[image: image1.png]Isaiah 17:7-8

In that day man will have regard for his Maker

and his eyes will look to the Holy One of
Israel. 8 He will not have regard for the altars,
the work of his hands, nor will he look to that
which his fingers have made, even the
Asherim and incense stands.



[image: image2.png]Sweeping though Isaiah chapter 17

¢ In verses 1-11, « QOur focal point
Isaiah told the passage for today,
nations of Aram verses 7-8, tells

& Israel that their the positive spiritual
cities would soon outcome of this
become desolate otherwise ominous &
— a habitation for sweeping message
the animal herds  + \yerses 12-14 tell
about the coming
Tribulation period
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[image: image4.png]Some key questions in Isaiah 17:1-3
The oracle concerning Damascus.

"Behold, Damascus is about to be removed
from being a city and will become a fallen ruin.
2 The cities of Aroer are forsaken; they will be
for flocks to lie down in, and there will be no
one to frighten them. 3 The fortified city will
disappear from Ephraim, and sovereignty from
Damascus and the remnant of Aram; they will
be like the glory of the sons of Israel,"
Declares the Lord of hosts.

We need to understand some of these names
in order to understand what verses 7-8 mean



[image: image5.png]Who is Aram?

 To find out who Two of the sons of Terah:
Aram was, we
must go to the
book of Genesis

* Genesis 22:20-24
tells us that Aram
was Abraham’s
brother Nahor's
grandson




[image: image6.png]Aram’s leftovers

¢ By NewTestament « It would be on the

times, even after road to Damascus,
many centuries, the capital city of
Aramaic was the Aram (now called
most commonly Syria), that the Lord
spoken language would confront Saul
in Israel, & would (later called Paul),
have been used who was aided in his
among Jesus & recovery by Ananias,

his disciples once in Damascus



[image: image7.png]And who is Ephraim?

* Joseph's two sons
were the heads of
the half-tribes of
Israel; the more
prominent & most
highly blessed of
the two was Ephraim
(as Jacob blessed
him most highly in
Genesis 48:8-22)

So the tribe
consisted of all
those descended
from Ephraim

And the northern
nation of Israel was
at times called by
its most prominent
tribe among the ten
of them: Ephraim



[image: image8.png]What does Isaiah mean by “Asherim”?

* Asherim (KJV: * Placement & worship
groves; singular: of the Asherim (often
Asherah) were called or associated
carved images, with “sacred pillars”)
at times presented was typically on high
as a grove of trees places, & was done
or even made from alongside altars &
agrove of trees, & with burning incense

was associated with (see Exodus 34:13;
pagan sexual rites 1 Kings 14:15; 23)
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[image: image11.png]Genealogy: Terah to the 12 Tribes
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[image: image12.png]v Ba’al + Asherah

* Old Testament * The altars mentioned
Scriptures make in Isaiah 17:8 likely
repeated reference refer to altars to
to Ba'al & Asherah Ba'al, the male deity

« These were male often worshipped
& female deities, alongside the female
mentioned together ~ deity Asherah
multiple times in « Direct mention of the
Judges chapter 6 Asherim ends with

&in 1 & 2 Kings the Old Testament



[image: image13.png]Isaiah 17:7-8

In that day man will have regard for his Maker
and his eyes will look to the Holy One of
Israel. 8 He will not have regard for the altars+,
the work of his hands, nor will he look to that
which his fingers have made, even the
Asherim+ and incense stands+.

+ altars, Asherim, incense stands: these are
strong indications that we should look for the
fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy within a shorter
timeframe — even within Isaiah’s own lifetime;
& that is what we find to be the case




[image: image14.png]Isaiah’s timeline
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[image: image15.png]Philosophy of empire
regarding conquered peoples
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[image: image16.png]So what happened?

* In 733-732 BC * The deportation
Assyria began of the rest of the
deporting much of tribes of Israel
the population of continued from
Aram, with its capital 722to 715 BC
in Damascus, & « Assyria relocated
some of the tribes of other people to the
Israel, the northern land of Israel, who
kingdom, with its came to be called

capital in Samaria “the Samaritans”



[image: image17.png]Samaria: Ephraim’s leftovers

« It is among this « Jesus told the well-
mixed population known parable of
that Jesus went to “the good Samaritan”
reveal His identity, to an expert on the
telling the woman Law of Moses & the
at Jacob’s well that Jews’ accumulated
He was the Messiah & added traditions
(John 4; see also (recorded for us only

Acts 1:8; 8:1-24) in Luke 10:25-37)



[image: image18.png]Isaiah 17:7-8 — a 1%t glance at chapters 40-48

In that day man will have regard for his Maker
and his eyes will look to the Holy One of
Israel. 8 He will not have regard for the altars,
the work of his hands, nor will he look to that
which his fingers have made, even the
Asherim and incense stands.

Isaiah chapters 40-48 goes into far greater
detail on the issues that are summarized in
the two verses above; Isaiah here brings it
down to a critical question: Do you want to
worship the God who made you, or the gods
you made in order to just worship something?
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[image: image22.png]Some things to notice in Isaiah 17:7-8

In that day man will have regard for his Maker
and his eyes will look to the Holy One of
Israel. 8 He will not have regard for the altars,
the work of his hands, nor will he look to that
which his fingers have made, even the
Asherim and incense stands.

The majority of the people of the nations of
Aram & Israel were occupied with worship
of the pagan deities Ba'al (plural: Ba'alim) &
Asherah (plural: Asherim), including the use
of man-made images, altars & incense stands



[image: image23.png]Positive & negative in Isaiah 17:7-8
The positive statement:

In that day man will have regard for|his Maker]
and his eyes will look to the Holy One of
Israel.

The negative statement:

He will not have regard for the altars, the
work of his hands | nor will he look to that
which his fingers have made [even the
Asherim and incense stands.



[image: image24.png]Some of the patterns in Isaiah 17:7-8

In that day|man will have regard or his Maker

and
his eyes W

he Holy One of Israel.

He will not have regard ffor the altars,
the work of hIS hands,

which his flngers have made,

even the Asherim and incense stands.



[image: image25.png]Isaiah 17:7-8

In that day+ man will have regard for his
Maker and his eyes will look to the Holy One
of Israel. 8 He will not have regard for the
altars, the work of his hands, nor will he look
to that which his fingers have made, even the
Asherim and incense stands.

+ In that day: we have addressed these words
before (Isaiah 4:1,2; 11:10), which point to a
future time; which future time is determined

in each case by context; the word “Asherim” &
the fact that “altar” very likely means “an altar to
Ba'al” points to a future time in Isaiah’s lifetime




[image: image26.png]So what is Isaiah saying here?

« After all their false ¢ The prophets Amos

gods failed them & Hosea had also
miserably, these delivered a similar
people of the message among

northern kingdom of  these people in the
Israel (aka Ephraim) northern kingdom
would cometorealize « |t would take getting
that they should direct r|pped from their
their focus upon the homeland to come
God of Scripture to this realization



[image: image27.png]Isaiah raises some burning questions

* Who - or what - « Or will you worship
will you worship? what each of us sees
- Will you worship in the mirror as we
what the Maker start each day?
of all things has « Or will you worship
made? Or the the Maker of all
things that humans things — who is
make out of what Jesus Christ the
the Maker of all Lord (1 John 1:3 &

things has made? Colossians 1:15-17)7?



[image: image28.png]Isaiah raises some burning questions

* What or who
will you say really
matters in the end?
* What will you have
ultimate regard for &
what or who will you
ultimately respect?

e Circumstances?
* Willit be just stuff?

Other people’s
changing opinions?
Or will it be the
changeless eternal
character of your
Maker & only Savior
in whom you have
been unfathomably
blessed in your
eternal position



[image: image29.png]Isaiah raises some burning questions

* What or who will * What or who will
occupy your mind & be of such infinite
heart & affections? depth of character

+ What or who will as to increasingly
be so treasured draw your attention,
that nothing can not only for the years
compare to it? that you have earthly

breath, but for the
ages beyond time
still yet to come?

« If you could only
see but one thing,
what would it be?
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[image: image31.png]These are not questions of Law

¢ These questions ¢ God'’s eternal
are not asked from purpose is fulfilled
the view of law & in each believer
of legalism because He has

« These, instead, designed that we
are questions to share His glory &
encourage us to are transformed
“see” our eternal from glory to glory
position in Christ as we behold the

Lord (2 Cor. 3:18)



[image: image32.png]Which eyes will you see with?

* Willyou see only « Will you see with
with the eyes that eyes of faith the
see everything in riches of His grace
the physical realm, abundantly poured
as does the world? out for you & me?

* Or will you see with  « Will you look to the
the eyes that view One in Whom you
the spiritual realm, have been placed &
by God's enabling blessed, seen only

(Ephesians 1:18)? with eyes of faith?



[image: image33.png]Do you see what you believe?

* Some in this world ¢ God'’s eternal

will only believe purpose is to reveal,
what they see declare & share His

+ Some others won't glory — with us!
even go that far . Tha_t we _Wo_uld

+ But God, in love, glorify Him in
revealed Himself fulfillment of that
toall, so that those eternal purpose!
who are willing to « But only the eyes

see will know that... of faith can see it!



[image: image34.png]Hebrews 12:1-2

Therefore, since we have so great a cloud

of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay
aside every encumbrance and the sin which
so easily entangles us, and let us run with
endurance the race that is set before us,

2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and
perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before
Him endured the cross, despising the shame,
and has sat down at the right hand of the
throne of God.



[image: image35.png]Philippians 3:12-14
Not that | have already obtained it or have
already become perfect, but | press on so that
| may lay hold of that for which also | was laid
hold of by Christ Jesus. 13 Brethren, | do not
regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but
one thing | do: forgetting what lies behind and
reaching forward to what lies ahead, 14 |
press on toward the goal [skopos: those in a
chariot race continually fixed their eyes on the
skopos] for the prize of the upward call of
God in Christ Jesus.



[image: image36.png]2 Corinthians 3:18

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as

in a mirror+ the glory of the Lord, are being

transformed into the same image from glory
to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

+ A verb form is used here; see noun for
“mirror” in 1 Corinthians 13:8 & James 1:23;
the mirror, in New Testament usage, is the
written word of God; our study of God's word
is for the purpose of beholding the Lord of
glory, so as to be transformed & changed into
the glorious image of Christ our Lord (Romans
8:28,29), as a work of the Holy Spirit



[image: image37.png]In the end... there is no end

¢ In the end, the Lord
takes no joy in our
ending up like Aram
& Israel did — torn
brutally from one’s
homeland or forced
into some needless
agony in order to
finally place one’s
focus on the Lord

¢ Butthe Lord desires,
as Paul prayed,
that the eyes of our
hearts be opened,
to be drawn to the
magnificent & infinite
glory of Him who
calls us to place our
heart’s focus, & our
occupation, on Him
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