in
part, to rescue their
brother, Simeon.



[image: image10.png]Joseph’s brothers have changed

¢ They didn't resent * They acted as one

it when Benjamin when the silver cup
was given a five was found, & they
times larger portion didn’t sell out young
than the other Benjamin as a slave
brothers (43:34). to Egypt (44:13).

They completely humbled themselves
for Benjamin's sake (44:14).



[image: image11.png]Joseph’s brothers have changed

* They knew their * They offered

predicament was themselves as

a consequence of slaves to Egypt,
their sin against together with
Joseph (44:16). Benjamin (44:16).

They showed genuine concern for how
their father would be effected (44:29-31).



[image: image12.png]Joseph’s brothers have changed

« Judah says that he
is willing to be made
a substitutionary
sacrifice for his
brother (to take his
place as a slave),
out of love for
Benjamin & his
father (44:33).



[image: image13.png]God seeks a change we don’t vote on

* We saw that God ¢ The change that

intends to use God has in mind is
circumstances also called spiritual
to conform us to growth towards a
Christ's image maturity that is both
(Romans 8:28,29) for each individual
& His word to believer & for the
transform us to church body as a
Christ's image (2 whole (Eph. 4:11-

Corinthians 3:18). 16; Col. 1:28).



[image: image14.png]Aiming for resolution & reconciliation

« Joseph is neither
naive nor neglectful
of his ten older
brothers’ rotten
track record for
moral character.

* He is not rushing
to resolution &
reconciliation by
turning a blind eye.

But Joseph does
show mercy &
grace to his
brothers.

In the big picture we
will see that Joseph
aims for resolution
& reconciliation with
his extended family,
as is God's will.



[image: image15.png]It is God’s desire for we believers
to seek restoration & reconciliation

« It may take time, * We are not called
& it may require to choose between
great patience & love & truth, either
a persistence that — God's character
is beyond human includes both (John
comprehension 14:6; 1 Corinthians
& even our own 13:6; Ephesians
resources. 4:15; 1 John 4:18).

Matthew 18:15; Romans 15:5;
1 Corinthians 1:10; Galatians 6:1




[image: image16.png]Similar themes
in the New Testament

« Avoiding quarrels, * Same mind, one

resolving conflicts, mind, like-minded,
pursuing peace: one mouth, unity:
¢ Romans 12:18: 1 ¢ Romans

Corinthians 1:10-11; 12:16; 155, 6; 1

1 Thessalonians Corinthians 1:10; 2
5:13; 1 Timothy 3:3; Corinthians 13:11;
Titus 3:9-11; Ephesians 4.3, 13;
Hebrews 12:14; Philippians 1:27;
James 3:17. 2:1, 2; Colossians

3:15.
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