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"Come now, and let us reason together, “Says
the LORD, "Though your sins are as scarlet,
they will be as white as snow; though they are
red like crimson, they will be like wool. 19 "If
you consent and obey, you will eat the best of
the land; 20 "But if you refuse and rebel, you
will be devoured by the sword." Truly, the
mouth of the LORD has spoken.



[image: image2.png]“Holy One of Israel”

* Isaiah 1:4; 5:19, 24; « 2 Kings 19:22
10:20;12:6; 177, « Psalms 71:22; 78:41;

29:19; 30:11, 12, 89:18
19131137231 .+ Jeremiah 50:29; 51:5
14 4511 a7-4- | * Isaiah 1:24 is the
48117, 49:7; 54'5; one place in the
555 60:9 ’14 ' Bible that refers to

God as, “the Mighty
One of Israel”



[image: image3.png]Isaiah chapter 1

The vision' of Isaiah the son of Amoz?
concerning Judah and Jerusalem?, which
he saw during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham,
Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah®.

TWhat this book is (before we called Isaiah a
“prophetic anthology”; the word “vision” is broad)

2Who this book is from & written by
3Who this book is written to & primarily about

4“When, as defined by the kings of Judah,
reigning from Jerusalem; in biblical times it was
typical to use the name & reign of the ruler to
indicate time (exception: Egyptian pharaohs)



[image: image4.png]2 Chronicles 32:32

Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah and his
deeds of devotion, behold, they are written in
the vision of Isaiah the prophet, the son of
Amoz+, in the Book of the Kings of Judah

and Israel.

+ These words are identical to those in Isaiah
1:1, except for calling Isaiah, “the prophet”,
which is a helpful clarification & confirmation



[image: image5.png]Verse 2 starts with a
Hebrew pattern of speech

¢ Genesis 1:1 ¢ This phrase is

begins the Bible an example of the
by including the Jewish language
phrase, “the pattern (=Hebraism)
heavens and the which describes the
earth”, a phrase or whole of anything
word association by naming the two
which is repeated halves or the first &

often to the very last  the last of a series
book of SCrithre ¢ Means: “everything"



[image: image6.png]Variations on a theme

¢ |saiah 13:13, * |saiah 51:13, “...the
“Therefore | will LORD your Maker,
make the heavens Who stretched out
tremble, and the the heavens and
earth will be shaken laid the foundations
from its place” of the earth...”

* |saiah 49:13, ¢ This Hebrew word
“Shout for joy, pattern was used
O heavens! And throughout the Old

rejoice, O earth!” & New Testaments



[image: image7.png]Verses 2 & 9 also have
Hebrew poetry: Rhyming meanings

Isaiah 1:2a
Listen, O heavens,
and hear, O earth | “Everybody hear this!”
Isaiah 1:9b
we would be like Sodom,
we would be like Gomorrah. = the whole



[image: image8.png]Ephesians 2:21,22 had a
Hebrew poetry pattern, too

21 in whom the whole building, being fitted
together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord,

22 in whom you also are being built together into
a dwelling of God in the Spirit.

Remember this one
from our study of

Ephesians &
Colossians?




[image: image9.png]Hebrew poetry in Isaiah 48:12-13

Listen to Me, O Jacob,
even Israel whom | called;

| am He
| am [the first, Like English
| am glso the last| | “A”to“Z”

13 Surely My hand founded the earth,
And My right hand spread out the heavens



[image: image10.png]Hebrew poetry in Isaiah 48:12-13

Listen to Me, O Jacob,
even Israel whom | called;

| am He,

| am the first, Repetition Restatement
| am also the /ast.

13 Surely My hand founded the earth,
And My right hand spread out the heavens

The two halves = the whole
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Listen, O heavens, and hear, O earth; for the LORD speaks,
"Sons | have reared and brought up, but they have revolted
against Me. 3 "An ox knows its owner, and a donkey its
master's manger, but Israel does not know, My people do hot
understand." 4 Alas, sinful nation, people weighed down with
iniquity, offspring of evildoers, sons who act corruptly! They
have abandoned the LORD, they have despised the Holy One
of Israel, they have turned away from Him. 5 Where will you
be stricken again, as you continue in your rebellion? The whole
head is sick and the whole heart is faint. 6 From the sole of the
foot even to the head there is nothing sound in it, only bruises,
welts and raw wounds, not pressed out or bandaged, nor
softened with oil. 7 Your land is desolate, your cities are
burned with fire, your fields -- strangers are devouring them
in your presence; it is desolation, as overthrown by strangers.
8 The daughter of Zion is left like a shelter in a vineyard, like
a watchman's hut in a cucumber field, like a besieged city.
9 Unless the LORD of hosts had left us a few survivors,
we would be like Sodom, we would be like Gomorrah.
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[image: image14.png]Isaiah chapter 1:10-17

Hear the word of the LORD, you rulers of Sodom,; give ear to
the instruction of our God, you people of Gomorrah. 11 "What
are your multiplied sacrifices to Me?" Says the LORD. "l have
had enough of burnt offerings of rams And the fat of fed cattle;
and | take no pleasure in the blood of bulls, lambs or goats.

12 "When you come to appear before Me, Who requires of you
this trampling of My courts? 13 "Bring your worthless offerings
no longer, incense is an abomination to Me. New moon and
sabbath, the calling of assemblies—- | cannot endure iniquity and
the solemn assembly. 14 "I hate your new moon festivals and
your appointed feasts, they have become a burden to Me; | am
weary of bearing them. 15 "So when you spread out your hands
in prayer, | will hide My eyes from you; yes, even though you
multiply prayers, | will not listen. Your hands are covered with
blood. 16 "Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; remove
the evil of your deeds from My sight. Cease to do evil, 17 learn
to do good; seek justice, reprove the ruthless, defend the
orphan, plead for the widow.



[image: image15.png]Another Hebrew manner of speech
¢ Isaiah 1:14 "l hate * In Luke 14:26

your new moon Jesus said, “If
festivals and your anyone comes to
appointed feasts, Me, and does not
they have become hate his own father
a burden to Me; and mother and wife
| am weary of and children and
bearing them." brothers and sisters,
« God Himself yes, and even his
through Moses, own life, he cannot

said to do this! be My disciple.”
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[image: image19.png]Isaiah chapter 1:21-31

21 How the faithful city has become a harlot, she who was full

of justice! Righteousness once lodged in her, but now murderers.

22 Your silver has become dross, your drink diluted with water.

23 Your rulers are rebels and companions of thieves; everyone loves
a bribe and chases after rewards. They do not defend the orphan, nor
does the widow's plea come before them. 24 Therefore the Lord GOD
of hosts, the Mighty One of Israel, declares, "Ah, | will be relieved of
My adversaries and avenge Myself on My foes. 25 "l will also turn My
hand against you, and will smelt away your dross as with lye and will
remove all your alloy. 26 "Then | will restore your judges as at the first,
and your counselors as at the beginning; after that you will be called
the city of righteousness, a faithful city." 27 Zion will be redeemed
with justice and her repentant ones with righteousness. 28 But
transgressors and sinners will be crushed together, and those who
forsake the LORD will come to an end. 29 Surely you will be ashamed
of the oaks which you have desired, and you will be embarrassed at
the gardens which you have chosen. 30 For you will be like an oak
whose leaf fades away or as a garden that has no water. 31 The
strong man will become tinder, His work also a spark. Thus they

shall both burn together and there will be none to quench them.
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"Come now, and let us reason together, “Says
the LORD+, "Though your sins are as scarlet,
they will be as white as snow; though they are
red like crimson, they will be like wool. 19 "If
you consent and obey, you will eat the best of
the land; 20 but if you refuse and rebel, you
will be devoured by the sword." Truly, the
mouth of the LORD has spoken+.

+ Isaiah does not write as if this were his best
guess as to what God would say, if only He
could, but writes God's specific message,
spoken as God's intended revelation
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"Come now, and let us reason together, “Says
the LORD+, "Though your sins are as scarlet,
they will be as white as snow; though they are
red like crimson, they will be like wool. 19 "If
you consent and obey, you will eat the best of
the land; 20 but if you refuse and rebel, you
will be devoured by the sword." Truly, the
mouth of the LORD has spoken.

+ Though this might sound like an invitation
to be reasonable & to have a dialog with the
Lord as equals, in Jewish culture this was
clearly legal language, used in a court of law




[image: image24.png]“let us reason together”

¢ The Hebrew word « In context, it has the

for the above idea, “You've heard
phrase is yakah, & the accusations

like several of the against you - how
words in verse 17, do you plead?”

the significance is - God is laying out the
legal, & not at all a two pleading options
conciliatory offer to before the people of
negotiate as equals  |srael & each plea's

with God consequences
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"Come now, and let us reason together, “Says
the LORD,

Though your sins are as scarlet,
they will be as white as snow;

though they [your sins] are red like crimson,
they will be [white] like wool.

19 "If you consent and obey, you will eat the
best of the land; 20 but if you refuse and
rebel, you will be devoured by the sword.”
Truly, the mouth of the LORD has spoken.
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¢ God had called the - If they would only
people’s sins what agree with God &
they were, but did believe God about
they agree with God? His provision for

* God had described ~ their sins, God
the sins as being like ~ would lovingly &

scarlet or crimson: graciously deal
intensely visible & with those sins
irreversible by any as only God can...

human means (then) ~ (see Isaiah 53)
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» Scarlet dye was
made from murex
shells (Acts 16:14)

» Crimson dye was
made from the eggs
of a crimson worm
(Heb.: tola’at shani)
which infested oak
trees (2 Chronicles
2:7,14;3:14)

. crimson”

Oak nodules,
a temporary
home for
crimson worms

Murex
shells, the
source of
scarlet

S, of

g
%«



[image: image28.png]“white as snow... like wool”

¢ The inhabitants of
Judah, especially
those in the area
of Jerusalem, knew
about snow & wool

* And they also knew
that making scarlet
or crimson cloth
white again was not
humanly possible



[image: image29.png]So who does the whitening?

* The Hebrew text
of Isaiah 1:18 says
literally that their
sins will be made
white, with God
speaking to Israel
(see also verse 20)

¢ The Greek Old
Testament takes the
implication forward:

Twice in verse 18, it
says, “I shall whiten
them” (leukand)

In Psalm 51:7b,
David writes, in the
acknowledgement
of his sin with
Bathsheba, “Wash
me, and | shall be
whiter than snow.”



[image: image30.png]Revelation 3:5

He who overcomes will thus be clothed in
white garments...

1John 5:1a,4

Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is
born of God... 4 For whatever is born of God
overcomes the world; and this is the victory
that has overcome the world -- our faith.
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"Come now, and let us reason together, “Says
the LORD, "Though your sins are as scarlet,
they will be as white as snow; though they are
red like crimson, they will be like wool. 19 "If
you consent and obey, you will eat the best of
the land; 20 but if you refuse and rebel, you
will be devoured by the sword." Truly, the
mouth of the LORD has spoken.

Just what are these “ifs” all about?



[image: image33.png]Bless you!

* Israel was to be * Those in the Church
blessed conditionally  are already blessed
if they obeyed the completely &

Law, & cursed if unconditionally
they did not obey « For Church saints,
(Deuteronomy 28) all of the blessings

¢ Further God's are in the heavenlies,
blessings & curses where we are seated,
for Israel related to being “in Christ”

“the land” (of Israel) (Ephesians 1:3; 2:6)



[image: image34.png]Galatians 3:13-14

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law,
having become a curse for us--for it is written,
“Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree"--
14 in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of
Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that
we would receive the promise of the Spirit
through faith.

This is true of Church saints,

saved from Pentecost to the Rapture,
who are “in Christ Jesus”
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"Come now, and let us reason together, “Says
the LORD, "Though your sins are as scarlet,
they will be as white as snow; though they are
red like crimson, they will be like wool. 19 "If
you consent and obey, you will eat the best of
the land; 20 but if you refuse and rebel, you
will be devoured by the sword.+" Truly, the
mouth of the LORD has spoken.

+ This is a one-sentence summary of the
blessings for obedience & curses for
disobedience given in Deuteronomy 28:1-68
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"Come now, and let us reason together, “Says
the LORD, "Though your sins are as scarlet,
they will be as white as snow; though they are
red like crimson, they will be like wool. 19 "If
you consent and obey, you will eat+ the best
of the land; 20 but if you refuse and rebel, you
will be devoured+ by the sword." Truly, the
mouth of the LORD has spoken.

+ same word in the Hebrew text



[image: image37.png]Deuteronomy 28:1-6...14

Now it shall be, if you diligently obey the LORD
your God, being careful to do all His command-
ments which | command you today, the LORD
your God will set you high above all the nations
of the earth. 2 "All these blessings will come upon
you and overtake you if you obey the LORD your
God: 3 "Blessed shall you be in the city, and
blessed shall you be in the country. 4 "Blessed
shall be the offspring of your body and the
produce of your ground and the offspring of your
beasts, the increase of your herd and the young
of your flock. 5 "Blessed shall be your basket
and your kneading bowl...



[image: image38.png]Deuteronomy 28:15- 19-

"But it shall come about, if you do not obey the
LORD your God, to observe to do all His
commandments and His statutes with which |
charge you today, that all these curses will come
upon you and overtake you: 16 "Cursed shall
you be in the city, and cursed shall you be in the
country. 17 "Cursed shall be your basket and
your kneading bowl. 18 "Cursed shall be the
offspring of your body and the produce of your
ground, the increase of your herd and the young
of your flock. 19 "Cursed shall you be when you
come in, and cursed shall you be when you go
out...
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