[image: image1.png]Genesis chapter 50 is
the end of the beginning

* Genesis has * Genesis told us
been the book of about the beginning
beginnings, starting of the Gentiles (all
with the words, “In the non-Jewish
the beginning...”. ethnic groups), as

¢ |t has addressed well as the Jews.
the beginning of * Genesis chapter 50
the world, of life, is indeed the end

& of all mankind. of the beginning.



[image: image2.png]A death mourned, a forgiveness
confirmed, & another death

* Genesis 50 begins  * Joseph confirms his

with the response forgiveness of his
of Joseph & many brothers, declaring
others, to the death his perspective on
of Jacob, at 147 what had taken
years old. place in their lives.
» After Jacob dies, * Finally, Joseph
Joseph's brothers himself dies & is
fear that Joseph placed in a coffin

will take revenge. in Egypt.



[image: image3.png]Genesis 50:1-11
Joseph says good-bye
as Jacob says hello

« Jacob was said to * The Egyptians

be ‘gathered to his mourn Jacob's
people’ (49:33). death for 70 days.

« But Joseph says e Then Jacob's family
good-bye to his & a great many
father with tears Egyptians travel to
& kisses. an area east of the

» Joseph orders his land of Canaan,
father embalmed mourning there

by the ‘physicians’. seven days.



[image: image4.png]Genesis 50:12-14

Jacob: Take me to the promised land

« Jacob had made
Joseph promise to
bury his body in
Canaan, the land
promised to him, &
to Jacob’s father
Isaac, & to Isaac’s
father, Abraham,
in the cave of
Machpela.

So Jacob’s body
is buried there, just
as Jacob had made
Joseph promise.

Because of God's
promise to him &
God'’s relationship
with him, Canaan
was Jacob’s heart’s
home.



[image: image5.png]Where is my heart's home?

* Heaven is where * Heaven is where |
my Lord & Savior am to set my mind
Jesus Christ is now (Colossians 3:1-4).

&where lamnow . Heaven is the place

seated with Him from which | eagerly
(Ephesians 2:4-7). anticipate my Savior
* Heaven is where | to come to take me
have my citizenship to be with Him
(Philippians 3:20). (Philippians 3:21).

“...looking for the blessed hope...” Titus 2:13



[image: image6.png]Which body? Which place?

* The Egyptians took

great care - & most
especially for the
wealthy & higher in
status - to prepare
this present earthly
body to be raised
into an afterlife that
would take place
here on earth.

* But God has taken
great care also &
even more so, to
prepare each of us
spiritually, so that
we have a new-in-
kind body, to be
with Jesus Christ
forever, in a new-
in-kind place.
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"l say to you that many will come from east and
west, and recline at the table with Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven".

2rd Coming
Abraham of Christ
Isaac &
Jacob 1000
years
| Kingdom
You are of

here Heaven



[image: image8.png]Jesus, in answering the Sadducees (who said
there is no resurrection) in Matthew 22:31-32

But regarding the resurrection of the dead,
have you not read what was spoken to you by
God: 32'l AM the God of Abraham, and the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob'+? He is
not the God of the dead but of the living.”

+ From Exodus 3:6.



[image: image9.png]Genesis 50:15-21

An uh-oh moment

* Like when Esau

swore that when his

father Isaac died,
he would kill Jacob,
Joseph's brothers
are concerned that
now that Jacob is
dead that Joseph
will take revenge
on his brothers.

« Basically, this is a
fear that has been
stewing in their
hearts & minds for
17 years, even
though Joseph had
addressed it when
he first revealed
who he was (see
Genesis 45:4-8).



[image: image10.png]Genesis 45:4-8

Then Joseph said to his brothers, "Please come
closer to me." And they came closer. And he
said, "l am your brother Joseph, whom you sold
into Egypt. 5 Now do not be grieved or angry
with yourselves, because you sold me here, for
God sent me before you to preserve life. 6 For
the famine has been in the land these two
years, and there are still five years in which
there will be neither plowing nor harvesting. 7
God sent me before you to preserve for you a
remnant in the earth, and to keep you alive by a
great deliverance. 8 Now, therefore, it was not
you who sent me here, but God; and He has
made me a father to Pharaoh and lord of all his
household and ruler over all the land of Egypt."
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| really do forgive you

« Joseph's brothers « Joseph's response
were worried was to weep.

enoughtosenda . He came back with
message to Joseph, 3 question, “Am | in
saying that Jacob the place of God?”

had left a message Joseph recognized

telling Joseph to that revenge is an
forgive his brothers attempt at taking
for what they did to God’s place in

him that was wrong. carrying out justice.



[image: image12.png]Forgiving & trusting are not the same

* We are called to
forgive at every
turn, which is not to
carry a grudge, or
to have a heart that
seeks revenge,
knowing that God,
in Christ, has also
forgiven each of us
(Ephesians 4:24).

* But while we must
forgive readily, &
trust God, it must
yet be verified that
the one who gave
offense can again
be trusted — & that
may take time, &
possibly a lot of
time, if ever.
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God meant it for good

¢ The key to Joseph's « A similar truth also

perspective is that applies to us, in that
he finally came to God works all things
understand that it (all circumstances)

was God who had so that the good of
sent him to Egypt, & our conformity to

who worked out all the image of Jesus
things together for Christ is carried out
the good of ‘saving’ by circumstances

Joseph's family. (Romans 8:28, 29).
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Now it's Joseph’s turn

* While Egyptians of
the working class
could expect to live
into their forties, by
reason of a higher
standard of living &
by Gods blessing,
Joseph lives to be
110 years old
before he dies.

* As an Egyptian

nobleman, his body
is embalmed &
placed in a coffin.

Joseph's body, too,
would be taken to
the promised land,
but not until a few
centuries later
(Joshua 24:32).



[image: image15.png]Genesis begins what has no end

* Genesis is truly the
book of beginnings,
because God made
gracious promises:

e To Abraham, about
aland (Israel), a
seed (descendents
— ultimately Christ)
& blessing (also,
ultimately Christ).

Those promises
were repeated to
Isaac & to Jacob.

It is because God
made those most
gracious promises
that this world is still
here, & there are
things yet to be
fulfilled on earth.
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