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[image: image2.png]The message to Babylon in Isaiah 47:8

"Now, then, hear this, you sensual one, who
dwells securely, who says in your heart, 'l am,
and there is no one besides me. | will not sit
as a widow, nor know loss of children.’

« Isaiah detailed Babylon’s worldly viewpoint:
sensuality — “If it feels good, do it”, even at
the expense of (many) others

« Babylon felt militarily secure

'l am, and there is no one besides me...'
says that they viewed themselves as God
* They expected no losses




[image: image3.png]The “l am and there is no one besides Me”,
message restated in Isaiah 45:6

That men may know from the rising to the
setting of the sun that there is no one besides
Me. ‘1 am the Lord, and there is no other’




[image: image4.png]The message to Babylon in Isaiah 47:9

"But these two things will come on you

suddenly in one day: loss of children and
widowhood. They will come on you in full
measure in spite of your many sorceries,
in spite of the great power of your spells.

« Babylon would lose its longevity as an
empire & its material provisions overnight

» Babylon's abundant appeal to sorceries
& the assumed great power of its spells
turned out to be absolutely powerless




[image: image5.png]The message to Babylon in Isaiah 47:10

"You felt secure in your wickedness and said,
'No one sees me,’ your wisdom and your
knowledge, they have deluded you; for you
have said in your heart, 'l am, and there is

no one besides me.'

« Babylon felt it was secure because of...
its secret wickedness!
« Babylon, ever proud of & dependent upon

its supposed wisdom & knowledge, was
actually spiritually & otherwise fooled by it
*'l am...” - they viewed themselves as God




[image: image6.png]The message to Babylon in Isaiah 47:11

"But evil will come on you which you will not
know how to charm away; and disaster will
fall on you for which you cannot atone; and
destruction about which you do not know
will come on you suddenly.

« Babylon felt it was secure because of...
its secret wickedness!
« Babylon, ever proud of & dependent upon

its supposed wisdom & knowledge, was
actually spiritually & otherwise fooled by it
*'l am...” - they viewed themselves as God




[image: image7.png]The message to Babylon in Isaiah 47:12

"Stand fast now in your spells and in your
many sorceries with which you have labored
from your youth; perhaps you will be able to
profit, perhaps you may cause trembling.

* God, through Isaiah, mocks Babylon's
plural appeals to occult powers & sorceries
» These were practices on which Babylon

had stood & had ‘grown in’ for centuries
« Isaiah mocked Babylon's expectation to
continue to pull in the world’s wealth to
itself & to cause others to cower in fear




[image: image8.png]The message to Babylon in Isaiah 47:13

"You are wearied with your many counsels;
let now the astrologers, those who prophesy
by the stars, those who predict by the new
moons, stand up and save you from what
will come upon you."

* The Babylonians had every imaginable
kind of ‘spiritual counsel’ & ‘guidance’
* They are credited with originating astrology

in the eastern hemisphere
« Astrologers would stand on their temples,
so Isaiah invited them to stand some more!




[image: image9.png]To the Jews at the end of their
exile in Babylon in Isaiah 48:20

Go forth from Babylon! Flee from the
Chaldeans! Declare with the sound of joyful
shouting, proclaim this, send it out to the end
of the earth; say, "The Lord has redeemed
His servant Jacob."

This verse indicates that though many Jews
remained in Babylon after the time of exile,
they were supposed to return to their land

They were to proclaim the return as the Lord’s
redeeming the people of Israel, to God's glory




[image: image10.png]To the Jews at the end of their

exile in Babylon in Isaiah 48:21
They did not thirst when He led them through
the deserts. He made the water flow out of the
rock for them; He split the rock and the water
gushed forth.

If God’s people were concerned about
physical provision for them as they returned,
then Isaiah would point back to a time

when God provided for all of them both
faithfully & miraculously, recorded for us
in Exodus 17:1-6 & Numbers 20:2-11




[image: image11.png]Exodus 17:1-3

Then all the congregation of the sons of Israel
journeyed by stages from the wilderness of
Sin, according to the command of the Lord,
and camped at Rephidim, and there was no
water for the people to drink. 2 Therefore the
people quarreled with Moses and said, "Give
us water that we may drink." And Moses said
to them, "Why do you quarrel with me? Why
do you test the Lord?" 3 But the people thirsted
there for water; and they grumbled against
Moses and said, "Why, now, have you brought
us up from Egypt, to kill us and our children
and our livestock with thirst?"



[image: image12.png]Exodus 17:4-6

So Moses cried out to the Lord, saying, "What
shall | do to this people? A little more and they
will stone me." 5 Then the Lord said to Moses,
"Pass before the people and take with you
some of the elders of Israel; and take in your
hand your staff with which you struck the Nile,
and go. 6 "Behold, | will stand before you there
on the rock at Horeb; and you shall strike the
rock, and water will come out of it, that the
people may drink." And Moses did so in the
sight of the elders of Israel.



[image: image13.png]1 Corinthians 10:1-4

For | do not want you to
be unaware, brethren, that
our fathers were all under
the cloud and all passed
through the sea; 2 and all
were baptized into Moses
in the cloud and in the sea;
3 and all ate the same
spiritual food; 4 and all
drank the same spiritual
drink, for they were
drinking from a spiritual
rock which followed them;
and the rock was Christ.



[image: image14.png]John 4:7,13-14
There came a woman
of Samaria to draw water.
Jesus said to her, "Give
Me a drink.“... 13 Jesus
answered and said to her,
"Everyone who drinks of
this water will thirst again;
14 but whoever drinks of
the water that | will give
him shall never thirst; but
the water that | will give
him will become in him a
well of water springing up
to eternal life.”



[image: image15.png]Revelation 22:17

The Spirit and the
bride say, "Come."
And let the one who
hears say, "Come."
And let the one who
is thirsty come; let
the one who wishes
take the water of life
without cost.




[image: image16.png]To the Jews at the end of their
exile in Babylon in Isaiah 48:22

"There is no peace for the wicked," says the
Lord.

Isaiah delivered a similar message again
in Isaiah 57:21 where he wrote, "There is
no peace,” says my God, "for the wicked.”

This message in Old Testament times
referred to peace in earthly terms, where
evil hearts & actions brought God’s judgment
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The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect
peace [Hebrew, “peace, peace”], because he
trusts in You.




[image: image18.png]2 Thessalonians 3:16

Now may the Lord of peace Himself continually
grant you peace in every circumstance. The
Lord be with you all!

We know that the believers in Thessalonica
had a rough time all around, which began by
Paul having a tough time of it there as well.
So Paul was not talking about God assuring

them of nice circumstances, but peace of
heart because of the indwelling life & person
of Christ, by means of the Holy Spirit (Acts
17:1-15; 1 Thessalonians 2:1; Galatians 5:22)
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