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From subsistence to opportunity

« For the first two « to live in the very
years of this severe best part of Egypt,
famine, Jacob & his & Pharaoh had
extended family had offered them an

survived only by opportunity with
attempting to buy his own livestock,
grain from Egypt. they could keep

« But now that both growing in numbers

Joseph & Pharaoh & providing for all
had invited them... of their families.



[image: image2.png]Genesis 47:7-12

Jacob blesses Pharaoh

« Joseph introduces ¢ Pharaoh asks

his father Jacob to Jacob how many
Pharaoh. years he has lived.

» Jacob blesses » Jacob tells Pharaoh
Pharaoh (Genesis that he has lived
47:7, 10), which 130 years, but they
likely means that have been few &
Jacob speaks well unpleasant, & not
of & wishes God's as many as his

blessing on Pharaoh.  fathers.
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* He was raised by parents who were dysfunctional (25:28).

* He stole his father’s blessing by means of deception & was forced to
leave his family because of the hatred of Esau (27:1-46).

* He spent years in exile, serving his uncle, Laban, who repeatedly
cheated him (29:13-30).

» He planned to marry one wife & ended up with four (29:18), & the
outcome of this was continual competition & strife (29:30ff).

* He finally fled from his uncle & had to make an “l won't bother you & you
won't bother me” agreement with him to avoid further conflict (31:1-55).

» He greatly feared a revenge massacre upon his whole family by his
brother Esau (32:11).

* His only daughter, Dinah, was seduced or violated at Shechem (34:1-4).

* He lived in fear of revenge from Shechem’s neighbors when at least two
of his sons killed all the men of Shechem in a stealth attack (34:30).

» He lost his favorite wife, Rachel, at a young age (35:16-19).
* His oldest son, Rueben, lay with one of his concubines (35:22).
* His favorite son, Joseph, was tragically lost & presumed dead (37:33-34).

* He had been on the verge of losing everything due to a seven-year,
worldwide famine (chapters 41-45).

» Jacob’s life had indeed been a hard life!
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Jacob had brought
many of his troubles on himself

* When we look at « Other things appear
Jacob’s unpleasant to be God bringing

years, we see that discipline in Jacob’s
much of what he life to correct him
calls unpleasant regarding his errors,
came as a result often by making him
of doing the wrong receive the same
things or not doing kinds of wrongs he

the right things. had done to others.
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Troubles & difficulties
are of three kinds

¢ God may indeed « Other difficulties

allow difficulties in
our lives, for our
testing with a view
to approval, for our
spiritual growth, &
to conform us to
the image of Christ
(Romans 8:28,29;
James 1:2-18; 1
Peter 4:12-19).

are corrective, &
are either a direct
consequence of a
wrong action, or

it may be God's
discipline of the
believer, though not
directly connected
to the wrong action
(Hebrews 12:4-11).
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God can make changes for the better
- even ‘late in the game’!

» Jacob had lived * Some of the
130 years when he greatest of Jacob's
came to Egypt & heartaches & his
spoke to Pharaoh. persona_il failings

* He speaks as if his would find some

life was nearly over.  real resolution &

« But Jacob would restoration in the
actually live another '@t years of his life.
17 years, & those ~ * We need not give
would be peaceful. up hope.
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Joseph manages Egypt
for the rest of the famine

* These verses
describe how
Joseph deals with
Egypt’'s population,
livestock, grain &
land for the rest of
the time of the
famine — five
more years.

* The Pharaoh ends
up owning more of
Egypt than when
the famine began,
but at least the
people survive the
famine, because of
Joseph's dream
interpretation.
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Through one Jew, both Jews
& Gentiles are ‘saved’

* Through one Jew — « Through one Jew -
Joseph — both Jews Jesus — both Jews

(Jacob'’s extended & Gentiles are
family) & Gentiles preserved from
(non-Jews) are the very worst
preserved from consequences

the very worst of the worldwide
consequences curse of sin, if they
of this very severe will only believe in

widespread famine. Christ for salvation.
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Jacob’s last years summed up

« Jacob (aka Israel) « Jacob lived there in

& his extended Goshen, in Egypt,
family lived in seventeen years.
Goshen, on the + So all of Jacob’s
eastern part of days were 130 +
the Nile delta. 17 = 147 years...

* They acquired « But there are three
property in it & chapters yet to go

grew in number. to finish our study.
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Promise me you’ll bury me
in the Promised Land — promise?

« Jacob made Joseph + So Joseph made

promise him - with the promise to

his hand under Jacob.

Jacob's thigh—in .+ Byt that is not the
the burial place end of the story nor
where his fathers the end of Genesis.

were buried, which We have three more

was a}_ﬁﬂge cave chapters left to go
near Hebron. to the end.



[image: image11.png]For any adult with significant assets
and / or responsibility for children

* You should have « Living Will — what

at least these four medical procedures
legal documents should or should
prepared & current: not be done if you

» Will or Living Trust, cannot say so.
to tell how assets * Health Care Power

will be distributed & of Attorney & a
for responsibility for Financial Power of

children given in the Attorney if you can't
event of your death. carry these out.

Advance [Medical] Directive: www.caringinfo.org 5



[image: image12.png]The end of this chapter, & the next
three, deal with what is important

* Because these next
three chapters in
the book of Genesis
deal with the end of
Jacob's life, we will
see that this time in
his life brings him to
consider only the
things that are most
important to him:

Jacob will speak
of things from God’s
covenant promises.

Jacob will bless his
sons, addressing
their past, & very
importantly, the
future of their
descendants,

tribe by tribe.
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