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Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent word to
Hezekiah, saying, "Thus says the Lord, the God
of Israel, 'Because you have prayed to Me about
Sennacherib king of Assyria, 22 this is the word
that the Lord has spoken against him:

Hebrew Poetry Pattern:

"She has despised you and mocked you,
the virgin daughter of Zion;

she has shaken her head behind you,
the daughter of Jerusalem!™

Equivalent Hebrew expressions



[image: image2.png]Isaiah 37:23-24

Whom have you reproached and blasphemed?
And against whom have you raised your voice
and haughtily lifted up your eyes? Against the
Holy One of Israel! 24 Through your servants
you have reproached the Lord, and you have
said, 'With my many chariots | came up to the
heights of the mountains, to the remotest parts
of Lebanon; and | cut down its tall cedars and
its choice cypresses. And | will go to its highest
peak, its thickest forest.

+ Assyria was proud of its military might & its
profound cruelties, even bragging about these
in murals & ertlngs on the palace walls, but
Sennacherib’s insolence against the God of
Israel would not be overlooked!
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'l dug wells and drank waters, and with the

sole of my feet | dried up all the rivers of Egypt.'
26 Have you not heard? Long ago | did it, from
ancient times | planned it. Now | have brought it
to pass, that you should turn fortified cities into
ruinous heaps. 27 Therefore their inhabitants
were short of strength, they were dismayed and
put to shame; they were as the vegetation of
the field and as the green herb, as grass on the
housetops is scorched before it is grown up.

+ In the end, Assyria had indeed had its military
accomplishments, because God had brought it
to pass - not because they were so great of
themselves! We see (v. 26) that what happens
to people & nations is no surprise to God!
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Hebrew Poetry Pattern:

But | know God knows all -
your sitting down and including all that
your going out and we do not know,
your coming in and & He is not idle

your raging against Me. about those things

Because of your raging against Me and
because your arrogance has come up to My
ears, therefore

I will put My hook in your nose and
My bridle in your lips, and
I will turn you back by the way which you came.

God is ultimately in control of human affairs
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But | know your sitting down and your going
out and your coming in and your raging against
Me. 29 Because of your raging against Me and
because your arrogance has come up to My
ears, therefore | will put My hook in your nose
and My bridle in your lips, and | will turn you
back by the way which you came.

+ God knows all that is going in the human
realm; we don't pray to inform God, as if God
was unaware of human events, but we pray in
fellowship with Him, because God has seen fit
to have us involved with Him in the outcome for
His eternal purpose, & for us share heart to
heart with Him, & for God to change us in &
through the time of prayer
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"Then this shall be the sign for you+: you will
eat this year what grows of itself, in the second
year what springs from the same, and in the
third year sow, reap, plant vineyards and eat
their fruit. 31 The surviving remnant of the
house of Judah will again take root downward
and bear fruit upward. 32 For out of Jerusalem
will go forth a remnant and out of Mount Zion
survivors. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will
perform this."

+ God, through Isaiah, had given signs before

(Isaiah 7:14; 8:18), & will shortly give even more
signs to verify the truth of each of prophecy; this
is a Jewish pattern (John 2:18; 1 Cor. 1:22), but
we in the Church are to walk by faith (2 Cor. 5:7)
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"Then this shall be the sign for you: you will
eat this year what grows of itself, in the second
year what springs from the same, and in the
third year sow, reap, plant vineyards and eat
their fruit+. 31 The surviving remnant of the
house of Judah will again take root downward
and bear fruit upward. 32 For out of Jerusalem
will go forth a remnant and out of Mount Zion
survivors. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will
perform this.“

+ Why are these things called signs? Aren't
eating & typical agriculture just normal life?
Why would these apparently normal things be
s0 momentous?
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» After a massive * Typically a nation
Assyrian military that even survived
attack, Judah's such a severe
fields, vineyards & attack could expect
orchards would be years of starvation
left severely broken & subsistence living
& abused, even before the crops
worse than what came back to
would result from somewhere near

months of neglect normal production
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» For Hezekiah to hear * So what God was

that his people would
have sufficient food
for the next two years
was great news!

* To hear that the
crops would be back
to normal in only two
years was just plain
miraculous!

offering as a sign,
spoken through
Isaiah, was actually
God'’s blessing on
Judah above what
would normally be
expected after such
an assault as Judah
had experienced
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Now it shall be, if you diligently obey the

Lord your God, being careful to do all His
commandments which | command you today,
the Lord your God will set you high above all
the nations of the earth. 2 All these blessings
will come upon you and overtake you if you
obey the Lord your God:

4 "Blessed shall be the offspring of your
body and the produce of your ground+ and
the offspring of your beasts, the increase of
your herd and the young of your flock.

+ Isaiah 37:30 describes this fulfillment
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Now it shall be, if you diligently obey the

Lord your God, being careful to do all His
commandments which | command you today,
the Lord your God will set you high above all
the nations of the earth. 2 All these blessings
will come upon you and overtake you if you
obey the Lord your God:

4 "Blessed shall be the offspring of your
body+ and the produce of your ground and
the offspring of your beasts, the increase of
your herd and the young of your flock.

+ Isaiah 37:31-32 describes this fulfillment
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"Then this shall be the sign for you: you will

eat this year what grows of itself, in the second
year what springs from the same, and in the
third year sow, reap, plant vineyards and eat
their fruit. 31 The surviving remnant of the
house of Judah will again take root downward
and bear fruit upward+. 32 For out of Jerusalem
will go forth a remnant and out of Mount Zion
survivors. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will
perform this.“

+ The remnant in Judah will, by God'’s blessing,
establish themselves in miraculous productive
capacity in the land (take root downward), &
bear fruit abundantly, to God'’s glory & in Israel's
fulfillment of God'’s eternal purpose for them
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* For us who are in
the Church, are we
also supposed to
fulfill God's eternal
purpose by “taking
root downward
and bearing fruit
upward”? Is that
what God has in
mind for you & me?



[image: image14.png]Romans 7:4: Bearing fruit, but not by the Law

“Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to
the Law through the body of Christ, so that you might
be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the
dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God.”
(Romans 6:3,4; Galatians 5:22; Ephesians 5.9)

Ephesians 2:6: It's about your seating

“...and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him
in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus...” (Philippians
3:20; Colossians 3:1-4)

Ephesians 3:17: Where your roots are

“...s0 that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith;
and that you, being rooted and grounded in love...”
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"Then this shall be the sign for you: you will
eat this year what grows of itself, in the second
year what springs from the same, and in the
third year sow, reap, plant vineyards and eat
their fruit. 31 The surviving remnant of the
house of Judah will again take root downward
and bear fruit upward. 32 For out of Jerusalem
will go forth a remnant and out of Mount Zion
survivors. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will

perform this+.”

+ This won't happen because human beings
determine that it will be, but it will happen by
God'’s doing; Principle: God is the one who
blesses, & blessings & glory are due Him for
doing so (Ephesians 1:3; 3:21)




[image: image16.png]Isaiah 37:33-35

"Therefore, thus says the Lord concerning
the king of Assyria, 'He will not come to this
city or shoot an arrow there; and he will not
come before it with a shield, or throw up a
siege ramp against it. 34 By the way that

he came, by the same he will return, and he
will not come to this city,+ declares the Lord.
35 'For | will defend this city to save it for My
own sake and for My servant David's sake.’

+ These promises of God were also recorded
in 2 Kings 19:32; They are also recorded in
generalization, by the silence of the Assyrian
record regarding overtaking Jerusalem, as
opposed to Assyrian records claiming defeat
over 46 other cities of Judah
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"Therefore, thus says the Lord concerning
the king of Assyria, 'He will not come to this
city or shoot an arrow there; and he will not
come before it with a shield, or throw up a
siege ramp against it. 34 By the way that he
came, by the same he will return, and he will
not come to this city,' declares the Lord.

35 'For | will defend this city to save it for My
own sake and for My servant David's sake+."

+ What is ultimately at stake in God's promises?
It is God'’s glory! That truth was the root of
Hezekiah's appeal to God when he prayed
(Isaiah 37:20): that God's glory be revealed,
declared, & shared, that he might be glorified,

in fulfillment of God's eternal purpose
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Then the angel of the Lord went out and struck
185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians; and
when men arose early in the morning, behold,
all of these were dead+. 37 So Sennacherib
king of Assyria departed and returned home
and lived at Nineveh.

+ This was most of Sennacherib’s military force,
which in total likely approached the number of
troops initially sent into Iraq; probably this left
him without the overwhelming force with which
he entered Judah; the angel of the Lord is not
just an angel sent by God, but is the earthly
appearance of the preincarnate Christ, as
appeared to Abraham, Gideon & Elijah
(Genesis 22:15; Judges 16:11; 1 Kings 19:7)
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Then the angel of the Lord went out and struck
185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians; and
when men arose early in the morning, behold,
all of these were dead. 37 So Sennacherib,
king of Assyria, departed and returned home
and lived at Nineveh.

+ In spite of the bragging about this conquest
that shows up in Assyrian writings about a
dozen years later, Sennacherib probably did
not arrive home swelling with pride & basking
in the glow of his victory: he lost most of his
fighting force in one night, for reasons he most
certainly could not explain to those at home;
his military exploits, victories & the almost
victory against Hezekiah are all on record
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It came about as he was worshiping in the
house of Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech
and Sharezer his sons killed him with the
sword; and they escaped into the land of Ararat.
And Esarhaddon his son became king in his
place.

+ Isaiah’s prophecy about the death of
Sennacherib was fulfilled 20 years later, when
two of his own sons killed him, running off to the
mountains to leave another son to rule in his
place; ironically Hezekiah was in the temple in
Jerusalem when God heard Hezekiah's prayer;
Sennacherib was in his pagan temple when
God fulfilled his promise to Hezekiah



[image: image21.png]OK, so what do we do
with this historical account?

« We'll not likely * We will have a
be walled up in variety of real life
Jerusalem or opportunities to
confronted by an trust the Lord &
army with chariots, for God to show
spears, sling stones Himself faithful
& siege ramps in the midst of &

+ But we will indeed through the trial

encounter various * Those trials will all
trials (James 1:2) have a purpose!
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« This account shows + God's answer to an

us that God is not overwhelming army
limited by the of soldiers - the
timeframes in world’s largest at
which we pray: the time - was to

- God already had an ~ send just one:
answer in progress  * The preincarnate
before Hezekiah Christ - His answer
even started to pray for anything else
about the problem that's overwhelming
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* While God intends  * We are already fully

fulfillment of His blessed, irreversibly
eternal purpose & untouchably in
for the Gentiles the heavenlies

& for Israel & for (Ephesians 1:3)

us in the ChUrCh, ¢ We are a|ready

we do have some “in Christ” by God's
distinct advantages  doing (1 Corinthians
that Hezekiah did 1:30), the One who

not have: acted for Hezekiah



[image: image24.png]There is an appropriate time
to ask for godly assistance

* Hezekiah asked for « There are times for

Isaiah to help in us to look to and/or
whatever way call upon the godly
Isaiah was willing involvement of

+ Hezekiah was others in various
willing to do so, & circumstances

God fully honored ¢ The New Testament

Hezekiahs's request  word is parakaled

for help from Isaiah = “to call alongside”
(with a few nuances)
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Therefore | urge you (parakaled), brethren,
by the mercies of God, to present your bodies
a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God,
which is your spiritual service of worship.

1 Corinthians 1:10

Now | exhort you (parakaled), brethren, by
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you

all agree and that there be no divisions among
you, but that you be made complete in the
same mind and in the same judgment.



[image: image26.png]2 Corinthians 1:3-4

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God
of all comfort, 4 who comforts (parakaled) us
in all our affliction so that we will be able to
comfort (parakaled), those who are in any
affliction with the comfort with which we
ourselves are comforted (parakaled) by God.

The parakaled concept in Galatians 6:1-5

Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any
trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such

a one in a spirit of gentleness... 2 Bear one
another's burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of
Christ... 5 For each one will bear his own load.



[image: image27.png]What's at stake spiritually?

* When believers * What is or will be
do encounter a missing or l/we only
problem, there may look at the humanly
be instances where visible resources &
those involved are options to deal with
only seeing the my/our problem?

earthly issues -
but what is at stake
spiritually speaking?
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