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Therefore thus says the Lord God,

"Behold, | am laying in Zion a stone, a tested
stone, a costly cornerstone for the foundation,

firmly placed. He who believes in it will not be
disturbed.”
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about the difficulties is about the evils of
to come upon Israel the people of Israel

& followed by the & the judgments to
restoration of Israel, come upon them &
ending with the what God will do to
worship of the set things right
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[image: image3.png]Portions of Isaiah 28
were written as if for little kids

* Some chapters * Isaiah 28:9-13
in the Bible are comes across as
written with Hebrew an adult message,
letters as a long through a collection
acrostic, as if for of ancient Jewish
memorizing the nursery rhymes!
Hebrew alphabet, . |t's aimost as if the
such as Psalm 111, Lord were saying’
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Therefore thus says the Lord God,

"Behold, | am laying in Zion a stone, a tested
stone, a costly cornerstone for the foundation,

firmly placed. He who believes in it will not be
disturbed.”

In contrast to the faithless, uncertain ways
in which many of the people of Israel were
choosing to deal with the threats about them,

when they should have been simply trusting
& obeying God, God says what He will do in
order to bring about an assured outcome
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Therefore thus says the Lord God,

"Behold, | am laying in Zion a stone, a tested
stone, a costly cornerstone for the foundation,
firmly placed. He who believes in it will not be
disturbed.”

+ These three words for “stone” are translated
from different Hebrew words, each one having
critical differences in shades of meaning, as
we will soon see
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Therefore thus says the Lord God,

"Behold, | am laying in Zion a stone, a tested

stone, a costly cornerstone for the foundation,
firmly placed. He who believes in it will not be
disturbed.”

This verse is Isaiah’s words spoken from God
Himself; God will use a metaphor, “a stone”,
to get across to the people of Isaiah’s day &
afterward what He is doing: revealing God'’s
eternally pivotal & gracious plan for history yet
to pass, & for a future extending beyond the
time of human habitation of this present earth
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Therefore+ thus says the Lord God,

"Behold, | am laying in Zion a stone, a tested

stone, a costly cornerstone for the foundation,
firmly placed. He who believes in it will not be
disturbed.”

+ Therefore: In view of all of the things
previously mentioned, the Lord is about to

lay out His plan; it's a long-term plan — eternal,
in fact; it is not just a capricious whim, but a
logical approach, developed by the God who
has no limits to His knowledge or His love
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Therefore thus says the Lord God+,

"Behold, | am laying in Zion a stone, a tested

stone, a costly cornerstone for the foundation,
firmly placed. He who believes in it will not be
disturbed.”

+ This is a phrase that goes beyond just the
inspiration of Scripture, as marvelous &
wonderful as that is (2 Timothy 3:16,17; 2
Peter 1:21); these words are even more
special in that they are spoken from God
Himself, & they therefore carry a cosmically
important message with unparalleled authority
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Therefore thus says the Lord God,

"Behold+, | am laying in Zion a stone, a tested
stone, a costly cornerstone for the foundation,
firmly placed. He who believes in it will not be
disturbed.”

+ Behold: This is a word we don't want to
ignore; Isaiah writes this when he is about

to reveal something hugely, even eternally
significant & momentous; we saw this before
in Isaiah 7:14, “Therefore the Lord Himself will
give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with
child and bear a son, and she will call His
name Immanuel [= God with us].”
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Therefore thus says the Lord God,

"Behold+, | am laying in Zion a stone, a tested
stone, a costly cornerstone for the foundation,
firmly placed. He who believes in it will not be
disturbed.”

+ Behold: The metaphor we've used before
with this word, in modern vernacular, is “Stop
and take a mental picture — you'll want to
remember this one!”
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Therefore thus says the Lord God,

"Behold, | am laying+ in Zion a stone, a tested
stone, a costly cornerstone for the foundation,
firmly placed. He who believes in it will not be
disturbed.”

+ | am laying: Though the rest of this sentence
will be about this special “stone”, it is not
incidental that God starts with “I am laying”;
we humans would do well to recognize that
when it comes to dealing with the human
condition, it is God who takes the initiative &
He who takes action; He is the Savior —not us!
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Therefore thus says the Lord God,

"Behold, | am laying+ in Zion a stone, a tested
stone, a costly cornerstone for the foundation,
firmly placed. He who believes in it will not be
disturbed.”

+ | am laying: In the Greek Old Testament,
this is stated as an emphatic: “| am laying...”;
this puts the focus on God as the One who
takes initiative & lays out the plans & takes
action in what is about to follow in the rest of
this verse
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Therefore thus says the Lord God,

"Behold, | am laying in Zion+ a stone, a tested
stone, a costly cornerstone for the foundation,
firmly placed. He who believes in it will not be
disturbed.”

+ in Zion: Zion is the name of the hill (but
often called “Mount Zion”) in southern
Jerusalem; it is often used in Scripture as a
synonym for Jerusalem, as it is here, with
Jerusalem as the very heart of the land
given by God to the people of Israel
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* To a godly Jew * To the believer in
in biblical times, & Christ now, when
in the 1000 year the Church is the
earthly reign of designated body of
Christ in the time saints, the principal
to come, Jerusalem place of the heart is
was & will be the in the heavenlies,
principal place of seated with Christ
the heart (Psalm (Ephesians 2:6;

137) Colossians 3:1-4)
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Therefore thus says the Lord God,

"Behold, | am laying in Zion a stone+, a tested
stone, a costly cornerstone for the foundation,
firmly placed. He who believes in it will not be
disturbed."

+ a stone: These two small words are the
center of significance in this exceedingly
important verse; this stone, as we will see,

is Jesus Christ, the Messiah of Israel; so far,
we have been told who is laying the stone
(God Himself), & where it is being laid (Zion,
a synonym for Jerusalem, the heart of Israel)
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referring to Christ as a stone

Psalm 118:22 e Luke 20:17

Isaiah 28:16 4 Acts 4:11

Zechariah 3:9; 10:4 Romans 9:33; 10:11
Matthew 21:42 Ephesians 2:20
Mark 12:10 1 Peter 2:6-8

We studied this passage two years ago,

along with Colossians 1:23, which speaks
of being “firmly established”, as a foundation
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Therefore thus says the Lord God,

"Behold, | am laying in Zion a stone, a tested
stone+, a costly cornerstone for the foundation,
firmly placed. He who believes in it will not be
disturbed.”

+ a tested stone: Now why must this stone be
tested? Why is that so important? And what
does that mean? What we will soon see is that
this isn't some generic rock that the Lord is
talking about, but a principal foundation stone;
such stones were selected very carefully &
shaped to within a tight tolerance by highly
skilled craftsmen
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« In biblical times, ¢ The building area
especially in the for a temple was
middle to later often selected with
portion of Old the input of or even
Testament times led by priests — as a
into New Testament very pivotal spiritual
times, foundations decision, impacting
for temples were the future of all
located & designed those involved then,

very, very carefully & also later in time
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¢ The foundation « Since every other
was set in place stone would be
& oriented by the oriented from the
foundation’s chief cornerstone, a
cornerstone, from great deal of care

which the rest of the & attention was
foundation stones & focused upon the
thus the entire selection, shaping,
building would & placement of that
be oriented chief cornerstone



[image: image20.png]Of foundations & temples (3)

* So while in modern
buildings there is
usually ceremony
& celebration at the
first shovel full of
dirt, in biblical times,
the public's & the
builder’s focus was
upon the setting of
the cornerstone
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Therefore thus says the Lord God,

"Behold, | am laying in Zion a stone, a tested
stone, a costly cornerstone for the foundation+,
firmly placed. He who believes in it will not be
disturbed.”

+ The cornerstone for the foundation of a
major structure would indeed be quite costly:
carefully selected (no material defects), also
carefully shaped, to be square & of the proper
dimensions, & laid with attending ceremony,
with dignitaries present, & a time capsule
appropriate for the time of the structure
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Therefore thus says the Lord God,

"Behold, | am laying in Zion a stone, a tested
stone, a costly cornerstone for the foundation,
firmly placed+. He who believes in it will not
be disturbed.”

+ firmly placed: The foundation stone could
not rock about, be set so as to crack it from
the pressure to be placed on it, shift in any
way, or be set on uncompacted soil, so as to
settle later; its firm placement was of utmost
importance to the stability & soundness of the
building; it was worth the investment of time
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Therefore thus says the Lord God,

"Behold, | am laying in Zion a stone, a tested
stone, a costly cornerstone for the foundation,
firmly placed. He who believes+ in it will not
be disturbed.”

+ He who believes: How do you get to be a
part of this God-designed building for which
Christ Himself is the chief cornerstone? There
is only one way. Period. Believe. And that is
personal: only the one who believes
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* Any part of the ¢ The “belief” that
building sitting on Isaiah is referring
top of the building’'s to is a belief that
foundation is relying depends ultimately

on that foundation upon what God has
for ultimate support done in Christ, &

« That's the kind of as with a building’s
“pelief’ that Isaiah chief cornerstone,
is talking about in firmly relies on the

this passage character of Christ
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Therefore thus says the Lord God,

"Behold, | am laying in Zion a stone, a tested
stone, a costly cornerstone for the foundation,
firmly placed. He who believes in it+ will not
be disturbed.”

+ in it: In English, these are a couple of small
words; but the spiritual magnitude of these
words is unparalleled; a person must trust

in Christ the chief cornerstone to be saved
eternally from the penailty of sin, & we who
have done so at the outset are called to trust
Him daily to be saved from the power of sin
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Therefore thus says the Lord God,

"Behold, | am laying in Zion a stone, a tested

stone, a costly cornerstone for the foundation,
firmly placed. He who believes in it will not be
disturbed+. "

+ will not be disturbed: The KJV has this as
“not make haste” which carries across the
literal understanding of the Hebrew; what
Isaiah is conveying here is that the one who
believes will not move through life in a way
that is frenzied & harried, reflecting a heart not
at peace; in effect, what Isaiah is writing is...



[image: image27.png]Isaiah 26:3-4

"The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect
peace, because he trusts in You. 4 Trust in
the Lord forever, for in God the Lord, we have
an everlasting Rock.”
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So then you are no longer strangers and
aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the
saints, and are of God's household, 20 having
been built on the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the
corner stone, 21 in whom the whole building,
being fitted together, is growing into a holy
temple in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are
being built together into a dwelling of God in
the Spirit.
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built on the
foundation...”

« Jesus Christ is the
cornerstone — the
first one set in place
& from which all the
rest of the foundation
stones & the rest of
the building would
be built — & without
which nothing would
be built!
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Christ as the foundation stone

¢ God is the one who « Christ is the

set Christ as the foundation stone
chief cornerstone for the saved of
(Psalm 118:23; all three people
Isaiah 28:16) groups: Gentiles

+ There will be those & Jews as earthly
who reject Him & ethnic groups
stumble over Him (Isaiah 19:23-24;
(Psalm 118:22; 28:16) & the Church

1 Peter 2:7,8) (Ephesians 2:18-22)
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Therefore thus says the Lord God,

"Behold, | am laying in Zion a stone, a tested
stone, a costly cornerstone for the foundation,
firmly placed. He who believes in it will not be
disturbed."

Who is the one speaking in this verse?

Who is the one who initiates
the “spiritual construction” in this verse?

What is the one valid response
that this verse says that you & | can have?
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¢ Just like this verse, +« What He has

spoken from God revealed in His
Himself, God has inspired written
very intentionally word are the
revealed Himself in spiritual facts
General Revelation + Our one valid
& also in Special response is to
Revelation to all believe Him in

human beings what is written
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God’s revelations to mankind

God is revealed by

Scripture

nature

Psalm 19:1-6
Romans 1:18-20

providence (guidance)

Matthew 5:44-45
Acts 14:15-17,17:24-28a

conscience

Scripture

Romans 2:14,15

2 Timothy 3:16,17
2 Peter 1:21

Jesus Christ

2 Corinthians 4:4
Colossians 1:15




[image: image34.png]About how we were saved

 Like we saw in « Christ, in His being
Isaiah 28:16, God tested, in His being
is the One who has set in place as the

taken the initiative cornerstone, laid

to act for our benefit down His life — that
- God, in taking the is the spiritual fact

initiative for our * The only question,

benefit, laid down just like we saw in

Christ as the in Isaiah 28:16, is —

cornerstone do you believe it?



[image: image35.png]“Now | make known to you, brethren, the
gospel which | preached to you... by which
also you are saved... For | delivered to you

as of first importance what | also received that

Christ died for our sins according to the
Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that
He was raised on the third day according to

the Scriptures... and so you believed.”

-The Gospel, from 1 Corinthians 15:1-11



[image: image36.png]About how we live now

* We are told in the ¢ These passages

New Testament are not just so much
epistles about spiritual academia &
how we \_Nho irrelevant hypothesis
have believed * They are intended
were identified with to be lived out daily

Christ in His death,
burial, resurrection,
ascension & seating
in the heavenlies

* The only valid
response is again
the big question:
do we believe it?
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