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In that day five cities in the land of Egypt will be speaking the
language of Canaan and swearing allegiance to the Lord of hosts;
one will be called the City of Destruction. 19 In that day there will be
an altar to the Lord in the midst of the land of Egypt, and a pillar to
the Lord near its border. 20 It will become a sign and a withess to
the Lord of hosts in the land of Egypt; for they will cry to the Lord
because of oppressors, and He will send them a Savior and a
Champion, and He will deliver them. 21 Thus the Lord will make
Himself known to Egypt, and the Egyptians will know the Lord in that
day. They will even worship with sacrifice and offering, and will make
a vow to the Lord and perform it. 22 The Lord will strike Egypt,
striking but healing; so they will return to the Lord, and He will
respond to them and will heal them. 23 In that day there will be a
highway from Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrians will come into
Egypt and the Egyptians into Assyria, and the Egyptians will worship
with the Assyrians. 24 In that day Israel will be the third party with
Egypt and Assyria, a blessing in the midst of the earth, 25 whom the
Lord of hosts has blessed, saying, "Blessed is Egypt My people, and
Assyria the work of My hands, and Israel My inheritance."
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[image: image5.png]Lots of changes, but...

e Though there were  + Egypt had a system

lots of changes in of power which
Egypt over the placed the Pharoah
centuries of their as ruler & a deity
contact with the * Their religion had
people in the Bible, about 700 gods, &
there are some one's eternity was
common facts & determined by how
principles which one interacted with

will be useful to us: those gods



[image: image6.png]Here’s the bottom line

« Egyptians saw
eternity as spent in
whatever earthly
accommodations
were provided for
the dead

* So Pharoah was
provided with the
very best in “eternal
accommodations”

* The slaves, who
were typically great
in number, were put
to work substantially
on public projects,
including facilities
for the “immortal”
pharoah & his
supposed assistants
in the afterlife
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[image: image8.png]Then, there’s the Jews’ temptation

¢ During Isaiah’s * And they also
own lifetime, the looked to their
Jews were at one old slave-master
time even tempted Egypt, to protect

to rely upon Assyria them from the

to protect them from threat of the fierce
other enemies (2 cruelty of Assyria
Kings 16:7-8) (Isaiah 30:7; 31:1)
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« In the end, both * God used pressure
Egypt & Assyria from both Egypt &
would “get theirs” Assyria in order to
in full measure cause the Jews to

+ And the character turn to Him
of that “getting e Then He would, in
theirs” is what turn, bring pressure
Isaiah describes on both Egypt &
for both Egypt & Assyria to cause

Assyria them to turn to Him
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In that day five cities in the land of Egypt will be
speaking the language of Canaan and swearing
allegiance to the Lord of hosts; one will be called
the City of Destruction+. 19 In that day there will
be an altar to the Lord in the midst of the land
of Egypt, and a pillar to the Lord near its border.
20 It will become a sign and a witness to the
Lord of hosts in the land of Egypt; for they will
cry to the Lord because of oppressors, and He
will send them a Savior and a Champion, and
He will deliver them.

+ the language of Canaan was & is Hebrew; but
the “shocker” is allegiance to the Lord of hosts!



[image: image11.png]Egypt & Assyria “had a past”

« Egypt had about * Assyria had a

700 gods in its pantheon of gods
pantheon, & even as well, with Ashur
included their own as the chief deity
pharaoh as a deity . For Assyria to turn

¢ Turning to the Holy in whole heart to the
One of Israel in Holy One of Israel
Isaiah’s day was a was also a very

shocking concept! shocking idea!
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In that day five cities in the land of Egypt will be
speaking the language of Canaan and swearing
allegiance to the Lord of hosts; one will be called
the City of Destruction. 19 In that day there will
be an altar to the Lord in the midst of the land of
Egypt, and a pillar to the Lord near its border.
20 It will become a sign and a witness to the
Lord of hosts in the land of Egypt+; for they will
cry to the Lord because of oppressors, and He
will send them a Savior and a Champion, and
He will deliver them.

+ These are things that had taken place with
Abraham & Jacob, but Egypt will do them!



[image: image13.png]An altar & a pillar

* Abraham built an « Egypt, says Isaiah,

altar to the Lord to will not worship their
express thanks & pagan pantheon in
worship to the Lord that day, but the
(see Genesis 12:8; Lord of hosts — the
13:18) Holy One of Israel

» Jacob did similarly ¢ These will be in
with a stone pillar their land & from

(Genesis 29:18-22) among their people!
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In that day five cities in the land of Egypt will be
speaking the language of Canaan and swearing
allegiance to the Lord of hosts; one will be called
the City of Destruction. 19 In that day there will
be an altar to the Lord in the midst of the land
of Egypt, and a pillar to the Lord near its border.
20 It will become a sign and a witness to the
Lord of hosts in the land of Egypt; for they will
cry to the Lord because of oppressors+, and He
will send them a Savior and a Champion, and
He will deliver them.

+ This was precisely what Israel did during the
period of the Judges - & God delivered them!
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When the sons of Israel cried to the Lord,

the Lord raised up a deliverer for the sons of
Israel to deliver them... 15 But when the sons
of Israel cried to the Lord, the Lord raised up
a deliverer for them

A day will come when the Egyptians
will turn to the Lord like this!
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Now it came about when the sons of Israel
cried to the Lord on account of Midian, 8 that
the Lord sent a prophet to the sons of Israel,
and he said to them, "Thus says the Lord, the
God of Israel, 'It was | who brought you up
from Egypt and brought you out from the
house of slavery. 9 | delivered you from the
hands of the Egyptians and from the hands of
all your oppressors, and dispossessed them
before you and gave you their land'

A day will come when the Egyptians
will turn to the Lord like this!
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Then the sons of Israel cried out to the Lord,
saying, "We have sinned against You, for
indeed, we have forsaken our God and served
the Baals." 11 The Lord said to the sons of
Israel, "Did | not deliver you from the
Egyptians, the Amorites, the sons of Ammon,
and the Philistines? 12 Also when the
Sidonians, the Amalekites and the Maonites
oppressed you, you cried out to Me, and |
delivered you from their hands.”

A day will come when the Egyptians
will turn to the Lord like this!
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In that day five cities in the land of Egypt will be
speaking the language of Canaan and swearing
allegiance to the Lord of hosts; one will be called
the City of Destruction. 19 In that day there will
be an altar to the Lord in the midst of the land
of Egypt, and a pillar to the Lord near its border.
20 It will become a sign and a witness to the
Lord of hosts in the land of Egypt; for they will
cry to the Lord because of oppressors, and He
will send them a Savior and a Champion, and
He will deliver them+.

+ This will be God’s solution: Jesus Christ, the
King of kings & Lord of lords, reigning on earth!
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Thus the Lord will make Himself known to
Egypt, and the Egyptians will know the Lord in
that day.+ They will even worship with sacrifice
and offering, and will make a vow to the Lord
and perform it. 22 The Lord will strike Egypt,
striking but healing; so they will return to the
Lord, and He will respond to them and will

heal them.

+ Notice that it is God who takes the initiative
to make Himself known; that the Egyptians will
know the Lord is in sharp contrast to pharaoh’s
words to Moses & Aaron recorded for us in
Exodus 5:3, “I do not know the Lord”
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Thus the Lord will make Himself known to
Egypt, and the Egyptians will know the Lord in
that day. They will even worship with sacrifice
and offering, and will make a vow to the Lord
and perform it.+ 22 The Lord will strike Egypt,
striking but healing; so they will return to the
Lord, and He will respond to them and will
heal them.

+ The Egyptians’ response is not just empty
words & lip service; it is genuine worship & real
life response all the way into action
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Thus the Lord will make Himself known to
Egypt, and the Egyptians will know the Lord in
that day. They will even worship with sacrifice
and offering, and will make a vow to the Lord
and perform it. 22 The Lord will strike Egypt,
striking but healing; so they will return to the
Lord, and He will respond to them and will
heal them.+

+ This is a key truth & insight: The Lord doesn't
bring pain & obstacles & struggles into our
lives just because it's recreational for Him;
He does so to bring us around to healing, which
takes place when we turn to Him & grow in Him
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In that day there will be a highway from Egypt
to Assyria, and the Assyrians will come into
Egypt and the Egyptians into Assyria, and the
Egyptians will worship with the Assyrians.+
24 In that day Israel will be the third party with
Egypt and Assyria, a blessing in the midst of
the earth, 25 whom the Lord of hosts has
blessed, saying, "Blessed is Egypt My people,
and Assyria the work of My hands, and Israel
My inheritance.”

+ Imagine that! Unity & freedom & openness
before the Lord between these many-eons-long
enemies! Harmony that was impossible before!
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In that day there will be a highway from Egypt
to Assyria, and the Assyrians will come into
Egypt and the Egyptians into Assyria, and the
Egyptians will worship with the Assyrians. 24 In
that day Israel will be the third party with Egypt
and Assyria, a blessing in the midst of the
earth, 25 whom the Lord of hosts has blessed,
saying, "Blessed is Egypt My people, and
Assyria the work of My hands, and Israel My
inheritance.”
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whom the Lord of hosts has blessed, saying,

"Blessed fis

Egypt My people+, and

Assyria the work of My hands++, and

Israel My inheritance*.“

+ Israel was also called “My people” (Isaiah
1:3) & pharaoh was told to let Israel “My
people” go — now Egypt will be “My people”
++ Israel was also called “the work of My
hands” (Isaiah 60:12; 64:8)

* But of these three, only Israel was actually
called “My inheritance” (Deuteronomy 32:9)




[image: image25.png]God made believing Gentiles & Jews
into one new people: the Church

You may
remember
from our
study of
Ephesians 2:11-22



[image: image26.png]God made believing Gentiles & Jews
into one new people: the Church

Isaiah will
tell us about

the Gentiles,
Israel & Christ's first

& second comings...

but not
about the
Church



[image: image27.png]This is all just great, but...

* We don't live in * So what do we do
Egypt or Israel with these words?
or Assyria * How will it have an

* And being part of impact in my life &
the Church, we will yours?

be taken to be with
the Lord before this
comes to a head &

these prophecies
come about



[image: image28.png]We can recognize what
the problems mean

* The pressures, ¢ God intends a
stresses, pains & positive spiritual
difficulties of life do purpose for the
not mean that God things that happen
is just mean, that & don't happen in
He doesn't care, our lives
He forgot about us, . |t isn't God's job to
or that He'd like to just make everything
help but just can't “pretty easy” for us —

pull it off right now ahighway to heaven
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And we know that God causes all things to work
together for good to those who love God, to those
who are called according to His purpose. 29 For
those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to
become conformed to the image of His Son, so that
He would be the firstborn among many brethren

1 Peter 1:6-7

In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a
little while, if necessary, you have been distressed
by various trials, 7 so that the proof of your faith,
being more precious than gold which is perishable,
even though tested by fire, may be found to result
in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of
Jesus Christ



[image: image30.png]2 Corinthians 4:16-18 says that
whatever happens,
it's worth it!
Therefore we do not lose heart, but though
our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is
being renewed day by day. 17 For momentary,
light affliction is producing for us an eternal
weight of glory far beyond all comparison,
18 while we look not at the things which are
seen, but at the things which are not seen; for
the things which are seen are temporal, but
the things which are not seen are eternal.



[image: image31.png]We can pass on the other “options”

* Because the views + The world’s & the

of the world & the sin nature’s “options”,
sin nature (both of however tempting at
which the believer one time or another,
has been separated are not options at
from) are based on all for the believer
living life without « Only turning to the
reliance on God'’s Lord & reliance upon
life & character & Him & His life are of

work & provision... any eternal value
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