[image: image1.png]Ephesians 1:15-21

For this reason | too, having heard of the faith in the Lord
Jesus which exists among you and your love for all the
saints, 16 do not cease giving thanks for you, while making
mention of you in my prayers; 17 that the God of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit
of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him.

18 | pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened,
so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what
are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,
19 and what is the surpassing greatness of His power
toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the
working of the strength of His might 20 which He brought
about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and
seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,

21 far above all rule and authority and power and
dominion, and every name that is named, not only

in this age but also in the one to come.
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[image: image3.png]Oh, my! What have we done?!?!

¢ You will recall that « For our format, we
in the original Greek have divided this
text of Ephesians, passage (1:15-21)
1:3-14 is all one into three parts

single sentence, & . We have selected
15-23is also all one  the portion that

single sentence! places the focus
« English translations upon the magnitude
break these into of the resurrection

shorter sentences power of Christ



[image: image4.png]The basis of Paul's prayer in Ephesians 1:15-16

For this reason | too, having heard of the faith
in the Lord Jesus which exists among you and
your love for all the saints, 16 do not cease
giving thanks for you, while making mention

of you in my prayers+;

+ From this point on, the rest of Ephesians
chapter 1 describes what Paul is praying
about the understanding of the believers in
Ephesus regarding God the Father & Jesus
Christ




[image: image5.png]What Paul is praying for in Ephesians 1:17-18a

...that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the

Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of
wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge

of Him. 18 / pray that* the eyes of your heart**
may be+ enlightened, so that you will know...

* Not in the Greek text - implied from verse 16

** KJV: “understanding” (seeking to translate
the metaphor into the English meaning; the
Greek word cardias is literally “heart”)

+ KJV: “being”; this is a perfect passive

participle — it is a completed past action,
built into the word translated “enlightened”



[image: image6.png]“the eyes of your heart
having been enlightened”

The term “heart” * But the

— a metaphor mental

referring to the picture

inner person — is that a believer

from a Jewish & would have “eyes”
Old Testament in his/her heart is
perspective (see apparently uniquely
Genesis 6:5,6; Paul's mixed
8:21;17:17; metaphor

20:5,6;24:45..)



[image: image7.png]Ephesians 1:17-18a, shown more literally

...that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of
wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge

of Him, 18 the eyes of your heart having
been enlightened+, so that you will know++...

+ enlightened: photizé (perfect passive verb)

++ know: eido = know by perception; the verb
is a perfect passive, Paul is praying with a
view to a completed past action of knowing,
with ongoing results into the future (perfect),
with God having done the work of bringing
them to know by perception (passive)



[image: image8.png]A cultural insight

* Among those of « But for those of
Greek background, Jewish background,
the pagan religions the Greek Old
often used photizo, Testament used

as “to come to photizo to describe
greater spiritual the insight from & the
understanding”, so presence of God

this would have (see Ezra 9:8;

been understood Proverbs 4:18; Isaiah

well by the pagans 60:1; Hosea 10:12)



[image: image9.png]Ephesians 1:17-18a, shown even more literally

...that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,

the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of
wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of
Him, 18 the eyes of your heart having been

enlightened, so that you having been made to
know...



[image: image10.png]Ephesians 1:18b-21

what is the hope of His calling, what are

the riches of the glory of His inheritance in
the saints, 19 and what is the surpassing
greatness of His power toward+ us who
believe. These are in accordance with the
working of the strength of His might 20 which
He brought about in Christ, when He raised
Him from the dead and seated Him at His
right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far
above all rule and authority and power and
dominion, and every name that is named, not
only in this age but also in the one to come.

+ toward: (eis) the classical meaning is “into”



[image: image11.png]Say what?!

“what is the hope * “what is the

of His calling” surpassing
“what are the riches ~ greatness of His
of the glory of His power toward us
inheritance in the who believe

saints, and”



[image: image12.png]Key phrase in Ephesians 1:19

 surpassing greatness* (KJV:exceeding
greatness): huperballé megethos =
overthrown greatness

* “Huper’ is where we get the English prefix
hyper-, & “balld” is the source of our English
word ball

« Paul is conveying that the power directed
toward us as believers is very overwhelmingly,
superastronomically, mind-bogglingly great!




[image: image13.png]Ephesians 1:18b-21

what is the hope of His calling, what are

the riches of the glory of His inheritance in
the saints, 19 and what is the surpassing
greatness of His power toward us who
believe. These are*in accordance with the
working of the strength of His might 20 which
He brought about in Christ, when He raised
Him from the dead and seated Him at His
right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far
above all rule and authority and power and
dominion, and every name that is named, not
only in this age but also in the one to come.

*Not in the Greek text
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[image: image15.png]Ephesians 1:18b-21

what is the hope of His calling, what are

the riches of the glory of His inheritance in
the saints, 19 and what is the surpassing
greatness of His power toward us who believe
in accordance with+ the working of the
strength of His might 20 which He brought
about in Christ, when He raised Him from the
dead and seated Him at His right hand in the
heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and
authority and power and dominion, and every
name that is named, not only in this age but
also in the one to come.

+ kata: “consistent with” or “as defined by”



[image: image16.png]The word of definition: kata

¢ Paul uses this  Until this point,
brief word kata we understand
to give us the that God the
essential insights Father has
into, “the surpassing directed this
greatness of His “surpassing
power toward greatness of His
(i.e., into) us power toward
who believe” us who believe”

— but what is it?



[image: image17.png]Ephesians 1:18b-21

what is the hope of His calling, what are

the riches of the glory of His inheritance in

the saints, 19 and what is the surpassing
greatness of His power+ toward us who believe
in accordance with the working++ of the
strength* of His might** 20 which He brought
about® in Christ, when He raised Him from the
dead and seated Him at His right hand in the
heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and
authority and power and dominion, and every
name that is named, not only in this age but
also in the one to come. + power: dunamis
++ working: energeia—  * strength: kratos
** might: ischuos ° brought about: energed




[image: image18.png]Key words in Ephesians 1:19, 20

« working: energeia = en + ergon = in + working;
never used of man, usually of God

 This is putting ability into action — we might
compare it to stepping on the gas in our car

« The ability is already fully there, but this word
is the placing into action of that ability

 brought about: energed, verb form of
energeia



[image: image19.png]Key word in Ephesians 1:19b

« strength: kratos

 This refers to inherent power that is exhibited
in existing & exercised dominion; power that
is the Lord’s because of who He is

« This word is used only of God in the New
Testament



[image: image20.png]Key word in Ephesians 1:19b

* might: ischuos
* Power that is able to overcome resistance

» This aspect of the power of God is
characteristic of God inherently because
of who He is



[image: image21.png]Paul prays for the believers to...

¢ Paul wants « In doing so he
the believers to draws upon every
understand what word for “power”,
is the unparalleled putting it into the
magnitude & quality superlative by
of the resurrection describing its
of Christ, leading “surpassing
to His heavenly greatness”

seating



[image: image22.png]Location, location, location!

* God is directing « precisely defined
His overwhelming as effectively in
power into us who action, inherent in
believe God Himself, and

- That power which able to overcome
He is directing all resistance,
into us is... * and is the same

power...



[image: image23.png]Ephesians 1:18b-21

what is the hope of His calling, what are

the riches of the glory of His inheritance in

the saints, 19 and what is the surpassing
greatness of His power toward us who believe
in accordance with the working of the strength
of His might 20 which He brought about in
Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and
seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly
places, 21 far above all rule and authority and
power and dominion, and every name that is
named, not only in this age but also in the one
to come.




[image: image24.png]the surpassing greatness of
His power toward us who believe

* The surpassing * Resurrection &
greatness of His seating are given
power toward (i.e., in Ephesians 1:20,
into) us who believe with death, burial &
results from God ascension implied
having identified between these
us with Christ in * Taken together, we
His death, burial, were identified with
resurrection, Christ in all five of

ascension & seating these actions...



[image: image25.png]As believers in Christ, we have been:
Crucified > Buried > Raised > Ascended > Seated

Some Key Passages by Paul Conveying
The Identification Truths:

with Christ.

Passage Crucified | Buried | Raised | Ascended | Seated
Romans 6:1-11 T T T

Galatians 2:20 T i i

Ephesians 1:18-20 i i T i T
Ephesians 2:4-7 i i T T T
Colossians 1:18 i i T i T
Colossians 2:10-20 T T T

Colossians 3:1-4 T i T T i

T = taught explicitly
i =implied




[image: image26.png]In Ephesians Chapter 1

* We see that * He is the one who
God the Father is has raised Christ
presented as the from the dead & has
source of sovereign seated Christ at His
will & action, as own right hand

well as eternal
strategy & eternal
perspective (see
verses 3,17)



[image: image27.png]So... what'’s it all about?

* Ephesians 1:18b-23, + As we have seen &

explains the source, will see, the entire
scope & character explanation in

of “the surpassing Ephesians 18b-21
greatness of His & on into verse 23
power toward [that centers around the
is, into] us who person of Christ

believe”: in Christ



[image: image28.png]Ephesians 3:14-19

For this reason | bow my knees before the
Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven
and on earth derives its name, 16 that He
would grant you, according to the riches of His
glory, to be strengthened with power through
His Spirit in the inner man, 17 so that Christ
may dwell in your hearts through faith; and
that you, being rooted and grounded in love,
18 may be able to comprehend with all the
saints what is the breadth and length and
height and depth, 19 and to know the love of
Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you
may be filled up to all the fullness of God.




[image: image29.png]The last %% of Ephesians 3:16

«“ ..to be strengthened + So God the Father

with power through did not intend for
His Spirit in the inner us to be “self-
man,” strengthening”

« to be strengthened: ¢ Paul is praying in
krataiod, verb form the direction that
of kratos it is God Who_ is

* This word is written the one who is
in the passive voice...  to strengthen

the believers



[image: image30.png]The last %% of Ephesians 3:16

«“...to be strengthened + Paul prayed that the

with power through believers would be
His Spirit in the empowered only by
inner man (=person),” God’s enablement

» with power: dunamis

« This word, often
translated “power” or
“might”, carries the
sense of “ability”



[image: image31.png]Ephesians 3:20-21 — “within us”
Now to Him who is able to do far more
abundantly beyond all that we ask or think,
according to the power+ that works* within us,
21 to Him be the glory in the church and in
Christ Jesus to all generations forever and
ever. Amen.

+ power: dunamis
* works: energed; present tense verb;
noun form is energeia



[image: image32.png]That power is...

¢ The power that is « Jesus Christ is
directed into us is not just a human
initiated by, & is, in being returned back
part, defined by the to this earthly life,

bodily resurrection as with Lazarus
of J_esus Christ, (John 11:1-44)
not just back to « Christ is the very
this present kind beginning of the
of earthly life, but New Creation,

to a new kind of life  gyjtable for eternity










Holly Hills Bible Church – Resurrection Sunday – April 16, 2006

Ephesians 1:15-21 – Resurrection Power’s Magnitude – page 4 of 4

