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Jacob (aka Israel) offered sacrifices

* The Bible gives

no detail about the
trip from Egypt to
Canaan, nor the
packing of all the
wagons - even with
seventy people &
their things to load.

* The Bible does say
where Jacob stops:

* At Beersheba Jacob
offers sacrifices, at
the very same place
where his father
Isaac had built an
altar (Genesis 26:25)
& also where Isaac’s
father Abraham had
called on the name
of the Lord (Genesis
21:33).
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What is God’s will?

 Since Jacob knew
that Canaan was
promised 1t to
Abraham, & that
the promise was
repeated to Isaac &
to himself, he wants
to make sure that
leaving that land
for Egypt was OK.

We ought to be
careful to seek out
God's will as well.

Fortunately, as with
Jacob, the Lord has
revealed a great
deal to us for our
guidance & for our
understanding of
His will.
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Jacob is leaving all that is familiar

* As people get into « But that is the way

their later years, walking by faith can
they are often be: you & me learning
reluctant to move to depend on the
away from what is Lord’s provision &
familiar to them. promises, & on our

« So for Jacob this is familiarity with Him.
a big adjustment, * What the Lord may
contrary to typical be calling us to can

human preference. be unfamiliar to us.
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Where is Jacob going?

« Egypt had been « Jacob was told by
a place where God that this land
Jacob’s grandfather that he was in was
Abraham had found the land that God

some big trouble intended for him.
(Genesis 12), & his . So he had every
father Isaac was reason to double
told, “Do not go check Egypt’s

down to Egypt” invitations, & his

(Genesis 26). own feelings.
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An offering of thanksgiving

¢ Given the Hebrew ¢ As believers, even

word for sacrifices, when we are asking
Jacob's offering is about God's will, &
for thanksgiving. wondering about

« He is likely thanking ~ What is next in our
the Lord for being lives, thanksgiving
restored to Joseph,  is the right response
& for providing for to God's gracious
his family through blessings, & to seek

this severe famine. His grace even more.
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Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,

to which indeed you were called in one body;
and be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ
richly dwell within you, with all wisdom
teaching and admonishing one another

with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing with thankfulness in your hearts to
God. 17 Whatever you do in word or deed,
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks through Him to God the Father.

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Rejoice always; 17 pray without ceasing;
18 in everything give thanks; for this is
God's will for you in Christ Jesus.
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“Jacob, Jacob”

* God then calls out
Jacob’s name twice
as He also did with
Abraham (Genesis
22:11), with Moses
(Exodus 3:4), with
Samuel (1 Samuel
3:10), with Martha
(Luke 10:41), & with
Saul (Acts 9:4).

It is clear that God's
communication with
Jacob is personal.
It is specifically with
& for him - Jacob.

« Jacob responds as

others did before &
after when the Lord
had called out their
names, “Here | am”.
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“Do not be afraid...”

* God identified ¢ The “Do not be
Himself, then told afraid” passages
Jacob “Do not be are there for two
afraid to go down primary reasons:
to Egypt”.  We need comforting.

* God, or His agents  « We need to trust
the angels, tell God for what He will
people in the Bible do next in our lives,
not to be afraid - or for what He will

dozens of times. have us do next.
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God is faithful & God is with you

¢ God had promised  « God would also be
Abraham (Genesis faithful to Jacob by
12:2) that He would being with him as

make of him ‘a he goes to Egypt.
great nation’. - As believers we can
* God would remain count upon God's
faithful to that as promised presence
Jacob went to Egypt  in each thing that
— God would make we do & wherever

him ‘a great nation’. we do.
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Seventy people moved to Egypt

* Verses 5-27 give * The other daughters

Jacob's family tree: & granddaughters
« Two sons of Judah are counted but are
are listed, but their not named, W_hICh
deaths are noted. means that Dinah
Genesis 34) &
* A daughter & a (
granddaughter Serah are both

are also named: c_ons_iqered
Dinah & Serah. significant.
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Six sons of the tribe of Tsrael by birth mother Leah & their descendants, 33 persons in all, including Dinal|

Reuben Simeon Levi Judah Issachar Zebulun

Hanoch Jemuel Gershon Br Tola Sered.

Pallu Jamin Kohath Onan Puvah Elon

Hezon Ohad Merari Shelah Tob Jahleel

Carmi Jachin Zerah Shimron

Zohar Perez.
Shaul Hezion
Hamul

Birth mother Zilpah. 16 persons ~ [Birth mother Rachel. 14 persons  [Birth mother. Bilhah, 7 persons|

Gad Asher Joseph Benjamin  Naphtali Dan

Ziphion Jimnah Manasseh  Belah Tahzeel Hushim

Haggi Ishuah Ephraim Becher Guni

Shuni Tsui Ashbel Jezzer

Ezbon Serah Gera Shillem | Legend

Eri Beriah Naaman 70 persons in all

Arodi Heber Eha L generation

Areli Malchiel Rosh 3 generation
Muppim 4" generation
Huppimn daughter sisters
Ard decensed sons
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A long overdue family reunion

* These verses * You can imagine
describe the all of the pent up
reunion of Jacob emotions & longings
with Joseph (after that were expressed
22 years of Jacob on that pivotal day.
thinking Josephwas . Yoy can also likely
dead, & Joseph not  imagine the curious
sure if his father combination of relief,
was alive or if his & being at the end
father knew he of a journey, & at the

was alive). start of a new life.
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How to introduce yourself to Pharaoh,
in one easy lesson

« Egyptians had * So Joseph, knowing
biases against the Egyptians well,
certain foreigners told his family to
& occupations, so refer to their
while Joseph was occupation as
highly regarded, ‘keepers of livestock’
he did not want his rather than as
family to be looked ‘shepherds’, since

down upon because  that was more easily
of any Egyptian bias.  accepted, but true.
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