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The context of John 14:1-6

» The contents » John chapter 14
of most of John appears to have
chapters 13-17 been spoken after
are unique to the the Last Supper,
Gospel of John. a traditional Pass-

« John the apostle, over meal, but
it appears, wrote before they left
this after the other the Upper Room
three gospels had for the Garden

been written. of Gethsemane.



[image: image2.png]John 14:1

Why would their hearts be troubled?

¢ In John 13:21, ¢ In John 13:38, in
Jesus had told them  spite of Peter's vow
that one of them to be faithful to the
would betray Him, end, Jesus told
though they could Peter that a rooster
not guess who that would not crow until
could be. Peter had denied

e InJohn 13:33 Jesus  Christ three times!
said that He would  + The evening was
leave them. starting off troubled.
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‘Do not let your heart be troubled”

» |Is that all there isto + “Donotlet your heart

peace & tranquility continue to be agitat-
— just don't allow ed. Be putting your
your heart to be trustin God. Also
troubled? Just, be putting your trust
‘Don’t do it!"? in Me.” — K. Wuest

It's a matter of where we put our trust. Be

trusting God the Father, & the Shepherd &

Guardian of our souls (Christ; 1 Peter 2:25).
That’s how we don't let our hearts be troubled.




[image: image4.png]John 14:25-27

"These things | have spoken to you while
abiding with you. 26 But the Helper, the Holy
Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name,
He will teach you all things, and bring to your
remembrance all that | said to you. 27 Peace
| leave with you; My peace | give to you; not
as the world gives do | give to you. Do not let
your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful."
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Faith, believe, trust...
What's the difference?

* We have these * There may be
words that have some nuances
different nuances intended in various
in English, & those New Testament

nuances should not contexts.

be ignored or set « But the faith, belief,
aside. or trust that Christ
» But they are trans- intends is one of
lated from the same true & personal
family of words. dependence.



[image: image6.png]John 14:1-3

Brace yourself!

* Now, after 42 books -
in the Bible before
this one, & after 13
chapters in this book,
We NOw come across
the first passage in
the whole Bible that
is about the rapture
of the church, the
body of Christ!

And... Jesus uses
‘getting ready for a
wedding’ words to
tell His disciples
about the rapture
for the very first
time! Wow!

The disciples must
have been puzzled,
or blushing, or both!



[image: image7.png]1 Thessalonians 4:13-17

But we do notwant you to be uninformed, brethren,
about those who are asleep, so that you will not
grieve as do the rest who have no hope. 14 For if
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even
so God will bring with Him those who have fallen
asleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the
word ofthe Lord, that we who are alive and remain
until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those
who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself
will descend from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God,
and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we
who are alive and remain will be caught up to-
gether with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in
the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.



[image: image8.png]John 14:1-3; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17

These two rapture passages
have a lot in direct parallel!

JOHN 14:1-3 1 THESSALONIANS 4:13-17
* troubled v. 1 » grievev. 13

* believe v. 1 * believe v. 14

e God, mev.1 * Jesus, God v. 14

» told you v. 2 * saytoyouv. 15

* come againv. 3

* receiveyouv. 3

* to myselfv. 3

* be wherelamv. 3

coming of the Lord v. 15
caught up v. 17

to meet the Lord v. 17
ever be with the Lord v. 17
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[image: image10.png]John 14:1-3

In My Father's house

* In well-off Jewish

homes in Israel

the extended

family often

took up their
lodgings in a

‘family compound’.
But these men had
not ever been to the

Father's ‘compound’.

» Jesusis assuring
them that there is
plenty of room in
the Father's family
compound — they
are assured by
Jesus’ words of
being part of the
Father's family, &
lots & lots of rooms.
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Your ‘ultimate home’ is elsewhere

» Jesus is going to
tell them a great
deal about the
coming of the
Holy Spirit,
aka ‘the Helper’
in John chapters
14,15 & 16, but a
critical perspective

is ‘Where’s home?'.

» The Bible actually

has a lot to say
about what a
Christian home

is to be like here
on earth, but a key
part of the Christian
perspective is that
our ‘ultimate home’
is with the Lord.



[image: image12.png]John 14:1-3

But | (sort of ) digress...

+ At this point we » The relationship
would do well to between Christ &
review the Jewish the church, as the
marriage & wedding ultimate marriage
traditions, & how relationship — a
those were reflected romance begun
in what Christ said here & extending
to the disciples, & for all eternity — is a
they later wrote continuing thread in

to the church. the New Testament.



[image: image13.png]Ephesians 1:3-4

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in
Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him+ before
the foundation of the world, that we would be
holy and blameless before Him in love...

+ just as He chose us in Him: the Father did
the choosing of the bride (the Church) for His
Son, just as was done in Jewish families.




[image: image14.png]Holy and
blameless...

» Ephesians 1:4, “just
as He chose usin
Him before the
foundation of the
world, that we
would be holy and
blameless before
Him.”

» Ephesians 5:27,

“that He might
present to Himself
the church in all her
glory, having no
spot or wrinkle or
any such thing; but
that she would be
holy and
blameless.”

See also
Colossians 1:22 &
2 Corinthians 11:2



[image: image15.png]Jewish marriage practices
in New Testament times

+ At the appointed

time. the father “...the Father
would send the K'/I'mS?lB Whho152e_2t9
prospective e...” John 12:
bridegroom from )

the father's house ...the Father

to the home of the who sent Me...”
prospective bride. John 20:21




[image: image16.png]Jewish marriage practices
in New Testament times

« There he would
negotiate with the
father of the woman
to determine the

purchase price of the cross.
the bride. (Hebrews 12:2)

For us, the church,
the bride price was
Christ’s death on




[image: image17.png]Jewish marriage practices
in New Testament times

» Once the
bridegroom paid
the purchase price,
the marriage
arrangement was
thereby established,
& the young man &
woman were then
considered to be
husband & wife
(betrothed).

Since Christ, the
bridegroom, has
paid the price,

the marriage
arrangement

has indeed been
established & the
church is now
betrothed to Christ
(2 Corinthians 11:2)




[image: image18.png]Jewish marriage practices
in New Testament times

* Then the

bridegroom would
declare to the bride
before the father of
the bride that she
was consecrated,
sanctified, & set
apart exclusively
for her bridegroom

That is why

Paul would say

in Ephesians 5:25
that Christ paid the

bride price so that
He might sanctify
the church, His
chosen bride.




[image: image19.png]Jewish marriage practices
in New Testament times

* As a symbol Our taking of the
of the marriage Lord’s table is a
relationship that had |commemoration of
been established, the betrothal we

the groom & bride have with Christ,
would drink from a who has paid the

cup of wine over bride price in full
which a betrothal with His own blood:
benediction had “until He comes...”

been pronounced 1 Corinthians 11:26




[image: image20.png]Jewish marriage practices
in New Testament times

* Then the betrothed
bridegroom would
begin preparing a
place for the bride
& the bridegroom to
live, & in which they
would live together,
once the wedding
had taken place

“...I go and prepare
a place for you,

| will come again
and receive you to
Myself, that where

| am, there you
may be also.”

John 14:3




[image: image21.png]Jewish marriage practices
in New Testament times

» From then until the “Jesus, praying to
time of the wedding, |the Father, said,

the father was to “Sanctify them in
keep the bride the truth; Your word
consecrated, is truth.” - as He
sanctified, & set was praying for
apart exclusively us in John 17:17

for her bridegroom.

» Family & friends —
were expected to In 2 Corinthians _
help in this task. 11:2; Paul says this



[image: image22.png]2 Corinthians 11:2

| betrothed you to one husband, so that to
Christ | might present you as a pure virgin.

Among the Jewish wedding customs of New
Testament times, when a bride was betrothed
it was the solemn duty of the bride’s family &
friends, & the father of the bride - & even the

bridegroom himself - to be able to present
the bride to the bridegroom “as a pure virgin”,
“holy and blameless”, & “beyond reproach”.
Hence the last part of 2 Corinthians 4:14,
“‘He ...will present us with you...”.




[image: image23.png]Jewish marriage practices
in New Testament times

» And the bride was “But you were
also to prepare for | washed, but you
the wedding day. were sanctified,

« She was, in but you were

preparation for the justified in the
wedding, to take a name of the Lord
customary bridal Jesus Christ and
bath, not just so she |in the Spirit of
was physically clean, |our God.”

but to picture her . .
moral cleanliness. 1 Corinthians 6:11




[image: image24.png]Jewish marriage practices
in New Testament times
» On the wedding day, * The bridegroom

the father of the
bridegroom would
say to bridegroom,
“Go get your bride!”

» This would provide
some insight as to
why Christ would
defer to the Father
as to the timing of
His coming for us.

would go to receive
his consecrated,
sanctified, set apart
bride unto himself, to
be presented to him
by the bride’s father,
family & friends -

& the groom also
presenting her to
himself — she being
holy & blameless!



[image: image25.png]John 14:1-3

Hours before Christ was betrayed

* Just hours before » At the direction of
Christ was betrayed the Father, Christ
by Judas, whom He would come for His

loved immensely, bride, the church —
Christ told His that’s you & me,
eleven disciples & all of the saints
that He was going from the day of

to come again to Pentecost to the

bring them all to the rapture, when we,
place He prepared. the bride, go home.



[image: image26.png]John 14:3-4

You know
* It was just perfect! * Jesus was telling
* The tense, that is... these eleven

disciples that they
already knew the
way that Jesus

* Jesus told these
eleven disciples that
they already knew,

in the perfect tense, was going.
the way that Jesus * The reason:
was going. He had already

told them the way!



[image: image27.png]John 14:3-4

Already!

« As recorded in ¢ Christ Himself, as
Matthew, Mark & we will very soon
Luke, Jesus had see, will be the way.
a!regdy told the « And it will be
disciples many because of who
times in advance He is & because of
that He would die, what He has done
be buried & rise that He will be the

again. way for them, & us.



[image: image28.png]John 14:3-4

To the Father

* In less than 24 * These eleven
hours Jesus would disciples, & we
commit His spirit as well, will be
to the Father. identified with

« But on May 14, 33 Christ in His
AD Jesus would death, burial,
bodily ascend to resurrection,
the Father, to take ascension &

His place in heaven.  Sseating.

These things are all about ‘the way’ & ‘the where’.




[image: image29.png]John 14:5; Luke 9:45

What? Where? The Way?

» These disciples,
though they had
been told every-
thing they needed
to know already,
had not a clue what
Jesus was saying,
especially since
they did not have
the Holy Spirit.

They really did not
understand that
Jesus was talking
about heaven, &
why it was a good
thing that Jesus
was ‘going away’.
They did not yet
have a ‘heavenly
hope’.



[image: image30.png]The Gospel of John:
seven statements by Christ, “| AM”

“I AM the bread of life” John 6:35, 48
“I AM the light of the world” John 8:12

“I AM the gate” (or door) John 10:7,9

‘I AM the good shepherd” John 10:11,14

“ AM the resurrection and the life” John 11:25

‘I AM the way, the truth, and the life” |John 14:6

“ AM the true vine” John 15:1,5

| AM = “eg6 eimi”, in these verses & in the Greek
Old Testament in Exodus 3:14, Isaiah 43:25, etc.




[image: image31.png]John 14:6

The Christian cookbook?

» Many believers want + But what God has

to have a ‘Christian in mind is that we
cookbook’, where take things very,

one can follow the very personally,
recipe, take the right & specifically in
steps in sequence, the person &the

etc., as if everything  work of Christ.

is under our own « If we don't start from
control, & we just & with Him, we’ll just

have to ‘do it’. do it’ — all wrong!



[image: image32.png]John 14:6, expanded & explained

Jesus said to him, "I, in contradistinction to
anyone else, being in fact God, am the
singular way, and the singular truth, and
the singular life; no one comes to the
Father except exclusively through Me —
who | AM & what | will do, which is of

such great certainty that | will express

it in the present tense, or even the past.”



[image: image33.png]John 14:6

Salvation is exclusively through Him

* The world likes * The world likes to
to offer alternative offer ways to save
paths & strategies &  yourself, by your
options. own efforts.

The world offers lots of onramps & offramps, &
it’s doubtful at best where these will lead us.
But salvation is exclusively through Christ,

& His provision & His accomplishments &
where He has us now & where He is taking us.




[image: image34.png]John 14:6

Salvation is exclusively by Him

* There are lots * But salvation is
of ways that are exclusively in Christ
offered, even in & by what He has
Christendom, for accomplished &
us to do lots of not at all by our
things & to refrain own merit.
from doing lots of « Our partis to
things, in order to believe Him, based
assure ourselves on what the word of

‘a better place’. God says to us.



[image: image35.png]John 14:6; Ephesians 1:3, 4

Salvation is exclusively in Him

» For us in the body » There are lots of

of Christ, salvation, things to do in this
& every spiritual world, both things
blessing, are ‘in the that must be done
heavenly places’ or could be done,
& ‘in Him'. however...

We are called to believe Him, & rest in Him,
& trust in Him, & all that He is, & has done.
No matter what! As Peter has said in Acts

4:12, “There is salvation in no one else!”
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The context of John 14:1-6

» The contents » John chapter 14
of most of John appears to have
chapters 13-17 been spoken after
are unique to the the Last Supper,
Gospel of John. a traditional Pass-

« John the apostle, over meal, but
it appears, wrote before they left
this after the other the Upper Room
three gospels had for the Garden

been written. of Gethsemane.



[image: image38.png]John 14:1-6

"Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God,
believe also in Me. 2 In My Father's house are many
dwelling places; if it were not so, | would have told
you; for | go to prepare a place for you. 3 If | go and
prepare a place for you, | will come again and receive
you to Myself, that where | am, there you may be
also. 4 And you know the way where | am going." 5
Thomas said to Him, "Lord, we do not know where
You are going, how do we know the way?" 6 Jesus
said to him, "l am the way, and the truth, and the life;
no one comes to the Father but through Me. 7 "If you
had known Me, you would have known My Father

also; from now on you know Him, and have seen
Him."



[image: image39.png]John 14:1

Why would their hearts be troubled?

¢ In John 13:21, ¢ In John 13:38, in
Jesus had told them  spite of Peter's vow
that one of them to be faithful to the
would betray Him, end, Jesus told
though they could Peter that a rooster
not guess who that would not crow until
could be. Peter had denied

e InJohn 13:33 Jesus  Christ three times!
said that He would  + The evening was
leave them. starting off troubled.



[image: image40.png]John 14:1

‘Do not let your heart be troubled”

» |Is that all there isto + “Donotlet your heart

peace & tranquility continue to be agitat-
— just don't allow ed. Be putting your
your heart to be trustin God. Also
troubled? Just, be putting your trust
‘Don’t do it!"? in Me.” — K. Wuest

It's a matter of where we put our trust. Be

trusting God the Father, & the Shepherd &

Guardian of our souls (Christ; 1 Peter 2:25).
That’s how we don't let our hearts be troubled.




[image: image41.png]John 14:25-27

"These things | have spoken to you while
abiding with you. 26 But the Helper, the Holy
Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name,
He will teach you all things, and bring to your
remembrance all that | said to you. 27 Peace
| leave with you; My peace | give to you; not
as the world gives do | give to you. Do not let
your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful."




[image: image42.png]John 14:1

Faith, believe, trust...
What's the difference?

* We have these * There may be
words that have some nuances
different nuances intended in various
in English, & those New Testament

nuances should not contexts.

be ignored or set « But the faith, belief,
aside. or trust that Christ
» But they are trans- intends is one of
lated from the same true & personal
family of words. dependence.



[image: image43.png]John 14:1-3

Brace yourself!

* Now, after 42 books -
in the Bible before
this one, & after 13
chapters in this book,
We NOw come across
the first passage in
the whole Bible that
is about the rapture
of the church, the
body of Christ!

And... Jesus uses
‘getting ready for a
wedding’ words to
tell His disciples
about the rapture
for the very first
time! Wow!

The disciples must
have been puzzled,
or blushing, or both!



[image: image44.png]1 Thessalonians 4:13-17

But we do notwant you to be uninformed, brethren,
about those who are asleep, so that you will not
grieve as do the rest who have no hope. 14 For if
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even
so God will bring with Him those who have fallen
asleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the
word ofthe Lord, that we who are alive and remain
until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those
who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself
will descend from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God,
and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we
who are alive and remain will be caught up to-
gether with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in
the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.



[image: image45.png]John 14:1-3; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

These two rapture passages
have a lot in direct parallel!

JOHN 14:1-3 1 THESSALONIANS 4:13-18
* troubled v. 1 » grievev. 13

» believe v. 1 » believev. 14

« God, mev.1 « Jesus, Godv. 14

» told youv. 2 » say toyouv. 15

* come againv. 3 » coming of the Lord v. 15
* receive you v. 3 » caughtupv. 17

» to myselfv. 3 » to meetthe Lord v. 17

« bewherelamv. 3 « ever be with the Lord v. 17



[image: image46.png]John 14:1-3

In My Father's house

* In well-off Jewish

homes in Israel

the extended

family often

took up their
lodgings in a

‘family compound’.
But these men had
not ever been to the

Father's ‘compound’.

» Jesusis assuring
them that there is
plenty of room in
the Father's family
compound — they
are assured by
Jesus’ words of
being part of the
Father's family, &
lots & lots of rooms.



[image: image47.png]John 14:1-3

Your ‘ultimate home’ is elsewhere

» Jesus is going to
tell them a great
deal about the
coming of the
Holy Spirit,
aka ‘the Helper’
in John chapters
14,15 & 16, but a
critical perspective

is ‘Where’s home?'.

» The Bible actually

has a lot to say
about what a
Christian home

is to be like here
on earth, but a key
part of the Christian
perspective is that
our ‘ultimate home’
is with the Lord.



[image: image48.png]John 14:1-3

But | (sort of ) digress...

+ At this point we » The relationship
would do well to between Christ &
review the Jewish the church, as the
marriage & wedding ultimate marriage
traditions, & how relationship — a
those were reflected romance begun
in what Christ said here & extending
to the disciples, & for all eternity — is a
they later wrote continuing thread in

to the church. the New Testament.



[image: image49.png]Ephesians 1:3-4

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in
Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him+ before
the foundation of the world, that we would be
holy and blameless before Him in love...

+ just as He chose us in Him: the Father did
the choosing of the bride (the Church) for His
Son, just as was done in Jewish families.




[image: image50.png]Holy and
blameless...

» Ephesians 1:4, “just
as He chose usin
Him before the
foundation of the
world, that we
would be holy and
blameless before
Him.”

» Ephesians 5:27,

“that He might
present to Himself
the church in all her
glory, having no
spot or wrinkle or
any such thing; but
that she would be
holy and
blameless.”

See also
Colossians 1:22 &
2 Corinthians 11:2



[image: image51.png]Jewish marriage practices
in New Testament times

+ At the appointed

time. the father “...the Father
would send the K'/I'mS?lB Whho152e_2t9
prospective e...” John 12:
bridegroom from )

the father's house ...the Father

to the home of the who sent Me...”
prospective bride. John 20:21




[image: image52.png]Jewish marriage practices
in New Testament times

« There he would
negotiate with the
father of the woman
to determine the

purchase price of the cross.
the bride. (Hebrews 12:2)

For us, the church,
the bride price was
Christ’s death on




[image: image53.png]Jewish marriage practices
in New Testament times

» Once the
bridegroom paid
the purchase price,
the marriage
arrangement was
thereby established,
& the young man &
woman were then
considered to be
husband & wife
(betrothed).

Since Christ, the
bridegroom, has
paid the price,

the marriage
arrangement

has indeed been
established & the
church is now
betrothed to Christ
(2 Corinthians 11:2)




[image: image54.png]Jewish marriage practices
in New Testament times

* Then the

bridegroom would
declare to the bride
before the father of
the bride that she
was consecrated,
sanctified, & set
apart exclusively
for her bridegroom

That is why

Paul would say

in Ephesians 5:25
that Christ paid the

bride price so that
He might sanctify
the church, His
chosen bride.




[image: image55.png]Jewish marriage practices
in New Testament times

* As a symbol Our taking of the
of the marriage Lord’s table is a
relationship that had |commemoration of
been established, the betrothal we

the groom & bride have with Christ,
would drink from a who has paid the

cup of wine over bride price in full
which a betrothal with His own blood:
benediction had “until He comes...”

been pronounced 1 Corinthians 11:26




[image: image56.png]Jewish marriage practices
in New Testament times

* Then the betrothed
bridegroom would
begin preparing a
place for the bride
& the bridegroom to
live, & in which they
would live together,
once the wedding
had taken place

“...I go and prepare
a place for you,

| will come again
and receive you to
Myself, that where

| am, there you
may be also.”

John 14:3




[image: image57.png]Jewish marriage practices
in New Testament times

» From then until the “Jesus, praying to
time of the wedding, |the Father, said,

the father was to “Sanctify them in
keep the bride the truth; Your word
consecrated, is truth.” - as He
sanctified, & set was praying for
apart exclusively us in John 17:17

for her bridegroom.

» Family & friends —
were expected to In 2 Corinthians _
help in this task. 11:2; Paul says this



[image: image58.png]2 Corinthians 11:2

| betrothed you to one husband, so that to
Christ | might present you as a pure virgin.

Among the Jewish wedding customs of New
Testament times, when a bride was betrothed
it was the solemn duty of the bride’s family &
friends, & the father of the bride - & even the

bridegroom himself - to be able to present
the bride to the bridegroom “as a pure virgin”,
“holy and blameless”, & “beyond reproach”.
Hence the last part of 2 Corinthians 4:14,
“‘He ...will present us with you...”.




[image: image59.png]Jewish marriage practices
in New Testament times

» And the bride was “But you were
also to prepare for | washed, but you
the wedding day. were sanctified,

« She was, in but you were

preparation for the justified in the
wedding, to take a name of the Lord
customary bridal Jesus Christ and
bath, not just so she |in the Spirit of
was physically clean, |our God.”

but to picture her . .
moral cleanliness. 1 Corinthians 6:11




[image: image60.png]Jewish marriage practices
in New Testament times
» On the wedding day, * The bridegroom

the father of the
bridegroom would
say to bridegroom,
“Go get your bride!”

» This would provide
some insight as to
why Christ would
defer to the Father
as to the timing of
His coming for us.

would go to receive
his consecrated,
sanctified, set apart
bride unto himself, to
be presented to him
by the bride’s father,
family & friends -

& the groom also
presenting her to
himself — she being
holy & blameless!



[image: image61.png]John 14:1-3

Hours before Christ was betrayed

* Just hours before » At the direction of
Christ was betrayed the Father, Christ
by Judas, whom He would come for His

loved immensely, bride, the church —
Christ told His that’s you & me,
eleven disciples & all of the saints
that He was going from the day of

to come again to Pentecost to the

bring them all to the rapture, when we,
place He prepared. the bride, go home.



[image: image62.png]John 14:3-4

You know
* It was just perfect! * Jesus was telling
* The tense, that is... these eleven

disciples that they
already knew the
way that Jesus

* Jesus told these
eleven disciples that
they already knew,

in the perfect tense, was going.
the way that Jesus * The reason:
was going. He had already

told them the way!



[image: image63.png]John 14:3-4

Already!

« As recorded in ¢ Christ Himself, as
Matthew, Mark & we will very soon
Luke, Jesus had see, will be the way.
a!regdy told the « And it will be
disciples many because of who
times in advance He is & because of
that He would die, what He has done
be buried & rise that He will be the

again. way for them, & us.
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To the Father

* In less than 24 * These eleven
hours Jesus would disciples, & we
commit His spirit as well, will be
to the Father. identified with

« But on May 14, 33 Christ in His
AD Jesus would death, burial,
bodily ascend to resurrection,
the Father, to take ascension &

His place in heaven.  Sseating.

These things are all about ‘the way’ & ‘the where’.




[image: image65.png]John 14:5; Luke 9:45

What? Where? The Way?

» These disciples,
though they had
been told every-
thing they needed
to know already,
had not a clue what
Jesus was saying,
especially since
they did not have
the Holy Spirit.

They really did not
understand that
Jesus was talking
about heaven, &
why it was a good
thing that Jesus
was ‘going away’.
They did not yet
have a ‘heavenly
hope’.



[image: image66.png]The Gospel of John:
seven statements by Christ, “| AM”

“I AM the bread of life” John 6:35, 48
“I AM the light of the world” John 8:12

“I AM the gate” (or door) John 10:7,9

‘I AM the good shepherd” John 10:11,14

“ AM the resurrection and the life” John 11:25

‘I AM the way, the truth, and the life” |John 14:6

“ AM the true vine” John 15:1,5

| AM = “eg6 eimi”, in these verses & in the Greek
Old Testament in Exodus 3:14, Isaiah 43:25, etc.
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The Christian cookbook?

» Many believers want + But what God has

to have a ‘Christian in mind is that we
cookbook’, where take things very,

one can follow the very personally,
recipe, take the right & specifically in
steps in sequence, the person &the

etc., as if everything  work of Christ.

is under our own « If we don't start from
control, & we just & with Him, we’ll just

have to ‘do it’. do it’ — all wrong!



[image: image68.png]John 14:6, expanded & explained

Jesus said to him, "I, in contradistinction to
anyone else, being in fact God, am the
singular way, and the singular truth, and
the singular life; no one comes to the
Father except exclusively through Me —
who | AM & what | will do, which is of

such great certainty that | will express

it in the present tense, or even the past.”
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Salvation is exclusively through Him

* The world likes * The world likes to
to offer alternative offer ways to save
paths & strategies &  yourself, by your
options. own efforts.

The world offers lots of onramps & offramps, &
it’s doubtful at best where these will lead us.
But salvation is exclusively through Christ,

& His provision & His accomplishments &
where He has us now & where He is taking us.
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Salvation is exclusively by Him

* There are lots * But salvation is
of ways that are exclusively in Christ
offered, even in & by what He has
Christendom, for accomplished &
us to do lots of not at all by our
things & to refrain own merit.
from doing lots of « Our partis to
things, in order to believe Him, based
assure ourselves on what the word of

‘a better place’. God says to us.



[image: image71.png]John 14:6; Ephesians 1:3, 4

Salvation is exclusively in Him

» For us in the body » There are lots of

of Christ, salvation, things to do in this
& every spiritual world, both things
blessing, are ‘in the that must be done
heavenly places’ or could be done,
& ‘in Him'. however...

We are called to believe Him, & rest in Him,
& trust in Him, & all that He is, & has done.
No matter what! As Peter has said in Acts

4:12, “There is salvation in no one else!”
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