[image: image1.png]Isaiah 30:18-21

Therefore the Lord longs to be gracious to

you, and therefore He waits on high to have
compassion on you. For the Lord is a God of
justice; how blessed are all those who long for
Him. 19 O people in Zion, inhabitant in Jerusalem,
you will weep no longer. He will surely be
gracious to you at the sound of your cry; when
He hears it, He will answer you. 20 Although the
Lord has given you bread of privation and water
of oppression, He, your Teacher will no longer
hide Himself, but your eyes will behold your
Teacher. 21 Your ears will hear a word

behind you, "This is the way, walk in it,"
whenever you turn to the right or to the left.



[image: image2.png]Listening to Isaiah chapter 30

¢ In summary, Isaiah  * The people of Judah
chapter 30 warns were told that Egypt
the people of Judah would fail them, &
not to turn to Egypt that Assyria would

for protection (in get its due

view of the ominous .« Judah would suffer
threat of an attack for not trusting in

by Assyria) but to the Lord's protection,
turn to the Lord for but a time of hope is

protection instead! coming (18-21)



[image: image3.png]Interesting things in Isaiah chapter 30

* |saiah 30:6 lists ¢ In verse 8, Isaiah is
several animals, told: “Now go, write
the first four, wild it on a tablet before
& the last two, them and inscribe it
beasts of burden: on a scroll, that it

« lioness & lion may serve in the

« viper & flying serpent time to come as a

witness forever.”

« Isaiah certainly did
precisely that!

young donkeys
camels' humps



[image: image4.png]What's this about a flying serpent?

¢ The NAS translates « As Isaiah was

the Hebrew words writing verse 6 as
seraph oof as a Hebrew Poetry
“flying serpent” & Pattern, using pairs
the KJV as “fiery of near synonyms,
flying serpent”, the seraph oof was
but the NIV as intended to be like
“darting snakes” a poison viper or
adder - likely a

poisonous cobra



[image: image5.png]As we’re going through verses 18-21

* These four verses
will reveal aspects
of God's character,
who doesn'’t change

« But they will also
reveal the nature of
God'’s blessings for
Israel — if they will
trust & obey Him
(Deuteronomy 28)

So as we proceed
through Isaiah 30,
we will see what
Isaiah reveals about
God's character

We will also see
how those of us
in the Church are

blessed differently
than those in Israel



[image: image6.png]Gentiles
(Earthly ethnic distinction)

(Earthly ethrjic distinction)

This morning’s passage
looks to a time when all
three groups will focus
upon Christ

Chureh

(Heavenly people)



[image: image7.png]Israel, the Church & God's Will

¢ Isaiah 30:18-21 are
about Israel during
the reign of Christ
upon the earth

* Verse 21 tells how
the people of Israel
will know God's will
in those days when
they will see their
Messiah face to face

* We will take a look

at how we who
believe, who are

in the Church, can
know God's will in
these present days,
until the blessed
day when we will
see our Lord face
to face (1 John 3:2)
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[image: image10.png]Isaiah chapter 30 timeline

Millennial
Kingdom

lsaiah 1% 2nd New
Coming Coming | Heavens

& New

7 year global Isaiah Earth

Tribulation period 30:18-21
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Therefore the Lord longs to be gracious to

you, and therefore He waits on high to have
compassion on you. For the Lord is a God of
justice; how blessed are all those who long for
Him. 19 O people in Zion, inhabitant in Jerusalem,
you will weep no longer. He will surely be
gracious to you at the sound of your cry; when
He hears it, He will answer you. 20 Although the
Lord has given you bread of privation and water
of oppression, He, your Teacher will no longer
hide Himself, but your eyes will behold your
Teacher. 21 Your ears will hear a word

behind you, "This is the way, walk in it,"
whenever you turn to the right or to the left.
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Therefore the Lord longs to be gracious to
you+, and therefore He waits on high to have
compassion on you. For the Lord is a God of
justice; how blessed are all those who long for
Him.

+ This portion of verse 18 tells about God's
inherently gracious character; Psalm 111:4
says to Israel, “The Lord is gracious and
compassionate.” (see Psalm 112:4 & Joel 2:13);
but Israel’s blessings are conditional, so the
Lord’'s expression of that grace depends upon
Israel's looking to God first: Psalm 123:2b-3a,
“So our eyes look to the Lord our God, until He
is gracious to us. 3 Be gracious to us, O Lord,
be gracious to us...”




[image: image13.png]Ephesians 1:7-8a

In Him we have redemption through His blood,
the forgiveness of our trespasses, according

to the riches of His grace 8 which He lavished
on us.

God'’s grace is infinite & He is the source of all
grace; God was not the least bit skimpy in His
outpouring of that grace toward us “in Him”;
the words translated “lavished” (KJV: “He
hath abounded”) conveys “overflowing”, &
“with great abundance”; that outpouring of
unfathomably abundant grace is just a start...



[image: image14.png]Ephesians 2:4-10

But God, being rich in mercy, because of His
great love with which He loved us, 5 even
when we were dead in our transgressions,
made us alive together with Christ (by grace
you have been saved), 6 and raised us up
with Him, and seated us with Him in the
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that

in the ages to come He might show the
#surpassing riches of His grace in kindness
oward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you

have been saved through faith; and that not
of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as
a result of works, so that no one may boast.
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Therefore the Lord longs to be gracious to
you, and therefore He waits on high to have

compassion on you.+ For the Lord is a God of
justice; how blessed are all those who long for
Him.

+ Consistent with God’s conditional blessings
upon Israel, Israel must first come to the Lord,
& though the Lord is eager to show Israel
compassion, Israel must make the first move
(which is conveyed to Israel by Christ, in the
Sermon on the Mount: Matthew 6:14,15);

but for us in the Church, Scripture paints

a very different picture...



[image: image16.png]Colossians 3:12-13

So, as those who have been chosen of God,
holy and beloved, put on a heart of
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness
and patience; 13 bearing with one another,
and forgiving each other, whoever has a
complaint against anyone; just as the Lord
forgave you, so also should you +.

+ Compare Ephesians 4:32; for us in the
Church, God takes the initiative, & forgives
first — before we even are asked to do
anything; the call for us to forgive (have
compassion, etc.) is on the basis of His having
already forgiven us! It is not on the basis of
“if” you do this or don't do that!
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Therefore the Lord longs to be gracious to
you, and therefore He waits on high+ to have
compassion on you. For the Lord is a God of
justice; how blessed are all those who long for
Him.

+ This brief set of words sets Israel's position
quite apart from ours in the Church; whereas
God waits on high for Israel to come to Him

in order to have compassion on Israel, those

in the Church have already been placed “in
Christ”, having been identified with Christ in His
death, burial, resurrection, ascension & seating;
we have been seated with Christ, there in the
heavenlies, able to enjoy His very presence
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Therefore the Lord longs to be gracious to
you, and therefore He waits on high to have
compassion on you. For the Lord is a God of
justice+; how blessed are all those who long
for Him.

+ God is ever a just God; when all is said &
done, God's justice will ultimately prevail; this
present universe will not pass before every
single issue of justice has been dealt with fully!
Nothing overlooked, no shrugging of shoulders!
Every injustice great or small will have been
addressed, either on the cross, on earth, or at
the final judgment, but nothing will get past Him
who knows all & has power for every justice!
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Therefore the Lord longs to be gracious to
you, and therefore He waits on high to have
compassion on you. For the Lord is a God of
justice; how blessed are all those who long for
Him+.

+ The Hebrew word translated “long” here is
literally “wait” (per KJV); the view that Israel is
to have is expressed is in Lamentations 3:25-26,
“The Lord is good to those who wait for Him, to
the person who seeks Him. 26 It is good that

he waits silently for the salvation of the Lord.”;
but for the Church there is a different sequence
& location of blessing & longing...



[image: image22.png]Ephesians 1:3-4
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in
Christ,

Philippians 3:20-21
For our citizenship is in heaven, from which
also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ; 21 who will transform the body
of our humble state into conformity with the
body of His glory, by the exertion of the power
that He has even to subject all things to
Himself.
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O people in Zion, inhabitant in Jerusalem, you
will weep no longer. He will surely be gracious
to you at the sound of your cry; when He hears
it, He will answer you.

+ For the godly Jew of Isaiah’s day (& those

of the seven year Tribulation period to come),
Jerusalem was their heart's home — it wasn't
just a place to live & have citizenship, but was
the place to live & have citizenship! This was
answered in part, for a time, at pivotal moments
in Israel's history (we will read of one of those
times in Isaiah 37), but will ultimately have its
true fulfillment only when Christ reigns upon
the earth for 1000 years (Revelation 20:1-6)
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Although the Lord has given you bread of
privation and water of oppression, He, your
Teacher will no longer hide Himself, but your
eyes will behold your Teacher.

If we set this verse to view
the Hebrew Poetry Patterns:

Although the Lord has given you

bread of privation and | | Prisoner food!
water of oppression, 1 Kings 22:27

He, your Teacher will no longer hide Himself,
but
your eyes will behold your Teacher.



[image: image25.png]Deuteronomy 4:30-31,40

"When you are in distress [Hebrew: tsar;
translated “privation” in Isaiah 30:20; KJV:
“adversity”] and all these things have come
upon you, in the latter days you will return to
the Lord your God and listen to His voice. 31
"For the Lord your God is a compassionate God;
He will not fail you nor destroy you nor forget
the covenant with your fathers which He swore
to them...So you shall keep His statutes and
His commandments which | am giving you
today, that it may go well with you and with
your children after you, and that you may live
long on the land which the Lord your God is
giving you for all time."
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Although the Lord has given you bread of
privation and water of oppression, He, your
Teacher will no longer hide Himself, but your
evyes will behold your Teacher.

+ This is the only place in the Old Testament
where God is said to be Israel's teacher ("Your
Teacher”); in Job 36:22, it is written, “Behold,
God is exalted in His power; who is a teacher
like Him?”; this verse says that in the coming
time of the reign of Christ, the godly people of
Israel will actually see God, their Teacher, who
will be in the person of Jesus Christ, the long-
awaited Messiah (compare Job's anticipation of
seeing Him as a resurrected saint in 19:25-27)



[image: image29.png]Zechariah 14:3-5,9a

Then the Lord will go forth and fight against
those nations [that oppose Israel at the end of
the Tribulation period], as when He fights on a
day of battle. 4 In that day His feet will stand on
the Mount of Olives+, which is in front of
Jerusalem on the east... Then the Lord, my God,
will come, and all the holy ones with Him!... And
the Lord will be king over all the earth...

Acts 1:11-12a

They also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you
stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in
just the same way as you have watched Him go
into heaven."12Then they returned to Jerusalem
from the mount called Olivet...
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Although the Lord has given you bread of
privation and water of oppression, He, your
Teacher+ will no longer hide Himself, but your
eyes will behold your Teacher+.

+ OK, so the Lord is Israel's Teacher, teaching
Israel the things they need to know, but what
about us — in the Church, right now? What role
in teaching does the Lord have among us, who
have placed our faith in Christ for salvation?
Does the Lord teach us, or how does that work?



[image: image31.png]Remember Ephesians 4:20-24?

But you did not learn Christ in this way, 21 if
indeed you have heard Him and have been
taught in Him, just as truth is in Jesus, 22 that,
in reference to your former manner of life, you
lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted
in accordance with the lusts of deceit, 23 and
that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind,
24 and put on the new self, which in the
likeness of God has been created in
righteousness and holiness of the truth.
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But you did not learn Christ in this way,
21 if indeed you have heard Him and have
been taught in Him, just as truth is in Jesus,

* Paul is quite aware of the level of spiritual
understanding of these saints, having spent
three years with them (Acts 20:31)

* The words “learn” & “heard” are written with
directness between the believer & Christ

* The words “taught” & “truth” are both “in”;
being taught truth as one seated with Him



[image: image33.png]Ephesians 4:20-21

But you did not learn+ Christ in this way,
21 if indeed you have heard Him and have
been taught in Him, just as truth is in Jesus,

+ learn: manthand; to learn, as deep knowledge

* This is the verb from which comes mathetes
(disciple) — Paul could write to these believers
as personal disciples of Christ in the Church

* The twelve disciples walked with Jesus Christ
personally as disciples in the Jewish sense,
but in the Church we are to behold Him & so
grow from glory to glory (2 Corinthians 3:18)



[image: image34.png]About the word “disciple”

« The word “disciple”
or “disciples”
(mathetes) is used
269 times in the
four gospels & in
Acts, & is used of
both disciples in
the Jewish sense
& for Church saints
(such as when Paul
spoke in Acts 20:30)

¢ In the epistles
“disciple” does not
occur even once,
but the associated
verb manthand is
used in the epistles
18 times - 16 by Paul

e A number of Paul’s
uses of the verb
manthané are
“as a disciple”



[image: image35.png]About the word “disciple”

« In Jewish usage, e Paul is revealing
“disciple” typically God’s intention in
meant that one Ephesians 4:20-21
followed a man « Christ is the one

» Church saints can from whom we are
& do mistakenly to learn & be taught
practice the same - Anyone else is at
thing & follow besta vessel gifted to
another person the Church by Christ

(1 Corinthians 1:12) (Ephesians 4:11)
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But you did not learn Christ in this way,
21 if indeed you have heard Him and have
been taught in Him, just as truth is in Jesus,

* Both of the verbs translated “learn” & “ heard”
are in the active voice, so the believers did
not passively learn & hear, but actively did so

* Their being taught, however, was in the
passive voice, since the believers were being
taught by another gifted person who was
gifted to the Church (Ephesians 4:11)



[image: image38.png]So should we pursue a Ch.D.?

* Being Ch.rist’s  Learning of Christ,
D.isciple, learning being filled with the
of Him, is a process word of Christ, is not
in which the Holy apart from intimate

Spirit is instrumental  fellowship with Christ
(Ephesians 5:18 & . And, being filled with

Colossians 3:16) the word of Christ

« It is most certainly expresses itself in
not intended to be our local Church body
just academic & & in our daily lives

intellectual! (Colossians 3:16)



[image: image39.png]Christ gifts us people who equip

« Christ gifts to us ¢ The things that we
people to help us learn are not simply
learn & so be to be or remain as
spiritually equipped just enhancements
(Ephesians 4:11-13)  for our “gray matter”

« But our spiritual « QOur biblical learning,
focus & ultimate if it is to be of value,
source of learning is is ultimately all about
to be Christ Himself: personal relationship
us beholding Him with Jesus Christ
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Although the Lord has given you bread of
privation and water of oppression, He, your
Teacher will no longer hide Himself, but your
eyes will behold your Teacher+.

+ During the 1000 year reign of Christ on the
earth, from Jerusalem, the people of Israel will
indeed behold the Lord Jesus Christ, their King
& Messiah; we who are in the Church will return
with Christ (Revelation 19:14,19; 20:4,6), in our
resurrected bodies like His, being always with
the Lord (1 Thessalonians 4:17), & will behold
Him then as well, but we will have a different
relationship with Him than those of Israel; but
until we see Him face to face (1 John 3:2), we'll...



[image: image41.png]We behold the Lord even now
2 Corinthians 3:18

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a
mirror [God’'s word: James 1:23] the glory of the
Lord, are being transformed into the same image
from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

Hebrew 12:1-2

Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of
witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside
every encumbrance and the sin which so easily
entangles us, and let us run with endurance the
race that is set before us, 2 fixing our eves on
Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who

for the joy set before Him endured the cross
despising the shame, and has sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God. [Ephesians 2:6]




[image: image42.png]Remember Philippians 3:14
expanded & explained?

| am right now continuing to press on without
hesitation or letup, looking with constant
attention toward the person of Christ for the
prize of the upward call of God in the
heavenlies, when this life is completed at His
declaration, which upward call to me as the
victor | have by reason of my being in Christ
Jesus, which will bring me to a place of being
rewarded by Christ and being fully conformed
to Him — only at that victorious moment will my
condition be permanently conformed to the
eternal position | already have in Christ.
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Your ears will hear a word behind you, "This is
the way, walk in it," whenever you turn to the
right or to the left.

+ This verse is speaking about the explicit moral
guidance that the Lord will provide to the people
of Israel in the time of the reign of Jesus Christ,
their Messiah, upon the earth; this fits with what
Jeremiah wrote in 31:33, "But this is the covenant
which | will make with the house of Israel after
those days,"” declares the LORD, "I will put My
law within them and on their heart | will write it;
and | will be their God, and they shall be My
people.“; Christian believers now, however,
should expect something very different...
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[image: image46.png]Israel's blessings per Deuteronomy 28:1-3,14

Now it shall be, if you diligently obey the
LORD your God, being careful to do all His
commandments which | command you today,
the LORD your God will set you high above all
the nations of the earth. 2 All these blessings
will come upon you and overtake you if you
obey the LORD your God: 3 Blessed shall you
be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the
country... 14 and do not turn aside from any
of the words which | command you today, to
the right or to the left, to go after other gods to

serve them.



[image: image47.png]The “Big Picture” on God’s will

* God’s sovereign will is fixed
& irreversible, & includes
your position in Him

» God’s moral will is revealed
in Scripture & is intended to
be lived by the life of Christ

» God's individual will
consists mostly of learning
to make wise decisions,
with godly wisdom rather
than worldly wisdom



[image: image48.png]God reveals His sovereign
will to us through Scripture

* God reveals His * Words are pressed
sovereign will to us to their limits to
through Scripture convey the totally
because He loves awesome blessings
us (inexplicably)! we have in Christ in

the heavenlies, that

 His sovereign will is are a part of God’s

those things that are fixed, unchangeable

firmly set in place & sovereign will, fitting
will not be changed & in keeping with

or thwarted at all His eternal purpose



[image: image49.png]God reveals His moral will
to us through Scripture

¢ God has revealed
His moral will to us
through Scripture

¢ For the Church, He
has done so not as
a “Christian Law”
for us to do in our
own strength &
human sufficiency
(Ephesians 3:20,21;
Philippians 4:13)

¢ The moral imperatives
of the New Testament
epistles, written to &
for the Church, are
descriptions of what
the life of Christ looks

like when lived out
through each of us

* They are the logical
outworking of our
position in Christ



[image: image50.png]God reveals His individual will
for our lives through Scripture

* Given therevealed <« God is not wanting

sovereign will of us to play some
God, fixed in place cosmic guessing
by Him & the moral game about which
will of God, to be fork in the road is
lived out by Christ's “the golden path” —
life in us, God's as if God had some
individual will is the “blessed” sequence

application of godly of mystically divined
wisdom to our lives earthly choices



[image: image51.png]So what does God want?

« It is not a matter of « God'’s intent is that

saying, “What do | we are occupied
have to do to get with Christ, actively
God off my back?” walking daily by

or even “What are faith in Him, which
the magical keys | is dependence upon
need to get God to who He is & resting
bless me in this life inwhowearein Him
—toactually be on  « Nothing about

that hassle-free God's individual will

path to heaven?” distracts from that



[image: image52.png]Knowing Christ in Philippians 3:7-11

But whatever things were gain to me, those
things | have counted as loss for the sake of
Christ. 8 More than that, | count all things to be
loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom | have suffered
the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish
so that | may gain Christ, 9 and may be found in
Him, not having a righteousness of my own
derived from the Law, but that which is through
faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes
from God on the basis of faith, 10 that | may
know Him and the power of His resurrection
and the fellowship of His sufferings, being
conformed to His death; 11 in order that | may
attain to the resurrection from the dead.
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