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Thus says the Lord God of hosts, "Come, go to this steward, to Shebna,
who is in charge of the royal household, 16 ‘What right do you have here,
and whom do you have here, that you have hewn a tomb for yourself
here, you who hew a tomb on the height, you who carve a resting place
for yourself in the rock? 17 'Behold, the Lord is about to hurl you
headlong, O man. And He is about to grasp you firmly 18 and roll you
tightly like a ball, to be cast into a vast country; there you will die and
there your splendid chariots will be, you shame of your master's house.'
19 | will depose you from your office, and | will pull you down from your
station. 20 Then it will come about in that day, that | will summon My
servant Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, 21 and | will clothe him with your tunic
and tie your sash securely about him. | will entrust him with your authority,
and he will become a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and to the
house of Judah. 22 Then | will set the key of the house of David on his
shoulder, when he opens no one will shut, when he shuts no one will
open. 23 | will drive him like a peg in a firm place, And he will become a
throne of glory to his father's house. 24 So they will hang on him all the
glory of his father's house, offspring and issue, all the least of vessels,
from bowls to all the jars. 25 "In that day," declares the Lord of hosts,
“the peg driven in a firm place will give way; it will even break off and fall,
and the load hanging on it will be cut off, for the Lord has spoken."
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[image: image3.png]Flying through Isaiah 21 & 22

* |saiah 21:1-10 ¢ Isaiah 22:1-14 is
prophesies about about the rejoicing,
the fall of Babylon, then agony, that will
a nation that hadn't come upon the city
yet come to power of Jerusalem

* Verses 11-17 * Verses15-25 is the
pronounce coming focal point passage
judgments against for this morning —
the nearby nations about two men in

of Edom & Arabia authority in Judah



[image: image4.png]Key to understanding this passage
is the principle of stewardship

* A common thread
from one end of
Scripture to the
other is the principle
of stewardship

» Stewardship is not
a gift with which one
may do as he or
she pleases, but an
entrusting into care

Salvation is a gift,
received only by faith
(Ephesians 2:8,9)
But each of us

is entrusted with
various stewardships
for which we have a
responsibility & an
accountability, with
possible reward
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Thus says the Lord God of hosts, "Come, go
to this steward, to Shebna, who is in charge
of the royal household,

+ While Isaiah has been going on for chapters
addressing this nation & that one, now the Lord
has him go to this one certain man: Shebna;
now Shebna is not some nobody, but the
politically powerful guy who runs the royal
household, with impacts throughout the nation
of Judah; Shebna is probably the number two
man in power in all of Judah, with the ability to
“pull strings” regarding people, money & goods
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What right do you have here, and whom do
you have here, that you have hewn a tomb
for yourself here, you who hew a tomb on
the height, you who carve a resting place
for yourself in the rock?

+ Interesting that Isaiah’s first point on the
agenda with Shebna is not about how he is
doing with his running the royal household,
but with his tomb! What seems to be going
on here that Shebna’s tomb is the main topic
of Isaiah’s discussion with him?
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Behold, the Lord is about to hurl you headlong,
O man. And He is about to grasp you firmly

18 and roll you tightly like a ball, to be cast into
a vast country; there you will die and there your
splendid chariots will be, you shame of your
master's house. 19 | will depose you from your
office, and | will pull you down from your station.

+ By Isaiah’s graphic language, Shebna is
about to go from being the man in charge to
becoming a human cannonball; God Himself
will take Shebna completely “offline”



[image: image8.png]What's the lesson of Shebna?

* Shebnaheldaplace <« Believers would

of responsibility in be wise to keep
Judah, but was too focused upon the
absorbed in where things that matter

his body would be spiritually, & seeing

placed when he died that it matters most

&what others thought  what the Lord thinks
« In Shebna's mind, about us & how we

what mattered was stand with Him:
thathewasinatomb <« We are in Christ



[image: image9.png]The Shebna Principle:

Glory is not measured
by the tomb you're in,
but by the Whom you're in
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Then it will come about in that day, that | will
summon My servant Eliakim the son of Hilkiah,
21 and | will clothe him with your tunic and tie
your sash securely about him. | will entrust him
with your authority, and he will become a father
to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and to the house
of Judah.

+ As we have said before, “in that day” is a
future time, & in this case it will happen within
the lifetime of Isaiah, Shebna & Eliakim; with
Shebna taken out of his position, Eliakim will
take his place entirely; Eliakim will not just take
the title, but will fulfill the role completely & in
the full spirit of the duties set before him
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Then | will set the key of the house of David on
his shoulder, when he opens no one will shut,
when he shuts no one will open.

+ As a historical note, keys in those days were
big! That's because the locks were big! This
verse is a way of saying that the authority over
the house of David (the lineage from David that
is living & reigning at any one time) is placed on
Eliakim's shoulders; Eliakim's authority will be
total in his domain - not to be contradicted; this
verse is repeated in the New Testament just
once, & applied to another person...



[image: image12.png]In our study of
Revelation, in
3:7 we read:

"And to the angel
[i.e., messenger]
of the church in
Philadelphia write:

He [Christ] who is
holy, who is true, who
has the key of David,
who opens and no
one will shut, and who
shuts and no one
opens, says this...



[image: image13.png]The Key of David Principle:

Jesus Christ will take upon Himself
all authority & all responsibility for
all of eternity
- not unreliably like Shebna nor
limited in duration like faithful Eliakim —
so our being
“in Christ” forever
is perfectly reliable... forever
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| will drive him like a peg in a firm place, and
he will become a throne of glory to his father's
house. 24 So they will hang on him all the glory
of his father's house, offspring and issue, all
the least of vessels, from bowls to all the jars.

+ For a reference to a peg holding up a vessel,
see Ezekiel 15:3; these verses speak directly
about the character of Eliakim in the position
that he will take over from Shebna — at God’s
direction; Eliakim will be worthy of the trust
placed in him, carrying out his duties faithfully,
down to the smallest item — every vessel
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| will drive him like a peg in a firm place, and
he will become a throne of glory to his father's
house. 24 So they will hang on him all the glory
of his father's house, offspring and issue, all
the least of vessels, from bowls to all the jars.

+ But these verses, following as they do on
verse 22, which John the apostle wrote as
from & about Jesus Christ, also describe the
character of the reign of Jesus Christ in the
coming Millennial Kingdom



[image: image16.png]Isaiah 22:23-24 & Jesus Christ

Word(s) | New Testament Quote

throne, |Matthew 19:28; “...when the Son of Man

glory 25:31 will sit on His glorious
throne...”

Father's |John 14:2 “...In My Father's house

house are many dwelling
places...”

vessels |Romans 9:23 “...to make known the

1 Corinthians 4:7
2 Timothy 2:20-21

riches of His glory upon
vessels of mercy, which
He prepared beforehand
for glory...”




[image: image17.png]What's the lesson of Eliakim?

* Eliakim was
certainly reliable —
faithful by character
& focused on the
right things so that
he could be counted
upon to discern & to
pursue the things
that really mattered
in his assignment

Eliakim's reliability
& discernment of
what really mattered
made him suitable
for a role of “father”
to the nation (v. 21)

The authority we
are granted at any
time is an entrusting
by God (v. 21)



[image: image18.png]The Eliakim Principle:

Authority is more about
the One who grants it
than the one who receives it
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"In that day," declares the Lord of hosts, "the
peg driven in a firm place will give way; it will
even break off and fall, and the load hanging
on it will be cut off, for the Lord has spoken.”

+ Even though Eliakim was clearly a faithful
man, doing his duty in a God-given role in the
full spirit of his royal assignment; Eliakim was
a human being, whose human life would come
to an end; this will not be due to some failure
of character on Eliakim’s part, but to simple
human mortality; this aspect will certainly not
be true of the ways in which Jesus Christ does
& will fulfill verses 22-24 (1 Peter 4:11; Jude 25)



[image: image20.png]What's the lesson of the failed peg?

* No human being * No human being
in any assignment or human institution,
on earth, spiritual or no matter how very
otherwise, even if faithful, responsible,

that person is “rock- & even if extremely
solid” faithful, will be reliable, is intended
able to last in that by God to replace

assignment forever our confidence in &

+ Life on earth simply ~ dependence upon
has its time limits the Lord Himself



[image: image21.png]The Peg Principle:
Better to hang onto the Lord

than to be left hanging




[image: image22.png]Remember the stewardship!

« QOur salvation is not * Our blessings in
a stewardship — it is Christ are not a

a gift received only stewardship — they
by faith entirely & are given us entirely
only through God's out of the gracious,

very amazing grace loving heart of the
(Romans 3:24; 6:23 Father (Ephesians
Ephesians 2:8,9) 1:3; Colossians 1:12)



[image: image23.png]So what things are a stewardship?

* Wehavebeengiven <« How we handle

various earth-time those stewardships
stewardships: each does not impact our
is a responsibility salvation nor our
with a corresponding blessings in Christ
accountability & an — those are not at
opportunity for an issue at all or ever
eternal reward from & never will they be
Christ Himself diminished or ever

removed



[image: image24.png]A stewardship would include...

* The various aspects * The physical &
of our physical lives financial resources

here on earth: our that God has given
bodies, minds — into our hands for
their health & use use as He sees fit
for God's purposes — but they are His!

1 Corinthians 6:19-20, “Or do you not
know that your body is a temple of the
Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have

from God, and that you are not your own?
20 For you have been bought with a
price: therefore glorify God in your body.”




[image: image25.png]A stewardship would include...

e Our family « QOur children are not
relationships are “our children” as an
stewardships: outright ownership

* A wife is given as e Children are a
a stewardship into stewardship, given
the husband'’s care as a trust for a time

¢ A husband is given « There are even
as a stewardship to stewardships
the wife among extended
family members



[image: image26.png]A stewardship would include...

* Every believer has  « Church leaders
at least one spiritual & teachers have a
gift, to be used stewardship in their
within this church ministry among the
body for the benefit church body (1
of the church body Corinthians 3:10-15;
+ Those within the Hebrews 13:7)
church where God

has placed us are
stewardships, too



[image: image27.png]How concerned should | be
about those stewardships?

* While stewardships + The Lord'’s desire is

given to us never to reward us fully &
put our salvation He is very eager to
nor our blessings do so (Revelation

in Christ at stake, 22:12; 2 John 8)
there will come a + We are encouraged
time of open & final 5 |ook to the Lord
accountability for our motivations
before the Lord for the stewardships

Jesus Christ (Colossians 3:23)



[image: image28.png]So how does
the Lord want us

to carry out the
stewardships?

Philippians 4:13,
“l can do all things
through Him who
strengthens+ me.”
+ endunamod:
ability from within,
received from Him

Ephesians 3:20-21,
“Now to Him who is
able to do far more
abundantly beyond
all that we ask or
think, according to
the power that
works+ within us,
21 to Him be the glory
in the church and in
Christ Jesus to all
generations forever
and ever. Amen.”

+ energed: energizing



[image: image29.png]New Testament rewards

1) Solid Foundation

Reward:

1 Corinthians 3:14

2) Voluntary Service

Reward:

1 Corinthians 9:17

3) Inheritance
Reward:

Colossians 3:23, 24




[image: image30.png]New Testament
crowns

1) Victor's Crown:
1 Corinthians 9:25

2) Soul Winner's
Crown:

1 Thess. 2:19,20

3) Rapture Lover's
Crown: 2 Timothy 4:8

4) Elder's Crown for
Service: 1 Peter 5:2-4

5) Martyr's Crown:
Revelation 2:10

These are stephanos
(victor's) crowns,
rather than diadem
crowns (picturing a
position of royalty)



[image: image31.png]Revelation 4:9-11

And when the living creatures give glory

and honor and thanks to Him who sits on

the throne, to Him who lives forever and ever,
10 the twenty-four elders will fall down before
Him who sits on the throne, and will worship
Him who lives forever and ever, and will cast
their crowns before the throne, saying,

11 "Worthy are You, our Lord and our God,
to receive glory and honor and power; for
You created all things, and because of
Your will they existed, and were created.”
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