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The Lord of hosts has sworn saying,

"Surely, just as | have intended so it has
happened, and just as | have planned so

it will stand, 25 to break Assyria in My land,
and | will trample him on My mountains. Then
his yoke will be removed from them and his
burden removed from their shoulder. 26 This
is the plan devised against the whole earth;
and this is the hand that is stretched out
against all the nations. 27 For the Lord of
hosts has planned, and who can frustrate it?
And as for His stretched-out hand, who can
turn it back?"



[image: image2.png]Pulling through Isaiah 14

* Isaiah chapter 14 is + But each of these

from the part of the Gentile nations &
book of Isaiah that their rulers would
addressed the also have a direct
Gentile nations that accountability to
were located in the the Lord as well:
area around Judah . for their own spiritual
¢ God used these & moral state, & for

nations to deal with their treatment of the
His people Israel Jews & other nations
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¢ |saiah 14:1-28 ¢ Verses 24-27,
tells of the ultimate today’s focal point
restoration of the passage, declares
Jews to their land the overthrow of
& the downfall of Assyria, as typical
Babylon from its of God's fulfillment
prideful position of His promises

* Verses 12-14 also * The prophecies in
describe an overlay verses 28-32 end
of Satanic influence the Philistine people
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“We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
each of us has turned to his own way; and the Lord
has laid on Him the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6).
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The Lord of hosts has sworn saying,

"Surely, just as | have intended so it has happened, and
just as | have planned so it will stand,

to break Assyria in My land, and
| will trample him on My mountains.

Then his yoke will be removed from them and
his burden removed from their shoulder.

This is the plan devised against the whole earth; and
this is the hand that is stretched out against all the nations.

For the Lord of hosts has planned, and who can frustrate it?
And as for His stretched-out hand, who can turn it back?"
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[image: image8.png]The Lord of hosts

¢ The phrase “The * Most frequently,
Lord of hosts” was the “hosts’ referred
not used in the to are vast numbers
earliest parts of the of angelic creatures
Old Testament, but that God made at

was used often by the beginning of
the prophet Isaiah creation (Job 38:7)

God'’s ability to do what He has promised
is not limited or ever in question
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The Lord of hosts has sworn+ saying,
"Surely, just as | have intended so it has
happened, and just as | have planned so

it will stand, 25 to break Assyria in My land,
and | will trample him on My mountains.

Then his yoke will be removed from them and
his burden removed from their shoulder.

+ has sworn: in the over one dozen places that
this word pair occurs in Scripture, in every case
it is God who is the one who “has sworn”; God
is shown in Scripture to be the Promise Maker
& the Promise Keeper; He does not call on us to
make promises but to depend upon His promises
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The Lord of hosts has sworn saying+,
"Surely, just as | have intended so it has
happened, and just as | have planned so

it will stand, 25 to break Assyria in My land,
and | will trample him on My mountains.

Then his yoke will be removed from them and
his burden removed from their shoulder.

+ saying: though it might be common to pass
over this word, this word has a number of things
to say about God & His relationship with us;
fundamentally, God expresses himself to us -
He communicates; He isn't apathetic about what
we understand of who He is & what He does



[image: image11.png]What's He saying?

¢ God tells us in
His word who He
is, who we were
in Adam, & who
we are in Christ

* He tells us how
all of us got here
in the past &
where we're all
headed in the future

God tell us what's
really important &
what isn’t important

God tells us about
what we couldn’t
know if He didn’t
reveal it to us

He tells us what we
need to know for
hope & life & peace
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The Lord of hosts has sworn saying,
"Surely+, just as | have intended so it has
happened, and just as | have planned so

it will stand, 25 to break Assyria in My land,
and | will trample him on My mountains.

Then his yoke will be removed from them and
his burden removed from their shoulder.

+ Surely: one thing that we have with what God
says is certainty; God revealed truth to us with
certainty; He did so with the intent that we can

indeed understand what He has said with true
certainty



[image: image13.png]What God has revealed is certain

* John 6:47-49, "Truly,  Ephesians 5:5,

truly, | say to you,
he who believes has
eternal life. 48 | am
the bread of life."

¢ John 8:58, ‘Jesus
said to them, "Truly,
truly, | say to you,

before Abraham

was born, | am.

“For this you know
with certainty...”

God's word,
revealed to us,
provides a certainty
& therefore a
certain hope that
this world simply
doesn’'t know
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The Lord of hosts has sworn saying,

"Surely, just as+ | have intended so it has
happened, and just as+ | have planned so

it will stand, 25 to break Assyria in My land,
and | will trample him on My mountains.

Then his yoke will be removed from them and
his burden removed from their shoulder.

+ just as: God'’s intents & plans do not turn out
only approximately or roughly like He intends &
plans; God'’s intents & plans are not “God’s best
guess” nor are they fulfilled “close enough for
government work”; they come to pass “just as”
He intended & planned - exactly
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« In ancient pagan
cultures in the
nations around
Judah, it was
commonly believed
that the pagan gods
gathered at the time
of the New Year to
set plans in place
for the coming year

¢ The gods were
viewed as gathering
in the heavens, with
powers expressed
by & associated
with the astrological
powers of the sun,
moon, stars & the
planets — serving the
gods’ own purposes



[image: image16.png]A cultural insight

* But no one of these * So the one Almighty

gods had enough God revealed in
control to really Scripture stood in
dictate all that was sharp contrast to
to come to pass, these many gods
& not for all time of lesser power &

« Neither was one of lesser knowledge
the gods seen as & subject to time
having control over & to tricks & whims

the entire earth of the other gods



[image: image17.png]A cultural insight

« Beyond that, this ¢ And the sun, moon,
God would make a planets & stars do
promise & keep it! not control the lives

« And this God of of the humans!
Scripture would * The loving & faithful
love humans — God had placed
even care about & those there in the
be faithful to what heavens for the
He promised to a humans to mark

single human being! time & to have light
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[image: image20.png]Psalm 89:5-8

The heavens will praise Your wonders, O
Lord,; Youralso in the assembly
of the holy ones. 6 For who in the skies is
comparable to the Lord? Who among the sons
of the mighty is like the Lord, 7 a God greatly
feared in the council of the holy ones, and
awesome above all those who are around

Him? 8 O Lord God of hosts, who is like You,
O mighty Lord? Your|faithfulness|also

surrounds You.
God is eternally unequalled & ever faithful!



[image: image21.png]Isaiah 14:24-25

The Lord of hosts has sworn saying,

"Surely, just as | have intended so it has
happened, and just as | have planned so

it will stand, 25 to break Assyria+ in My land,
and | will trample him on My mountains.

Then his yoke will be removed from them and
his burden removed from their shoulder.

+ Assyria was both the people God would use
to discipline Israel, & the people God would hold
accountable for their own (Assyria's) actions;
Assyria's leaders were filled with their own
importance & wildly overinflated (& twisted)
assessment of their own power, worth & value
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The Lord of hosts has sworn saying,

"Surely, just as | have intended so it has
happened, and just as | have planned so

it will stand, 25 to break Assyria in My land+,
and | will trample him on My mountains+.
Then his yoke will be removed from them and
his burden removed from their shoulder.

+ “My land” and “My mountains” are both
phrases God used in the Old Testament to
make clear His ownership of them — a land
chosen by God, & shown to Abraham as part

of His covenant with Abraham (Genesis 12); the
land & mountains are elsewhere seen as Israel’s



[image: image23.png]My land? My mountains?

* The land & the * But how would God
mountains of Israel break & trample the
were the land & cruel Assyrians in
mountains that the the land & in the
Lord had promised mountains of Israel?
to Abraham & Israel .« \We will see in

* God repeatedly more detail how this

said “My” about the prophecy came to
things He promised pass when we get
& gave to Israel to Isaiah 37 & 38



[image: image24.png]Assyria broken
& trampled

* King Ahaz diedin 715
BC, about the time
this prophecy was
given (Isaiah 14:28
is a time marker)

* And in 701 BC (about
fourteen years later)
the Lord fulfilled this
prophecy miraculously
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The Lord of hosts has sworn saying,

"Surely, just as | have intended so it has
happened, and just as | have planned so

it will stand, 25 to break Assyria in My land,
and | will trample him on My mountains.

Then his yoke+ will be removed from them and
his burden+ removed from their shoulder.

+ In biblical times, “yokes” or “burdens” were
both used as pictures of something oppressive,
whether taxation, slavery or the rule of another
people over the Jews; Scripture repeatedly
pictures God as the one removing a heavy
yoke or an oppressive burden from the people



[image: image26.png]Leviticus 26:12-13

| will also walk among you and be your God,
and you shall be My people. 13 | am the Lord
your God, who brought you out of the land of
Egypt so that you would not be their slaves,
and | broke the bars of your yoke and made
you walk erect.

Jeremiah 28:11

Hananiah spoke in the presence of all the
people, saying, "Thus says the LORD, 'Even

so will | break within two full years the yoke of
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon from the neck
of all the nations.” Then the prophet Jeremiah

went his way.
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[image: image29.png]The apostles called the Law of Moses a “yoke”

Acts 15:5, 10-11, 28
But some of the sect of the Pharisees who had
believed stood up, saying, "It is necessary to
circumcise them and to direct them to observe
the Law of Moses.” ... 10 "Now therefore why
m Wby placing upon the
neck of the disciples a yoke which neither our
fathers nor we have been able to bear? 11 "But
we believe that we are saved through the grace
of the Lord Jesus, in the same way as they also
are.“... 28 "For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit

and to us to lay upon you no greater burden
than these essentials:” + Deuteronomy 6:16
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This is the plan devised against the whole
earth+; and this is the hand that is stretched
out against all the nations+. 27 For the Lord of
hosts has planned, and who can frustrate it?
And as for His stretched-out hand, who can
turn it back?“

+ Though many nations have at times opposed
God’s chosen people, Israel, & opposed their
presence in the land God gave them, there will
come a time when the nations’ opposition to the
Lord’s choice of Israel & the gifting of the land
to them will come to a final & momentous end!
“nations” in the Greek Old Testament is ethnos
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This is the plan devised against the whole
earth; and this is the hand that is stretched
out against all the nations. 27 For the Lord of
hosts has planned, and who can frustrate it?
And as for His stretched-out hand, who can
turn it back?“+

+ Scripture commonly makes a point about
absolute or singular truths by asking questions
of the readers; asking questions also involves
the reader in developing the answer & makes
the entire thought process more personal,
memorable, & clear



[image: image32.png]A question in Romans 8:35

Who will separate us from the love of Christ?
Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

A question in Revelation 5:1-2

| saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the
throne a book written inside and on the back,
sealed up with seven seals. 2 And | saw a
strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice,
"Who is worthy to open the book and to break
its seals?"

These questions are not asked because of
ignorance; they involve the reader & clarify
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This is the plan devised against the whole
earth; and this is the hand that is stretched
out against all the nations. 27 For the Lord of
hosts has planned, and who can frustrate it?
And as for His stretched-out hand+, who can
turn it back?

+ When Scripture uses a figure of speech
referring to God's “hand”, it is referring to
God'’s actions in the physical realm; that figure
of speech fits especially well here, because
the nation of Israel & the Gentiles are people
with an earthly inheritance, earthly blessings,
& an earthly role into the coming ages




[image: image34.png]Made with hands...
Made without hands...

What's the difference?
* From the Old

Testament through

the New Testament

there are multiple

references to things

made with hands &

not made with hands

e There is variation in

the general pattern

of words & phrases




[image: image35.png]Made with hands...
Made without hands...

What's the difference?

* The work of God in * Job 10:8

the physical realm e Psalm 19:1
(such as in creation)

: ¢ Psalm 92:4
is often spoken of as

being done by God's * Psalm 95:5
hands or is called * Hebrews 1:10
the work of His « Hebrews 2:7

hands
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[image: image38.png]God’s determinations will stand

¢ Human beings, * What good does
either individually or knowing that do
in whatever groups for us, right now?
they devise, make  « Of course, we can
their own decisions, avoid planning on
plans & strategies what won't happen

e But in the end, what . More importanﬂy’
God has determined e can take comfort

& promised will be & peace & place our
what comes to pass  confidence in Him



[image: image39.png]The “Big Picture” on God’s will

* God’s sovereign will is fixed
& irreversible, & includes
your position in Him

» God’s moral will is revealed
in Scripture & is intended to
be lived by the life of Christ

» God's individual will
consists mostly of learning
to make wise decisions,
with godly wisdom rather
than worldly wisdom



[image: image40.png]Romans 8:28-29

And we know that God causes all things to
work together for good to those who love God,
to those who are called according to His
purpose. 29 For those whom He foreknew,

He also predestined to become conformed to
the image of His Son, so that He would be the
firstborn among many brethren;

Ephesians 1:4b-5

In love He predestined us to adoption as sons
through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to
the kind intention of His will



[image: image41.png]¢ Romans 12:2,
“And do not be
conformed to this
world, but be
transformed by the
renewing of your
mind, so that you
may prove what the
will of God is, that
which is good and
acceptable and
perfect.”

The will
of God

¢ 1 Thessalonians

4:3a, “For this is the

will of God, your
sanctification...”




[image: image42.png]The Lord is ever faithful

* We can count on
the Lord to remain
faithful to what He
has promised & to
what He has said
will come to pass!

There are no time
or other limitations
to His faithfulness
—no failings... ever!

¢ The things that
He has promised
& predestined will
come to pass —
regardless of any
of our present
circumstances or
the direction that
things appear to
be headed now



[image: image43.png]The Lord is ever faithful

* Heis not only * Revelation 1:5,
faithful about things “...and from Jesus
in the future, but He Christ, the faithful
is faithful & present witness, the firstborn

with us right this of the dead, and the
very minute: ruler of the kings of

« Remember back the earth. To Him
when we studied who loves us and
Revelation? The released us from our

revelation was from:  sins by His blood”



[image: image44.png]This is no yoke
* We do have yokes + Romans 8:18,

& burdens in this “For | consider that
life on this planet! the sufferings of

« But they are not this present time
without purpose... are not worthy to

- And they are not be compared with

without end, either: the glory that is to
be revealed to us.”

Revelation 21:4, “...and He will wipe away
every tear from their eyes; and there will

no longer be any death; there will no longer
be any mourning, or crying, or pain...




[image: image45.png]If you are a
believer...

« Believers in Jesus
Christ can count on
being with the Lord
forever

¢ 1 Thessalonians
4:17-18, “Then we
who are alive and
remain will be
caught up together
with them in the
clouds to meet the
Lord in the air, and
so we shall always
be with the Lord. 18
Therefore comfort
one another with
these words.”
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