[image: image1.png]Isaiah 37:14-20
Then Hezekiah took the letter from the hand of the

messengers and read i
of the Lord and spread
Hezekiah prayed to the
hosts, the God of Israe

, and
it out

, who

he went up to the house

before the Lord. 15
Lord saying, 16 "O Lord of

is enthroned above the

cherubim, You are the God, You alone, of all the
kingdoms of the earth. You have made heaven and

earth. 17 Incline Your e
Your eyes, O Lord, and
of Sennacherib, who se
God. 18 Truly, O Lord,
devastated all the coun

have cast their gods into the

ar, O
nt the

ries a

Lord, and hear; open

see; and listen to all the words

m to reproach the living

he kings of Assyria have

nd their lands, 19 and
ire, for they were not

gods but the work of men's hands, wood and stone.

So they have destroyed

God, deliver us from his hand

them

. 20 Now, O Lord our

the earth may know tha

You

that all the kingdoms of
alone, Lord, are God."



[image: image2.png]Isaiah 37:1-2

And when King Hezekiah heard it, he tore his

clothes, covered himself with sackcloth and

entered the house of the Lord+. 2 Then he sent

Eliakim who was over the household with Shebna

the scribe and the elders of the priests, covered

vAvith sackcloth, to Isaiah the prophet, the son of
moz.

+ In verse 14 Isaiah would record more about
what Hezekiah did & said as he went to the house
of the Lord; tearing one’s clothes & putting on
sackcloth was a Jewish expression of mourning
(Genesis 37:34; 2 Samuel 1:11;13:31; Esther
4:1),a practice that continued into New
Testament times (as Paul & Barnabas

did in Acts 14:14)
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And when King Hezekiah heard it, he tore his
clothes, covered himself with sackcloth and
entered the house of the Lord. 2 Then he sent
Eliakim who was over the household with Shebna
the scribe and the elders of the priests, covered

with sackcloth, to Isaiah the prophet, the son of
Amoz+.

+ Eliakim, Shebna & the senior priests were sent
in sackcloth to see Isaiah the prophet; Hezekiah
would not have felt it necessary to see Isaiah
personally, since the priority was to have both
himself & Isaiah pray (James 5:16)
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They said to him, "Thus says Hezekiah, 'This
day is a day of distress, rebuke and rejection;
for children have come to birth, and there is no
strength to deliver+. 4 Perhaps the Lord your God
will hear the words of Rabshakeh, whom his
master the king of Assyria has sent to reproach
the living God, and will rebuke the words which
the Lord your God has heard. Therefore, offer a
prayer for the remnant that is left.™

+ “...children have come to birth, and there is no
strength to deliver.”, is an expression that means
“really bad news for everybody” (at a time when
they did not perform Caesareans, both mother &
child were likely to be lost)
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They said to him, "Thus says Hezekiah, 'This
day is a day of distress, rebuke and rejection;
for children have come to birth, and there is no
strength to deliver. 4 Perhaps the Lord your God
will hear the words of Rabshakeh, whom his
master the king of Assyria has sent to reproach
the living God, and will rebuke the words which
the Lord your God has heard+. Therefore, offer
a prayer for the remnant that is left.™

+ They are wanting Isaiah to pray for God
to move in retribution against Rabshekah'’s
blasphemy — making God to be no different
than all the other pagan idols; Hezekiah's
message is respectful of Isaiah, & is not
presumptuous of what God must or will do
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They said to him, "Thus says Hezekiah, 'This
day is a day of distress, rebuke and rejection;
for children have come to birth, and there is no
strength to deliver. 4 Perhaps the Lord your God
will hear the words+ of Rabshakeh, whom his
master the king of Assyria has sent to reproach
the living God, and will rebuke the words which
the Lord your God has heard+. Therefore, offer
a prayer for the remnant that is left.™

+ “Perhaps the Lord your God will hear the
words... the words which the Lord your God
has heard”; the 1%tis a Hebrew expression that
means “to hear so as to take action” & the 2
a recognition that God does hear everything
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They said to him, "Thus says Hezekiah, 'This
day is a day of distress, rebuke and rejection;
for children have come to birth, and there is no
strength to deliver. 4 Perhaps the Lord your God
will hear the words of Rabshakeh, whom his
master the king of Assyria has sent to reproach
the living God, and will rebuke the words which
the Lord your God has heard. Therefore, offera
prayer for the remnant that is left+."

+ There had already been loss of life, & many

in Judah had been taken away by the Assyrians;
so Hezekiah requested that Isaiah pray on
behalf of those remaining in Judah; Isaiah has
presented before & will write again about “the
remnant” of the people of Israel
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So the servants of King Hezekiah came to
Isaiah. 6 Isaiah said to them, "Thus you shall
say to your master, "Thus says the Lord+, "Do
not be afraid because of the words that you
have heard, with which the servants of the
king of Assyria have blasphemed Me. 7 Behold,
I will put a spirit in him so that he will hear a
rumor and return to his own land. And | will
make him fall by the sword in his own land.™

+ Isaiah did as Old Testament prophets often
did, speaking with authority & conveying the
very words of God, “Thus says the Lord...”
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So the servants of King Hezekiah came to
Isaiah. 6 Isaiah said to them, "Thus you shall
say to your master, "Thus says the Lord, "Do
not be afraid because of the words that you
have heard+, with which the servants of the
king of Assyria have blasphemed Me. 7 Behold,
I will put a spirit in him so that he will hear a
rumor and return to his own land. And | will
make him fall by the sword in his own land.™

+ Isn't Isaiah telling them what the Lord is often
telling believers? In view of what has already

happened & what has already been said, these
words are simply radical — radically comforting!
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Do not let your heart be troubled; believe+
in God, believe+ also in Me.

+ trust; to trust, believe & have faith are the
same word in the Greek text of the New
Testament from Matthew to Revelation

Philippians 4:6-7
Be anxious for nothing, but in everything
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
let your requests be made known to God. 7
And the peace of God, which surpasses all
comprehension, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus.
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So the servants of King Hezekiah came to
Isaiah. 6 Isaiah said to them, "Thus you shall
say to your master, "Thus says the Lord, "Do
not be afraid because of the words that you
have heard, with which the servants of the

king of Assyria have blasphemed Me+. 7 Behold,
I will put a spirit in him so that he will hear a
rumor and return to his own land. And | will
make him fall by the sword in his own land.™

+ God, speaking through Isaiah acknowledged
that Rabshakeh & those with him had spoken
insolently against Him; in verse 7 God tells them
how He will respond & will judge Sennacherib
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So the servants of King Hezekiah came to
Isaiah. 6 Isaiah said to them, "Thus you shall
say to your master, "Thus says the Lord, "Do
not be afraid because of the words that you
have heard, with which the servants of the
king of Assyria have blasphemed Me. 7 Behold,
I will put a spirit in him so that he will hear a
rumor and return to his own land. And | will
make him fall by the sword in his own land+.

+ Both of Isaiah’s near-term & medium-term
prophecies will be fulfilled — we will see the
details of those fulfillments in part today & then
well cover the rest of the fulfillment next Sunday
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Then Rabshakeh returned and found the king of
Assyria fighting against Libnah, for he had heard
that the king had left Lachish. 9 When he heard

them say concerning Tirhakah king of Cush, "He
has come out to fight against you," and when he
heard it he sent messengers to Hezekiah, saying

+ This is the clue about the fulfillment of the first
part of Isaiah’s prophecy (“the rumor” in verse 7):
‘When he heard them say concerning Tirhakah
king of Cush, "He has come out to fight against
you,"; we have it by Assyrian historical record
that Sennacherib turned back toward home at
this point, but Isaiah records something later in

chapter 37 that shows that it was a good decision
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"Thus you shall say to Hezekiah king of Judah,
'Do not let your God in whom you trust deceive
you, saying, "Jerusalem will not be given into the
hand of the king of Assyria." 11 'Behold, you have
heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all
the lands, destroying them completely. So will
you be spared? 12 'Did the gods of those nations
which my fathers have destroyed deliver them,
even Gozan and Haran and Rezeph and the sons
of Eden who were in Telassar? 13 'Where is the
king of Hamath, the king of Arpad, the king of the
city of Sepharvaim, and of Hena and lvvah?"

+ The letter to Hezekiah is more of the same
basic message: “Don't trust God — you will die”
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Then Hezekiah took the letter from the hand of
the messengers and read it+, and he went up to
the house of the Lord and spread it out before
the Lord. 15 Hezekiah prayed to the Lord
saying, 16 "O Lord of hosts, the God of Israel,
who is enthroned above the cherubim, You are
the God, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the
earth. You have made heaven and earth.

+ The first part of verse 15 is exactly what we
would expect from any king receiving such an
ominous message; it's what happens after
reading the message that becomes pivotal
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Consider it all joy,
my brethren,
you encounter
various trials, 3
knowing that the
testing of your faith
produces endurance.
4 And let endurance
have its perfect
result, so that you
may be perfect and
complete, lacking

in nothing.
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Then Hezekiah took the letter from the hand of
the messengers and read it, and he went up to
the house of the Lord and spread it out before
the Lord.+ 15 Hezekiah prayed to the Lord
saying, 16 "O Lord of hosts, the God of Israel,
who is enthroned above the cherubim, You are
the God, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the
earth. You have made heaven and earth.

+ The last half of verse 14 reiterates a point of
verse 1 (Hezekiah went to the temple), but it is
one of the most important parts of the entire
passage! It's where we take the problem, or
better said “Who” we take the problem to when
we become aware of it that is so critical
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Then Hezekiah took the letter from the hand of
the messengers and read it, and he went up to
the house of the Lord and spread it out before
the Lord. 15 Hezekiah prayed to the Lord+
saying, 16 "O Lord of hosts, the God of Israel,
who is enthroned above the cherubim, You are
the God, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the
earth. You have made heaven and earth.

+ Hezekiah not only came to the Lord, but he
communicated with the Lord about his not so
small problem, as was his privilege, honor &
spiritual duty as the King of Judah, having
stewardship over the nation of Judah; spiritually
speaking, it was the only thing that made sense
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Then Hezekiah took the letter from the hand of
the messengers and read it, and he went up to
the house of the Lord and spread it out before
the Lord. 15 Hezekiah prayed to the Lord
saying, 16 "O Lord of hosts, the God of Israel,
who is enthroned above the cherubim, You are
the God, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the
earth. You have made heaven and earth+.

+ Hezekiah could easily have begun by
enumerating his intense & abundant needs,
but notice what he not only starts with, but
majors in: who God is & what He has done!
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* Hezekiah's prayer « This is not just

should not be “buttering God up”
thought of as some so that He will do
sort of “formula” or what we want
“standard verbiage” . |t js the very place

* Hezekiah rightly we would do well to
began with Who begin in our prayers
God is & what He & our lives & our
has done — which hearts — after all,

is a perfect example  we are “in Christ”
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Then Hezekiah took the letter from the hand of
the messengers and read it, and he went up to
the house of the Lord and spread it out before
the Lord. 15 Hezekiah prayed to the Lord
saying, 16 "O Lord of hosts, the God of Israel,
who is enthroned above the cherubim, You are
the God, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the
earth. You have made heaven and earth+.

+ 1) God is the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel,
enthroned above the cherubim! (Isaiah 6), &

2) God is singularly sovereign over all the
kingdoms of the earth (the Gentiles),

3) God is the Creator of everything (Genesis
1:1), who did not result from the physical world
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Incline Your ear, O Lord, and hear; open Your
eyes, O Lord, and see; and listen to all the words
of Sennacherib, who sent them to reproach the
living God.+ 18 Truly, O Lord, the kings of Assyria
have devastated all the countries and their lands,
19 and have cast their gods into the fire, for they
were not gods but the work of men's hands, wood
and stone. So they have destroyed them. 20
Now, O Lord our God, deliver us from his hand
that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that
You alone, Lord, are God.“

+ Hezekiah uses anthropomorphisms (he uses
human terms to describe God'’s “senses”) to bring
Sennacherib’s blasphemies before the living God



[image: image24.png]Isaiah 37:17-20

Incline Your ear, O Lord, and hear; open Your
eyes, O Lord, and see; and listen to all the words
of Sennacherib, who sent them to reproach the
living God. 18 Truly, O Lord, the kings of Assyria
have devastated all the countries and their lands, +
19 and have cast their gods into the fire, for they
were not gods but the work of men's hands, wood
and stone. So they have destroyed them. 20
Now, O Lord our God, deliver us from his hand
that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that
You alone, Lord, are God.

+ Hezekiah is not denying the letter’s claim that
Assyria has devastated every country they've
come up against, but there is a reason for that...
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Incline Your ear, O Lord, and hear; open Your
eyes, O Lord, and see; and listen to all the words
of Sennacherib, who sent them to reproach the
living God. 18 Truly, O Lord, the kings of Assyria
have devastated all the countries and their lands,
19 and have cast their gods into the fire, for they
were not gods but the work of men's hands, wood
and stone. So they have destroyed them+. 20
Now, O Lord our God, deliver us from his hand
that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that
You alone, Lord, are God.

+ All the idols of the other nations, made of wood
& stone by the hands of human beings, have
been destroyed - every single one of them!
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Incline Your ear, O Lord, and hear; open Your
eyes, O Lord, and see; and listen to all the words
of Sennacherib, who sent them to reproach the
living God. 18 Truly, O Lord, the kings of Assyria
have devastated all the countries and their lands,
19 and have cast their gods into the fire, for they
were not gods but the work of men's hands, wood
and stone. So they have destroyed them. 20
Now, O Lord our God, deliver us from his hand
that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that
You alone, Lord, are God+.

+ Hezekiah appeals to the God of Israel (verse
16) to deliver Judah so that all the Gentiles may
know that only the Lord is God — unlike the others
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Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial;
for once he has been approved, he will
receive the crown of life which the Lord

has promised to those who love Him.

Romans 8:18

For | consider that the sufferings of this present
time are not worthy to be compared with the
glory that is to be revealed in us.
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