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[image: image2.png]Genesis 49:1-2

Jacob calls his sons together

* Apparently right * In doing so, he
after Jacob had ties together their
blessed Joseph's personal past with
two sons, Ephraim the future of the
& Manasseh, Jacob tribe that will grow
calls his 12 sons from themselves
together to tell them & each of their
what will happen to families.
them in, literally, + He will also bless

“the end of days”. them all.



[image: image3.png]Genesis 49:3-4

According to tradition

« According to the * Preeminence
cultural traditions, among his brothers.
Jacob would have .« | eadership of the
given his eldest tribes of Israel.

son, Reuben, the
status, roles, honors
& inheritance of

the eldest son.

* These would have
included:

* Priesthood within
the family.
* The double portion

as a birthright of the
eldest son.
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But Jacob didn't just
follow the tradition

* Because Reuben « Instead, Jacob gives
had been intimate the leadership to
with Rachel's slave Judah, a double

(Jacob'’s concubine portion inheritance
Bilhah) Jacob gives to Joseph, & later

none of the eldest on the priesthood
son’s traditional was given to the
status, roles & tribe of Levi, but
inheritance to no land inheritance

Reuben. (Exodus 32:25-29).
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Simeon & Levi were passed over, too

* Reuben’s problem * Jacob is really late

was unbridled lust in addressing the
(Genesis 35:22). deep-seated flaws
* Simeon & Levi are in the character of
passed over for the  these three sons,
eldest son’s status,  but he does finally
roles & inheritance do so —he tells
because of their them about their
unbridled rage problem & about

& violence. the consequences.
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"Reuben, you are my firstborn; my might and
the beginning of my strength, preeminent in
dignity and preeminent in power.

4 Uncontrolled as water, you shall not have
preeminence, because you went up to your
father's bed; then you defiled it--he went up
to my couch.”



[image: image7.png]Genesis 49:5-7

"Simeon and Levi are brothers; their swords
are implements of violence. 6 Let my soul not
enter into their council; let not my glory be
united with their assembly; because in their
anger they slew men, and in their self-will they
lamed oxen. 7 Cursed be their anger, for it

is fierce; and their wrath, for it is cruel. | will

disperse them in Jacob, and scatter them
in Israel.”
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"Judah, your brothers shall praise you; your
hand shall be on the neck of your enemies;
your father's sons shall bow down to you.

9 Judah is a lion's whelp; from the prey, my
son, you have gone up. He couches, he lies
down as a lion, and as a lion, who dares
rouse him up?"



[image: image9.png]Genesis 49:10-12

"The scepter shall not depart from Judah,
nor the ruler's staff from between his feet,
until Shiloh comes, and to him shall be the
obedience of the peoples.

11 He ties his foal to the vine, and his
donkey's colt to the choice vine; he washes
his garments in wine, and his robes in the
blood of grapes.

12 His eyes are dull from wine, and his
teeth white from milk."



[image: image10.png]What's so special about a scepter

* A ‘scepter’ was

a common symbol
for the rule of a king
in both the Bible
(Genesis 49:10;
Amos 1:5, 8; Psalm
45:6-7) & in other
literature of the day.
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[image: image12.png]Key Points about Genesis 49:8-10

e Judah’s brothers & « ‘Shiloh’ (verse 10) is
their descendants the English spelling
will bow down to of the sound of the
Judah & to Judah's Hebrew word, but...
descendants, since . “yntil Shiloh comes”

Judah'’s tribe will be means that the k|ng|y

the one in authority  Jine of Judah will not
over them (verse 8).  end “until He comes
« Judah is like a lion: to Whom it (scepter)

powerful (verse 9). belongs” (per NIV).



[image: image13.png]Genesis 49:13-15

"Zebulun will dwell at the seashore; and he

shall be a haven for ships, and his flank shall
be toward Sidon.

14 "Issachar is a strong donkey, lying down
between the sheepfolds.

15 "When he saw that a resting place was
good and that the land was pleasant, he
bowed his shoulder to bear burdens, and
became a slave at forced labor.



[image: image14.png]Genesis 49:16-18
"Dan shall judge his people, as one of the
tribes of Israel.

17 Dan shall be a serpent in the way, a horned
shake in the path, that bites the horse's heels,
so that his rider falls backward.

18 For Your salvation | wait, O Lord."



[image: image15.png]Genesis 49:19-21

19 "As for Gad, raiders shall raid him,
but he will raid at their heels."

20 "As for Asher, his food shall be rich,
and he will yield royal dainties."

21 "Naphtali is a doe let loose,
he gives beautiful words."



[image: image16.png]Genesis 49:22-24

"Joseph is a fruitful bough, a fruitful bough by
a spring; its branches run over a wall. 23 The
archers bitterly attacked him, and shot at him
and harassed him; 24 but his bow remained
firm, and his arms were agile, from the hands
of the Mighty One of Jacob (from there is the
Shepherd, the Stone of Israel)”



[image: image17.png]Genesis 49:25-26

25 "From the God of your father who helps
you, and by the Almighty who blesses you
with blessings of heaven above, blessings
of the deep that lies beneath, blessings of
the breasts and of the womb.

26 The blessings of your father have surpassed
the blessings of my ancestors up to the utmost
bound of the everlasting hills; may they be on
the head of Joseph, and on the crown of the
head of the one distinguished among his
brothers."



[image: image18.png]Genesis 49:27

"Benjamin is a ravenous wolf; in the morning
he devours the prey, and in the evening he
divides the spoil."
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What it means for
Jacob to bless his sons

* As we step our way « But though the
through what Jacob outlook varies for

says about each of each of the sons,
his sons, we find all of the sons have
that a lot of what a future among the
Jacob says about tribes, & all of them
his sons is hard to will go into the
view as a blessing. promised land.

The tribes have a future when Christ reigns
in the Millennial Kingdom, & into eternity.



[image: image20.png]Genesis 49:29-33

Jacob is gathered to his people

* For Jacob to be * God'’s written word
‘gathered to his provides us with
people’, a phrase progressively more
used only here clear & certain
in Genesis, & insights about what
in Numbers & lies ahead for us
Deuteronomy, who have believed
speaks of the life in Christ for our

after this one. salvation.



[image: image21.png]Both actions & inactions
have consequences

« Jacob’s many years
of inaction when his
sons were growing
up & even inaction
when they did
wrong were his
great deficiency.

* He should have

instructed, trained
& corrected them.

But his sons, on
the other hand, did
make choices, for
which they are
responsible.

Our choices can
have consequences
for generations to
come, for better

or for worse.



[image: image22.png]It's never too late, until it's too late!

¢ Judah, was a « Other sons of Jacob
most awful man seem to have been
in his earlier years changed by God
(Genesis 38), but over the years, too.
God can change + But by this time
hearts, even later the impact on the
on in life, as was generations that
evident in Judah were to follow

(Genesis 43 & 44). was known.



[image: image23.png]Bless them!

¢ Parents, & most ¢ You can bless them
especially fathers in words & in touch.
- do bless your + You can bless them
children. in godly instruction

* You can bless them & in training.

atany & every age, . You can bless them
as long as you are even in later years
still around, but do by praying for them
bless them. & for their children.



[image: image24.png]About the baton
you are passing along...

* These words are * By God's gracious
meant to encourage provision we've also
reflection — not to been empowered &
recommend self enabled & energized
flagellation! for the opportunities

o But each of us is that God has placed
‘passing a baton’ before us:
to those we are in * We have grace as a
contact with: we've motive, His means,

been entrusted. & His opportunities!



[image: image25.png]When somebody hands you a
perfectly good baton — grab it!

¢ God will place ¢ There will almost
people in our lives certainly come a
whom He intends time when it will be
that we learn from your turn to pass
& be nourished in that baton along to
our hearts & minds, another or others.
& we may find them . God has in mind
in various ways & that you receive that

in various places. baton, & pass it.
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