[image: image1.png]Isaiah chapter 41 was a court case:
God versus the pagan idols

From the initiation of the legal action (verse 1),
to the presentation of the case in the pretrial
process (verses 2-20), to the actual court
proceedings (verses 21-28) to the final verdict
(verse 29), God presents His unique & eternal
character, His sovereignty over His creation

& unparalleled capabilities to act, sharply
contrasted with the total lack of character, the
rank ignorance, & inability of the pagan idols



[image: image2.png]Isaiah will turn more to
the Gentiles from here on

« In the earlier
chapters of Isaiah,
we found Isaiah
addressing the
nation of Judah &
the capital city of
Jerusalem & the
Jewish people

¢ From here on,
we will find Isaiah
addressing the
Gentile peoples,
using terms like
“nations”, “islands”,
“coastlands” & also

“ends of the earth”

The message will increasingly be good news



[image: image3.png]Isaiah’s ‘Servant Songs’

Servant Song Refrain

Song no. Passage Passage
1 42:1-4 42:5-9

2 49:1-6 49:7-13

3 50:4-9 50:10-11

4 52:13 to Chapters
53:12 54-55




[image: image4.png]“Servant” in “Isaiah-speak”

* As Isaiah uses the
word “Servant” he
is not picturing here
a lowly slave

Instead, Isaiah
pictures a “trusted
envoy”, “royal
representative” or

an “ambassador”

¢ He will use this
word “Servant” for
King Cyrus of
Persia, who sent
the Jews back to
their land a century
and a half after
Isaiah’s day...

« Also for Christ &
the Jewish people



[image: image5.png]Isaiah 42 in a nutshell

* Verses 1-4 make * We'll take a closer
up the first of four look today at the
“Servant Songs” in “refrain” (verses 5-9)
the book of Isaiah then verses 10-12

* This song is about  + Verses 13-25are a
God’s chosen chiasm about Christ’'s
servant, Jesus 15t & 2n comings, &
Christ, in both His they also speak out
15t & 2nd comings against pagan idols

Isaiah chapter 42 is about Jesus Christ




[image: image6.png]Isaiah 42:1-4*
"Behold**, My Servant, whom | uphold;
My chosen one in whom My soul delights+.
| have put My Spirit upon Him+;
He will bring forth justice to the nations++.
2 "He will not cry out or raise His voice,
Nor make His voice heard in the street.
3 "A bruised reed He will not break
And a dimly burning wick He will not extinguish;
He will faithfully bring forth justice.
4 "He will not be disheartened or crushed
Until He has established justice in the earth;

And the coastlands will wait expectantly
for His law."

* Matthew 12:17-21 ** Beholding Christ!
+ Matthew 3:16,17 ++ nations = Gentiles



[image: image7.png]A contrast in beholding in Isaiah 41:29-42:1a

41:29 "Behold+, all of them [pagan idols] are
false; their works are worthless, their molten
images are wind and emptiness.4Final verdict

42:1a "Behold+, My Servant, whom | uphold;
My chosen one in whom My soul delights.

+ Isaiah has his readers behold the falsehood,
worthlessness & emptiness of the pagan idols

Then Isaiah has them behold — in very sharp
contrast — God's Servant, Jesus Christ! We in
the church are also called to behold Christ in
the word of God (2 Corinthians 3:18) & as we
do, we are transformed from glory to glory



[image: image8.png]God'’s three self-declarations in Isaiah 42:5-9

Thus says God the Lord, who created the
heavens and stretched them out, who spread out
the earth and its offspring, who gives breath to
the people on it and spirit to those who walk in it,
6 "l am the Lord, | have called You in
righteousness, | will also hold You by the hand
and watch over You, and | will appoint You as a
covenant to the people, as a light to the nations,
7 to open blind eyes, to bring out prisoners from
the dungeon and those who dwell in darkness
from the prison. 8" am the Lord, that is My name;
I will not give My glory to another, nor My praise
to graven images. 9 "Behold, the former things
have come to pass, now | declare new things;
before they spring forth | proclaim them to you."



[image: image9.png]Isaiah 42:5

Thus says God the Lord+, who created the
heavens and stretched them out, who spread
out the earth and its offspring, who gives breath
to the people on it and spirit to those who walk
in it

+ God the Lord: The first of the three self-

declarations of God in this passage, the other
two beginning verses 6 & 8: “| am the Lord”

“God the Lord” is “El Yahweh”. ‘El' is the God
who is over all creation (Genesis 14:18-22) &

‘Yahweh'’ is God's covenant name with Israel
(Exodus 3:13-16)



[image: image10.png]Isaiah 42:5
Hebrew Poetry Pattern:
Thus says God the Lord,

who|created the heavens
and stretched them out,

who [spread out the earth
and its offspring,

who|gives breath to the people on it
and spirit to those who walk in it

Isaiah 42:5 is a poetic summary of the
contents of Genesis chapters 1 & 2,

showing God's sovereignty over all
of creation at every scale & aspect




[image: image11.png]Isaiah 42:5
Hebrew Poetry Pattern:
Thus says God the Lord,

who|created the heavens
and stretched them out,
who[spread out the earth
and its offspring,
who|gives breath to the people on it
and spirit to those who walk in it

Take note of the “zoom lens” approach that
Isaiah is using in this verse, going from largest

down to human scale: heavens > earth >
people on it (= those who walk in it)




[image: image12.png]Isaiah 42:5
Hebrew Poetry Pattern:
Thus says God the Lord,

who created+ the heavens
and stretched them out,

who spread out the earth
and its offspring,

who gives breath++ to the people on it
and spirit to those who walk in it

+ created: Hebrew: bara; when referring to
‘creating’, is used only of God's creative activity

++ breath: Hebrew: neshamah; as in Genesis
2:7; God is the one who gives physical life



[image: image13.png]Isaiah 42:6-7

"l am the Lord+, | have called You in
righteousness, | will also hold You by the hand
and watch over You, and | will appoint You as
a covenant to the people, as a light to the
nations, 7 to open blind eyes, to bring out
prisoners from the dungeon and those who
dwell in darkness from the prison.

+ This is the 2" of God's self-declarations
in this passage. “Lord” is “Yahweh”, God's
covenant name with Israel.



[image: image14.png]Isaiah 42:6-7

"l am the Lord, | have called You in
righteousness+, | will also hold You by the
hand and watch over You, and | will appoint
You as a covenant to the people, as a light to
the nations, 7 to open blind eyes, to bring out
prisoners from the dungeon and those who
dwell in darkness from the prison.

+ This is the God of Israel, speaking to Jesus
Christ before His incarnation, which we'll show
to be true shortly.

Yahweh is by character righteous (Exodus
9:27; Deuteronomy 32:4) & Jesus Christ is the
very definition of righteousness (1John 2:1).



[image: image15.png]God [the Father] addressing God the Son
Psalm 2:7

"l will surely tell of the decree of the Lord+:
He said to Me, "You are My Son, today |
have begotten You."

Psalm 110:1a
The Lord+ says to my Lord++ : "Sit at My
right hand..."

Psalm 110:5
The Lord++ is at Your right hand

+ Hebrew: Yahweh, God's covenant name
++ Hebrew: Adonai, the Lord, having authority



[image: image16.png]Isaiah 42:6-7

"l am the Lord, | have called You in
righteousness, | will also hold You by the hand
and watch over You+, and | will appoint You as
a covenant to the people, as a light to the
nations, 7 to open blind eyes, to bring out
prisoners from the dungeon and those who
dwell in darkness from the prison.

+ This line implies close relationship, guidance
& watchful care. Jesus claimed these very
things in His first coming (Matthew 4:5-11;
11:25-27; John 5:19-23; 12:50; 14:31)



[image: image17.png]Isaiah 42:6-7

"l am the Lord, | have called You in
righteousness, | will also hold You by the hand
and watch over You, and | will appoint You as
a covenant to the people, as a light to the
nations+, 7 to open blind eyes, to bring out
prisoners from the dungeon and those who
dwell in darkness from the prison.

+ This includes two figures of speech: Jesus
Christ, in His 1%t & 2" comings, was & will be
the fulfillment of God's promises (covenants)
& a spiritual light to the nations = Gentiles
(Isaiah 49:6; Acts 26:22, 23; Revelation 21:24)



[image: image18.png]Isaiah 42:6-7

"l am the Lord, | have called You in
righteousness, | will also hold You by the hand
and watch over You, and | will appoint You as
a covenant to the people, as a light to the
nations, 7 to open blind eyes, to bring out
prisoners from the dungeon and those who
dwell in darkness from the prison+.

+ While opening blind eyes was literally fulfilled,
among other miracles (Matthew 15:31), the
primary message of this verse is that Christ
would fulfill these things spiritually (John 12:46;
Acts 26:18; Ephesians 1:18; Colossians 1:13)



[image: image19.png]Isaiah 42:8-9
Hebrew Poetry Pattern:

| am the Lord,
hat is My name;
ot give My glory to another, nor
My praise to graven images.

1 will

Behold,

the former things have come to pass,

now | declare new things;

before they spring forth | proclaim them to you.



[image: image20.png]God knows the future

¢ In Isaiah 41:22-27, * What difference
God knows the future  does that make

- Then, inlsaiah 42:9;  to you & me?
44:7-8; 45:1-4, 21, * God is sovereign

46:10; & 48:3-6, over history & the

Isaiah again carried future & everything
the clear message that happens in our
that God knows the lives has a purpose

future with certainty (Romans 8:28,29)



[image: image21.png]Isaiah 42:8-9

"l am the Lord, that is My name+; | will not give
My glory to another, nor My praise to graven
images. 9 "Behold, the former things have
come to pass, now | declare new things; before
they spring forth | proclaim them to you.“

+ We have seen the “l am the Lord” phrase in
verse 6, but in this case “that is my name” was
added, confirming what God told to Moses in
Exodus 3:13-16, that ‘Yahweh' is God's

covenant name with Israel



[image: image22.png]Isaiah 42:8-9

"l am the Lord, that is My name; | will not give
My glory to another, nor My praise to graven
images+. 9 "Behold, the former things have
come to pass, now | declare new things; before
they spring forth | proclaim them to you.“

+ God shares His glory as one aspect of His
eternal purpose, but He is telling Israel that He
will not transfer His glory to some pagan idol



[image: image23.png]Isaiah 42:8-9

"l am the Lord, that is My name; | will not give
My glory to another, nor My praise to graven
images. 9 "Behold, the former things have
come to pass, now | declare new things; before
they spring forth | proclaim them to you.“

+ In verse 9 God is saying that he knows the
future, & that though there are things that he
has prophesied that have already come to
pass, there are yet more things to proclaim
in advance of their happening (including
things yet to show up in the book of Isaiah)



[image: image24.png]Isaiah 42:10
Hebrew Poetry Pattern:

Sing|to the Lord a new song,

sing [His praise from the end of the earth!
You who go down to the sea, and

all that is in it.

You jslands, and

those who dwell on them.




[image: image25.png]Scriptures with the phrase “a new song”

¢ Psalm 33:3

* Psalm 40:3

* Psalm 96:1

* Psalm 98:1

* Psalm 144:9

e Psalm 149:1

* Isaiah 42:104
* Revelation 5:9
* Revelation 14:3

All nine verses with
“a new song” are
songs to the Lord
or are praising Him

The two verses in
Revelation are in
the heavenly scene
& include the

raptured Church



[image: image26.png]Isaiah 42:11

Hebrew Poetry Pattern:

Let the wilderness and its cities
lift up their voices,
the settlements where Kedar inhabits.

Let the inhabitants of Sela
sing aloud, let them shout for joy
from the tops of the mountains.

As we see here, & will see as we proceed
through Isaiah to the end, God's design is that

the God of Israel not just be held in private for
Israel alone, but that all people would turn to
the God of Israel (Isaiah 45:22; 52:10)




[image: image27.png]o Sela likely
.. was Petra

L

INABATAEA & TRADE

Sela+ in Isaiah’s day
was likely the same
as the city later called
Petra in Roman times

+ Judges 1:36;
2 Kings 14:7;
Isaiah 16:1;
Isaiah 42:11



[image: image28.png]Nebaioth

Kedar was the 2

son of Ishmael Kedar<]
(Genesis 25:13-15) Adbeel
Mibsam
Mishma
Abraham Dumah
+Hagar — Ishmael Massa
Hadad
Kedar appears to Tema
have settled in ‘lj\leat;:ish

northern Arabia

Kedemah



[image: image29.png]Isaiah 42:12
Hebrew Poetry Pattern:
Let them

give glory to the Lord and
declare His praise

in the coastlands.

These “coastlands” would include, in Isaiah’s
thinking, the cities of Lebanon (known as the

Phoenicians), such as Tyre, & the Greeks.
Both of these peoples traded & established
outposts all over the Mediterranean & beyond




[image: image30.png]So what are we to make
of this chapter of Isaiah?

* We can take * We can see that
comfort in God's though this chapter
sovereignty & God's describes a different
foreknowledge, in kind of beholding
that all that than we in the
happens, though Church are called
it will not all be to, it also says to
pleasant, is all behold Christ (2

with purpose Corinthians 3:18)



[image: image31.png]So what are we to make
of this chapter of Isaiah?

* We are privileged to * Though Isaiah did
be able to both look not see the Church
back on Christ's 15t (Ephesians 2:11-

coming & also to 3:11), he wrote
look ahead to His about the Gentiles
2nd coming also praising &

+ For us in the giving glory to the
Church, that starts the Lord & in that
with the Rapture, we take part, even

our home going! this morning



[image: image32.png]The Bible teaches that God is
three personal beings — one essence

Acts 10:38

Father

Ps 45:6
John 6:27
Eph4:6
Phil 1:2

Son

Isa 9:6,7
John 1:14
Col 2:9
Tim 3:16
Titus 2:14
Heb 1:8

Holy
Spirit

Acts 5:3-4
Rom 8:11

Heb 9:14
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