[image: image1.png]Jacob’s journey has been rough,
but Jacob is finishing well

* Last week we * As we began to see
reviewed the in Genesis chapter
‘highlights’ of 47, & will see until
Jacob's life, which chapter 50, though
might better be Jacob’s years had
called ‘lowlights’. been rough, he is

« As Jacob said to truly finishing well
Pharaoh at 130, — learning to see
his years had been his life from God’s

pretty unpleasant. perspective.



[image: image2.png]God did, God said, God will

« Jacob speaks in this + Jacob refers to God
chapter about what both in his narrative
God did, about what & in his blessings.

God said, & about . He sometimes uses

what God will do in different names for
the near term & in God or terms for
the long term. God'’s role in his life.

When Jacob’s life is drawing to it’s final days
& hours, Jacob talks about what is important.



[image: image3.png]In these last days & hours

« Jacob is thinking « Jacob is choosing
in these last days & his words wisely,
hours about what with a view to
really matters. influencing the next

« He may have been generation in the
silent in the past, right way, realizing
when he should that his door of
have said some opportunity for
things — but Jacob influence is closing

is not silent now. very shortly.
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Jacob is ill, but gathers his strength

« Joseph hears that « Jacob is quite ill,

his father is ill, & but seeing Joseph
the illness does not & his sons, Jacob
appear to be minor. gathers his strength
+ So Joseph brings for the important
with him his two ceremony that is
sons, Ephraim & to follow, with
Manasseh. final blessings.

Manasseh (the older one) & Ephraim (the
younger one) are in their early to middle 20s.
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What God said to Jacob

« Jacob tells Joseph  + God said that He
that God Almighty would make Jacob

(El Shaddai) had fruitful & numerous.
appearedto himat  + God also said that
Luz, &blessinghim,  He would give the
made promises to land to Jacob’s
Jacob about his descendents as
descendants & an everlasting

about the land. possession.
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Jacob: “I'm adopting
Ephraim & Manasseh”

« Jacob tells Joseph  « This adoption is for

that his oldest two the sake of family
sons, Ephraim & & tribal inheritance.
Manasseh, are ‘his’, « And the adoption is
just as Jacob’s being carried out in
sons Reuben & honor of Jacob’s most
Simeon are his. beloved wife, Rachel,
« Jacob is hereby whose life ended

adopting Ephraim while she was still

& Manasseh as his. young in years.
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The adoption ceremony begins

* While Jacob’s
question, “Whose
are these?” might
be because of his
poor eyesight, likely
this is a ceremonial
question as is said
in a wedding, “Who
gives this woman to
be married...?”

» Joseph tells Jacob
that these are his
sons, whom God
has given him.

» Jacob asks that
Joseph bring them
closer to him, that
he might bless them
as his own adopted
sons.
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Bringing them close, & bowing down

* So Joseph does
bring his sons
closer to Jacob,
who kisses them
& embraces them.

« Joseph himself, in
a dramatic reversal,
bows down to his
father, yielding to the
adoption of his sons.

* Then Joseph
positions his sons
before his father so
that Manasseh, the
oldest of the two
sons, can receive
the traditional
blessing of the
oldest of son, by
Jacob's right hand.
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Blessing & consternation

« Jacob begins by
crossing his arms
so as to place his
right hand — the
hand traditionally
giving the blessing
to the older son -
on the youngest
son, Ephraim.

Joseph is disturbed
by Jacob’s crossing
of arms, & by Jacob
placing his right hand
on the head of the
younger son.
Joseph then tries to

correct the problem,
as he sees it.



[image: image10.png]Why ‘the angel of the Lord’
is not the same as
‘an angel of the Lord’

* Theangel ofthe Lord « As in the account

speaks as God, doing
things that God does
(Genesis 16:7-12;
21:17-18; 22:11-18;
Exodus 3:2; Judges
2:1-4; 5:23; 6:11-24;
13:3-22; 2 Samuel
24:16; Zechariah
1:12; 3:1; 12:8).

with Hagar, many
who see the angel
of the Lord say that
they have seen God.

Since appearances
of the angel of the
Lord end at Christ's
birth, we take Him to
be the Son of God.
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Blessing & choosing the younger

¢ There are several
instances in the Old
Testament where
the younger was
given preference
over the older:

* Isaac, Ephraim,
Moses, Gideon,

& David, to name
a few.

God may make
His own choices
& appointments,
as He sees fit.

It is important to
see, understand &
honor God’s own
choices, in the roles
in which He has
placed them.
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Blessings on Ephraim & Manasseh

« After insisting on « Jacob closes the
placing his right ceremony, & the
hand on Ephraim, chapter, with the
Jacob proceeds to notice that He is
bless Joseph's sons, about to die, but
giving to Ephraim, that God will be
the younger son, with Joseph &
the hand, honor & will bring him
portion usually due back to the land

to the eldest son. God promised.



[image: image13.png]Whatever happened
to Ephraim & Manasseh?

* Both Ephraim & « But even though
Manasseh became these two were the
the head of a % tribe sons of beloved
in Israel, & Ephraim Joseph, & even

did indeed take a though they were
prominent place in blessed by Jacob,
Israel — the northern their descendants
ten tribes came to did make their
be known as ‘Israel’ own choices...

or as ‘Ephraim’. for the worse.
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¢ The ¥ tribe of « Ephraim became
Ephraim, under foremost in the
Joseph, though defection from the
the prominent tribe house of David (2
of the northern Samuel 2:9) & an
kingdom of Israel, ally of the enemies
became idolatrous of Judah (Isaiah
(Judges 17:1-13). 7:2,5; Hosea 5:3).

Ephraim’s name is replaced by ‘Joseph’ in

the listing of the tribes in Revelation 7:4-12.




[image: image15.png]Even with the best of influences,
people do make their own choices

* On the one hand * But on the other
we have been hand - even with the
urging in our study best of beginnings
of Genesis that - people do make
parents take their their own choices

proper godly role in spiritually, morally,
guiding the children ethically, financially,
who have been in their selection of
entrusted to them... aspouse, & lifestyle.
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* We, like Jacob, * We, like Jacob, can
can count upon depend upon what
& testify to what God will do - in our
God has done. own lives & in our

- We, like Jacob, can encouragement of
recall & counsel one  other believers.
another with what * We can count upon
God has said is what God will do
true, as revealed because He is, by
in His written word. character, faithful.

























Holly Hills Bible Church – 58
 Genesis series – March 22, 2009

Genesis 48:1-22 – Joseph’s sons blessed - page 2 of 2

