[image: image1.png]Isaiah 43:25

"l, even |, am the one who wipes out your
transgressions for My own sake, and | will
not remember your sins.”



[image: image2.png]Isaiah 43:25

I, even I+, am the one who wipes out your
transgressions for My own sake, and | will
not remember your sins.”

+ |, even I: In the Hebrew, this is just, “I, I”,
with the double words used for emphasis

Isaiah has used double words for emphasis
before:

In Isaiah 26:3 “perfect peace” is actually,
“peace peace” & in Isaiah 40 he begins
the chapter with a double imperative for
emphasis, “Comfort, comfort My people...”



[image: image3.png]“, even I”

* Isaiah’s use of the .
Hebrew equivalent
of “I, I” was for
great emphasis .

* As Isaiah wrote
the words God had
given him, God was
conveying to His
people Israel that
He was unique

God alone was & is
& will be the One
who forgives sins

God alone was & is
& will be the One
who did absolutely
everything in order
for Him to be able
to forgive the sins
of Gentiles & Jews!



[image: image4.png]Isaiah 43:25

"l, even |, am the one+ who wipes out your
transgressions for My own sake, and | will
not remember your sins.”

+ Isaiah wrote to bring home the point clearly:
God is singularly the One who deals with our
sins! So... just what does He do with them?



[image: image5.png]Isaiah 43:25

"l, even |, am the one who wipes out+ your
transgressions for My own sake, and | will
not remember+ your sins."

+ Isaiah wrote here that God said of Himself &
sins, “who wipes out” & “I will not remember”

God is the One who took the initiative to deal
with human sins, so that they are dealt with,
& no other spiritual being does or can do that!
A very important message: Not even us!

God also had Isaiah express that uniquely
God-provided forgiveness in several ways



[image: image6.png]God speaks to the people of Israel
in Isaiah 1:18

"Come now, and let us reason together," says
the Lord, though your sins are as scarlet, they
will be as white as snow; though they are red
like crimson, they will be like wool.“

+ God used a color analogy to show the
intensity of the problem of sins, & the totality
with which God deals with them:

sins are as scarlet ... white as snow ...
red like crimson ...  like wool




[image: image7.png]Isaiah’s own sin & iniquity Isaiah 6:5-7
Then | said, "Woe is me, for | am ruined!
Because | am a man of unclean lips, and | live
among a people of unclean lips; for my eyes
have seen the King, the Lord of hosts."

burning coal in his hand, which he had taken
from the altar with tongs. 7 He touched my

mouth with it and said, "Behold, this has
touched your lips; and your iniquity is taken
away and your sin is forgiven.”




[image: image8.png]Isaiah’s own sin & iniquity Isaiah 6:6-7
Then one of the seraphim+ flew to me with a
burning coal in his hand, which he had taken
from the altar with tongs. 7 He touched my
mouth with it and said, "Behold, this has
touched your lips; and your iniquity is taken
away and your sin is forgiven.”

+ The word “seraph” means “a burning one”,
& the seraph in verse 6 fulfills that aspect well:
he brings a burning coal from the altar, which
in the temple in Jerusalem pictured
purification from sin by judgment

(as in Isaiah 4:4)



[image: image9.png]Isaiah’s own sin & iniquity Isaiah 6:6-7
Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a
burning coal in his hand, which he had taken
from the altar with tongs. 7 He touched my
mouth with it and said, "Behold, this has
touched your lips; and your iniquity is taken
away and your sin is forgiven+."

+ In the Old Testament, & even into the first
part of the gospels, the sacrifices & the altar
all point to God's ultimate provision for sin
through Christ; by faith in God'’s provision, the
seraph could say: “your iniquity is taken away
and your sin is forgiven”




[image: image10.png]Iniquities forgiven in Isaiah 33:24

And no resident will say, "l am sick"; the
people who dwell there will be forgiven
their iniquity.

+ This is from a passage which looks forward
to the still future reign of Christ on the earth
from Jerusalem, when all the Jews will have
the Holy Spirit indwelling them, & believe

The iniquity is not addressed with figures of
speech (color analogies, “wiped out”, etc.),
but more directly: “forgiven”



[image: image11.png]As King Hezekiah wrote in Isaiah 38:17

"Lo, for my own welfare | had great bitterness;
it is You who has kept my soul from the pit of
nothingness, for You have cast all my sins
behind Your back.“

+ Here, as Isaiah included King Hezekiah's
words, we see a Hebrew figure of speech

For God to cast all of Hezekiah's sins behind
His back means to put them out of sight (to
use another figure of speech), so that God
does not look upon the sins (compare 1
Kings 14:9; Ezekiel 23:35)



[image: image12.png]Transgressions & sins wiped out
in Isaiah 44:21-22

"Remember these things, O Jacob, and Israel,
for you are My servant; | have formed you,
you are My servant, O Israel, you will not be
forgotten by Me. 22 | have wiped out your
transgressions like a thick cloud and your
sins like a heavy mist+. Return to Me, for

| have redeemed you.”

+ Isaiah wrote the Lord's message, using
the “wiped out” figure of speech like in Isaiah
43:25, but presenting them as not visible to
God as if covered by a ‘thick cloud’ or
‘heavy mist’



[image: image13.png]David also wrote about God
having removed sins, iniquities &
transgressions in Psalm 103:10-13

He has not dealt with us according to our sins,
nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.

11 For as high as the heavens are above the
earth, so great is His lovingkindness toward
those who fear Him. 12 As far as the east is
from the west, so far has He removed our
transgressions from us. 13 Just as a father
has compassion on his children, so the Lord
has compassion on those who fear Him.



[image: image14.png]Sins, iniquities, transgressions...
What's the difference? Is there any?

« sins: offenses to * Sins, iniquities
& guilt before God & transgressions
by act or omission have definitions

« iniquities: acts of that overlap
moral & spiritual « But each word
corruption looks at the same

» transgressions: thing from a slightly
trespasses, as different focus, but
a crossing over all impacting one’s

lines in violation relationship to God



[image: image15.png]But these verses leave us
with a few questions (at least)

* Does God just « Is there anything
decide on His own on our part that
to just forgive sins, goes along with
for no real reason, receiving God's
or is something forgiveness of
else involved so our sins?
that God can or + Once God has
does forgive sins? forgiven our sins,

» Just how well does do sins after that

God forgive sins? matter anymore?



[image: image16.png]And just what does it mean, in the long
run, for God to forgive someone’s sins?

What real difference does that make?



[image: image17.png]Where do we start?

* How about if we » God is infinitely
start with a “Who"? merciful, so He

+ God is infinitely has an unlimited
holy, which also capacity to withhold
means that God deserved judgment
is moral by nature * God is infinitely

+ God is infinitely just, which means
loving so that He that the guilt of
is unlimited in His the sinner cannot

capacity to love simply be ignored



[image: image18.png]Moses wrote in a song in Exodus 15:11a,b

"Who is like You among the gods, O Lord?
Who is like You, majestic in holiness...”

Leviticus 11:44, 45

'For | am the Lord your God. Consecrate
yourselves therefore, and be holy, for | am
holy. And you shall not make yourselves
unclean with any of the swarming things that
swarm on the earth. 'For | am the Lord who
brought you up from the land of Egypt to be
your God; thus you shall be holy, for [ am

holy."




[image: image19.png]1 John 4:8,16
“...God is love...”
Ephesians 2:4

But God, being rich in mercy, because of
His great love with which He loved us,

1 John 3:1
See how great a love the Father has

bestowed on us, that we would be called
children of God; and such we are.



[image: image20.png]Psalm 89:14

Righteousness and justice are the foundation
of Your throne; lovingkindness and truth go
before You.

Isaiah 30:18

Therefore the Lord longs to be gracious to
you, and therefore He waits on high to have
compassion on you. For the Lord is a God of
justice; how blessed are all those who long for

Him.



[image: image21.png]Sins result in spiritual death
& death is separation

* The sin nature
always expresses
itself in sins (acts &
omissions coming
from the sin nature),
which always result
in spiritual death
(Romans 5:12;
James 1:15)

God is the very
definition & source
of life (John 5:26)

Spiritual death
means spiritual
separation from
God (Ephesians
2:12; 4:18;
Colossians 1:21)



[image: image22.png]Being “dead” means separation

+ Ephesians 2:12, « Colossians 1:21,

“...you were at that «...you were formerly
time separate+ from alienated*...”

Christ, being aliens* .
...without God inthe *+ choris; separate
world. ” from; apart from
« Ephesians 4:18, * apallotriod; this word
“...excluded* from occurs only in these
the life of God...” places in the whole
New Testament




[image: image23.png]OK, so how does this
all come together?

* Because of God's  Sins cannot go

holiness, the sins without the full

of human beings consequences,
make a separation since God is a
between God & just God

human beings, + So God cannot
which leaves simply decide to
humans in a state forgive us & forgo
of spiritual death the consequence

(since God is life) — the penalty



[image: image24.png]And then...

¢ The only way « Fortunately (&
that human beings that is such an
can respond to the inadequate word),
separation / death / God's character
penalty problem is of infinite love &
to ‘live’ init (1) mercy motivates

« Human beings are Him to do what we
powerless to “fix could not even
the problem” from hope to do by our

their own resources own resources



[image: image25.png]Whew!

¢ God, in His great
love with which He
loved us

« Being rich in mercy
« Determined to take
the penalty for our
sins - the sins of the
whole world (1 John
2:2) — entirely upon

Himself

God knew before
everything was
even created that
He would have to
pay the price for our
sins Himself, in full

He would pay the
price of sins for us
to satisfy all of His
own character!



[image: image26.png]Isaiah 43:25

"l, even |, am the one who wipes out your

transgressions for My own sake+, and | will
not remember your sins.”

+ for My own sake: God'’s forgiveness of
our sins, & everything that is a part of our
salvation, is a satisfaction of God's own
infinite, absolute eternal character:

His holiness, justice, love, mercy & grace,
just for starters
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[image: image28.png]The gospel in 1 Corinthians 15:3-4

For | delivered to you as of first importance
what | also received, that Christ died for our

sins|according to the Scriptures, |4 and that

He was buried, and that He was raised on the

third dayfaccordin fo the Sorfptures.]

So which “Scriptures” is Paul referring to?



[image: image29.png]The gospel in 1 Corinthians 15:3-4

For | delivered to you as of first importance
what | also received, that Christ died for our
sins+ according to the Scriptures, 4 and that
He was buried++, and that He was raised*
on the third day according to the Scriptures...

+ Isaiah 53:4-6,8,10-12 | The three things to

++ Isaiah 53:9 be believed about
* |saiah 53:10-12 Christ, in order for a

person to be saved,
are prophesied in
Isaiah 53




[image: image30.png]So what does a person
do with all this?

¢ God accomplished  * The only thing we

everything in our can do is to believe
salvation because Him about what He
we couldn't pull it has done, but...

off for ourselves, * Our believing in His
or even add some work, done for us, is
small part to our not counted as a work
own salvation (Ephesians 2:8,9)

« Godis indeed. the e |tis us counting
One who forgives entirely on His work!



[image: image31.png]But these verses leave us
with a few questions (at least)

* Does God just « Is there anything
decide on His own on our part that
to just forgive sins, goes along with
for no real reason, receiving God's
or is something forgiveness of
else involved so our sins?
that God can or + Once God has
does forgive sins? forgiven our sins,

» Just how well does do sins after that

God forgive sins? matter anymore?



[image: image32.png]We are saved from

I I

—>
the penalty of sin

the power of sin
the presence of sin



[image: image33.png]It's all about timing

* Though we have been
saved from the penalty

of sin in the past... T EEEEEEE——
i the penalty of sin
* Though we are being the power of sin
saved from the power the presence of sin

of sin in the present...

* Though we will be saved
from the presence of sin
in the future...



[image: image34.png]It's all about timing

+ Since the verb “saved” (s6z6) in Ephesians
2:5 & 8 is in the perfect tense, this tells us
that as far as God is concerned, our
salvation is accomplished already,
completely & irreversibly, even if the
implementation of it takes place in three

stages :l:

_—
the penalty of sin

the power of sin
the presence of sin



[image: image35.png]Did | mention God’s
amazing grace?

e God’s eternally * Soitis not only a

amazing grace

not only motivates
Him to save us
from sin’s penalty,
power & presence,
but to bless us

with every spiritual
blessing in the
heavenlies in Christ

matter of what we
are saved from,
but what we are
saved to

And it is a matter of
who we are saved
from (ourselves) &
who we are saved
to (Christ)
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