Isaiah 8:19-22

When they say to you, "Consult the mediums
and the spiritists who whisper and mutter "
should not a people consult their God? Should
they consult the dead on behalf of the living?
20 To the law and to the testimony! If they do
not speak acceording to this word, it is because
they have no dawn. 21 Thay will pass through
the land hard-pressed and famished, and it will
turn out that when they are hungry, they will be
enraged and curse their king and their God as
they face upward. 22 Then they will look to the
earth, and behold, distress and darkness, the
gloom of anguish; and they will be driven away
into darkness.

A fast moving report on God’'s
unmovable word: Isaiah chapter 8

* |saiah Chapter 8 is
a close follow-an ta
the background &
content of chapter 7

Isaiah had a second
soh, & God told
|saiah to call him
Mahershalalhashbaz:
“Swift is the booty,
speedy is the prey”

Like the prophecy
of Isaiah chapter 7,
Isaiah's second son
is also a sign of the
coming sweep of
Assyria against the
northern kingdom
of Israel & its ally,
Aram (verses 1-8
see |saiah 8:18)

A fast moving report on God's
unmovable word: Isaiah chapter 8

+ The Lord spcoke
to Isaiah about the
many ameng his
pecple who were
straying from the
God-revealed truth

* Isaiah was called
to live as the small,
believing remnant
(verses 8-18)

+ Verses 19-22, our
focal passage this
morning. called the
people of Judah to
look to the Lord,
gauging the speech
of others by His
word, though others
turn away from the
Lord & toward earth

Isaiah 8:7-10

7 "Now therefore, behold, the Lord is about to
bring on them the strong and abundant waters of
the Euphrates, even the king of Assyria and all his
glory; and it will rise up over all its channels and

go over all its banks. 8 Then it will sweep on into
Judah, it will overflow and pass through, it will
reach even to the neck; and the spread of its wings
will fill the breadth of your land, © Immanuel+. 8 Be
hroken, © peoples, and be shatiered; and give ear,
all remote places of the earth. Gird yourselves, yet
be shattered; gird yourselves, yet be shattered.

10 "Devise a plan, but it will be thwarted; state a
propasal, but it will not stand, for God is with us+."

+ the same Hebrew words as the end of Isaiah 7:14;

“for Godis with us” could be, "because of Immanuel’

Isaiah 8:19-20

When they say to you, "Consult the mediums
and the spiritists who whisper and mutter "
should not a people consult their God?+ Should
they consult the dead on behalf of the living?
20 To the law and to the testimony! If they do
not speak acceording to this word, it is because
they have no dawn.

+ When we want to know what to do next,

te learn what is right or wrong, wise or foolish,
where do we turn? We in the church have
been given God's complated word, revealing
the Lord Jesus Christ, our eternal position in
Him. & the character of His life through us

It’s because
of Immanuel!

* In Isaiah 7:13-14,
God's promise ta
preserve the house
of David (2 Samuel
7. 1 Chronicles 17)
will be fully honored
until it is fulfilled by
the virgin birth of
the son, Immanuel
(Matthew 1:22-23)

The same Hebrew
words, rendered as
“Immanuel” in lsaiah
7:14 £ 8:8, are often
translated in Isaiah
8:10: "God is with us”

But the overall
message of this
passage is that the
house of David will be
preserved because
God will fulfill His
promise of Immanuel

Isaiah 8:19-20

When they say to you, "Consult the mediums
and the spiritists who whisper and mutter " +

should not a people consult their God? Should
they consult the dead on behalf of the living?+

20 To the law and to the testimony! If they do
not speak according to this word, it is because

they have no dawn.

+ These lines reflect pagan practices found in
the cultures surrounding the nation of Judah,
which combined ancestor worship & consulting
with the dead in order to obtain protection &
help in life fwarning from Moses: Deuteronomy
18:9-14,; example of King Saul: 1 Samuel 28)
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Who ya’ gonna call?

+ What Scripture says
is that there is ohe
God & Scripture
reveals His eternal

+ The people of
this warld have
concocted a
plethora of human-
centered viewpoints character from the
about how to handle 1%t page to the last
life & where to look . and Scripture gives
for answers to the us the right answers
questions we to those many
humans face “human guestions”

Which do you prefer:
truth or Truth?

» But Scripture &
Jesus Christ are
God's ultimate
special revelations

* This world will
offer us a variety
of human-centered
truth - truth with a

lower case “t” about Himself

« Some of it will + God's specially
even claim to be revealed Truth is
“Christian” or the final & absolute

test of all other
claims to “truth”

“hiblical’, making
a claim to “truth”

Isaiah 8:19-20

When they say to you, "Consult the mediums
and the spiritists who whisper and mutter.”
should not a people consult their God? Should
they consult the dead on behalf of the living?
20 To the law and to the testimony+! If they do

not speak according to this word, it is because

they have no dawn.

+ To the law and to the testimony is 2 Hebrew

poetic pattern; "the testimony” was an alternate
term for “the law"; the “law” (Hebrew: forafi)
was used for the five books of Moses (Genesis
through Deuteronomy); the rest of the Old
Testament was far from complete at this time

Psalms 19:7

The law of the Lard is perfect,
restoring the soul;

The tesfimony of the Lord ig sure,
making wise the simple.

Psalms 75.5
For He esfablished a testimony in Jacob
And appointed a faw in Israel,

Isaiah 8:16

Bind up the testimony,
seal the law among my disciples.

Isaiah 8.19-20

When they say ta you, "Consult the mediums
and the spiritists who whisper and mutter,”
should not a2 people consult their God? Should
they consult the dead on behalf of the living?
20 To the law and to the testimony! If they do
not speak according to this word+, it is because
they have no dawn.

+ Isaiah makes clear that God's ward is the
“gold standard” for what is true & right, Moses
had given the two measures of a prophet;

God’s word: “the acid test”

+ Gold doesn't react
to most acids like
ather metals, but it
reacts to nitric acid

* Sointhe gold rush
days of the mid-
1800s, to confirm
that a find was
really gold they
did 'the acid test'

» The broad, hut valid
application of the
message in verses
20-21 is that all that
we hear, see, read,
experience, etc. is
to be fully tested by
God’s word (see 1
Thessalonians 5:.21;
1 John 4:1; Jude 3)

Nobody was an Old Testament
biblical prophet just because...

of education
& background
(Amos 7:.14-15)

of an ecstatic

+ of claiming to
speak for God
{Ezekiel 13.6.7)
« of claiming special
experience or bold revelations from God
spiritual expression {Jeremiah 23:25-32)
(1 Samuel 19:20-24) . There is lots of
of their numbers or “spirituality” about,
popularity (Jeremiah but not all of it
23:13-15) comes from Ged

Moses’ two
measures of a prophet

« A prophet must
point people to God
in his fortfiteliing
(prophecy as
spiritual insight &
direction, speaking
as God's appointed
mouthpiece), & not
to other spiritual
“alternatives”

+ This was givenin
Deuteronomy 13

* And, a prophet's
foretelfing (prophecy
as prediction) must
come true, or that
prophet is not to he
viewed as speaking
for God
{Deuteronomy 18)
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Isaiah 8.19-20

When they say ta you, "Consult the mediums
and the spiritists who whisper and mutter,”
should not a2 people consult their God? Should
they consult the dead on behalf of the living?
20 To the law and to the testimony! If they do
not speak acceording to this word, it is because
they have no dawn+.

+ they have no dawn {KJV: no light in them):
the Hebrew word refers to the morning dawn,
as in the rising of the sun

Proverbs 4:18-19
18 But the path of the rightecus is like the light
of dawn+, that shines brighter and brighter
until the full day.
18 The way of the wicked is like darkness,
they do not know over what they stumble.

+ These verses from Proverbs convey
a similar idea to that of Isaiah 8:20-22,
written with figures of speech about
light & darkness; Isaiah is obviously
picturing the self-imposed plight of
those who do not turn to the Lord

Deuterenomy 28:1-6...14

Nowv it shall be, if you diligently obey the LORD
your Goed, being careful to do all His command-
ments which | command you today, the LORD
your God will set you high above all the naticns
of the earth. 2 "All these hlessings will come upon
you and overtake you if you obey the LORD your
God: 3 "Blessed shall you be in the city, and
blessed shall you be in the country. 4 "Blessed
shall be the offspring of your body and the
produce of your ground and the offspring of your
beasts, the increase of your herd and the young
of your flock. 5 "Blessed shall be your basket
and your kneading bowl...

Deuteronomy 28:19-19..

"But it shall come about, if you do not obey the
LORD your Ged, to cbserve to do all His
commandments and His statutes with which |
charge you today, that all these curses will come
upon you and overtake you: 16 "Cursed shall
you be in the city, and cursed shall you be in the
country. 17 "Cursed shall be your basket and
your kneading bowl. 18 "Cursed shall be the
offspring of your body and the produce of your
ground, the increase of your herd and the young
of your flock. 12 "Cursed shall you be when you
come in, and cursed shall you he when you go
out...

Isaiah 1:18-20

"Come now, and let us reason together, "Says
the LORD, "Though your sins are as scarlet,
they will be as white as snow, though they are
red like crimson, they will be like wool. 19 "If
you consent and obey, you will eat the best of
the land; 20 "But if you refuse and rebel, you
will be devoured by the sword." Truly, the
mouth of the LORD has spoken.

Why am | going through this?

+ Or, similarly, & even
in parallel, troubles
might be the Lord's
custom-designed
discipline for each
of one us, coming
from His immense
love far us
{Hebrews 12:4-11;
Revelation 3:19)

* Troubles might be
because a believer
has been walking
by the dictates of
the sin nature, from
which we have
been separated, &
which is devoid of
the very life Christ
(Romans 6:1-11)

Why am | going through this?

+ And we have no
reason to respand
1o the stresses of
life in the manner
that Isaiah wrote of
his fellow Jews in
the land of Judah
{James 1:2-4)

+ We can count on
all things working
together for good
& that the ultimate
effect will be to
conform us to the
image of God's Son
(Romans 5:28,29)

| " they will be enraged and curse " |

Isaiah 8:21-22

21 They will pass through the land hard-
pressed and famished, and it will turn out that
when they are hungry, + they will be enraged
and curse their king and their God as they face
upward. 22 Then they will look to the earth,
and behold, distress and darkness, the glcom
of anguish; and they will be driven away into
darkness.

+ When tough times come, it matters greatly
what we think: Why am | going through these
tough times? Do these tough times come
because of me or because of God? What
perspective should | have about the difficulties?
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Isaiah &.21-22

21 They will pass through the land hard-
pressed and famished, and it will turn out that
when they are hungry, they will be enraged
and curse their king and their God as they face
upward+. 22 Then they will lock to the earth,
and behald, distress and darkness, the gloom
of anguish; and they will be driven away into
darkness.

+ A great many in difficult circumstances will
simply be angry at Gaod, not recognizing & even
refusing to recognize the spiritual significance
of what is happening to them: Gentife, Jew or
among the Church, alf difficully has purpose

Many have “Jewish eyes”

+ Many modern
Christians look
upon life with
“Jewish eyes”

+ They see "God's
blessing" in life as
favorable outward
circumstances ofn
earth (Deuteronomy
28:1-14 is to Jews)

+ Similarly, many
modern Christians
"spiritualize” this
"Jewish view" by
measuring the truth
of something or
whether a message
or experience came
from Geod by whether
they "felt blessed”

Biblical Faith is Founded in Facts:

Feelings

Faith (Belief, Trust)

— Spiritual Facts Revealed by God |——

Ephesians 1:3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in
Christ

» Where are the blessings? In Whom?
» Has God withheld any blessing at all?
» How do | know if those blessings are real?

* Can | do anything to enhance or improve
upon or madify those hlessings in any way?
* Do goad ar bad feelings or good or bad
circumstances have any impact on those
blessings whatsoever?

Isaiah 8:21-22

21 They will pass through the land hard-
mressed and famished, and it will turn out that
when they are hungry, they will be enraged
and curse their king and their God as they face
upward. 22 Then they will look fo the earth,+
and behold, distress and darkness, the gloom
of anguish: and they will be driven away into
darkness.

+ When a person refuses to look to the Lord for
answers, they have little choice but to look for
life's answears from an earthly viewpoint: within
themselves & other human beings, politicians,
circumstances, man-made religion, experience. ..

lsaiah 8:21-22

21 They will pass through the land hard-
pressed and famished, and it will turn out that
when they are hungry, they will be enraged
and curse their king and their God as they face
upward. 22 Then they will lock to the earth,
and behold, distress and darkness, the gloom
of anguish; and they will be driven away into
darkness. +

+ For those who turn from the Lord, & find
themselves suppressing the truth, the outlook
is not good, but it just gets worse; after first
distressfully gazing upcn the darkness, & the
gloom of anguish — more darkness will follow!

Isaiah 8:21-22

21 They will pass through the land hard-
pressed and famished, and it will turn out that
when they are hungry, they will be enraged
and curse their king and their God as they face
upward. 22 Then they will look to the earth+,
and behold, distress and darkness, the gloom
of anguish; and they will be driven away into
darkness.

+ As believers whom the Holy Spirit has placed
into the Church, we do not just face upward,
but have been placed upward, seated with
Christ; it is from there, seated with Christ, that
we are to look upon things here on the earth

1 Corinthians 12:13a

“For by one Spirit we were all baptized [placed

by immersion] into one hody, whether Jews or

Greeks, whether slaves or free. .."

{Galatians 3.26-28 contains a similar message)
Ephesians 2:4-6

“But God, being rich in mercy, because of

Hie great love with which He loved us, 5 even

when we were dead in our transgressions,

made us alive together with Christ {by grace

you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with

Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly

places in Christ Jesus...” {our eternal position)
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