[image: image1.png]Isaiah 52:13-15

Behold, My servant will prosper, He will be
high and lifted up and greatly exalted. 14 Just
as many were astonished at you, My people,
so His appearance was marred more than any
man and His form more than the sons of men.
15 Thus He will sprinkle many nations, kings
will shut their mouths on account of Him; for
what had not been told them they will see,
And what they had not heard they will
understand.



[image: image2.png]Isaiah 52:13-15

Behold+, My servant will prosper, He will be
high and lifted up and greatly exalted. 14 Just
as many were astonished at you, My people,
So His appearance was marred more than
any man and His form more than the sons of
men. 15 Thus He will sprinkle many nations,
kings will shut their mouths on account of Him;
for what had not been told them they will
see, and what they had not heard they will
understand.

+ Behold: Isaiah has used this word to

emphasize & to call attention to what follows;
we could say it as, “Take a mental picture!”



[image: image3.png]We behold our Lord & Savior Jesus Christ
now when we behold Him through
His written word:

2 Corinthians 3:18

But we all*, with unveiled face+, beholding as
in a mirror++ the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory
to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

* those of the Church (1 Corinthians 10:17)
+ not under the Mosaic Law (2 Corinthians 3:16)

++ the mirror is the word of God (James 1:22-
25; see also 1 Corinthians 13:12)




[image: image4.png]Hebrews 12:1-2

Therefore, since we have

so great a cloud of withesses
surrounding us, let us also lay
aside every encumbrance and
the sin which so easily entangles
us, and let us run with endurance
the race that is set before us,

2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the
author and perfecter of faith,
who for the joy set before Him
endured the cross, despising the
shame, and has sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God.




[image: image5.png]Two people groups in Isaiah 52:13-15

Behold, My servant will prosper, He will be
high and lifted up and greatly exalted. 14 Just
as many were astonished at you, My people+,
so His appearance was marred more than any
man and His form more than the sons of men.
15 Thus He will sprinkle many nations+, kings
will shut their mouths on account of Him; for
what had not been told them they will see, and
what they had not heard they will understand.

+ you, My people is a reference to the people
of Israel & many nations is about the Gentiles
—ethnos in the Greek Old Testament



[image: image6.png]The chiasm in Isaiah 52:13-53:12

A" Enigma: exaltation & humiliation (52:13-15).
The Lord’s testimony to his Servant (13) merging

(14) into a description of the Servant's suffering
& of reactions to it (15).

As Isaiah began this passage, he invited his
readers to behold — to examine, consider &

ponder - an enigma: God’s savior will be one

who does well & will be glorified & He will be
one who is subjected to horrible shame &
abuse, physical & otherwise
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Behold, My+ servant will prosper, He will be
high and lifted up and greatly exalted.

+ My: Although Isaiah was the human author,
the pronoun “My” tells us that this is God
speaking in this verse, speaking of Christ,
His servant



[image: image8.png]Isaiah 52:13
Behold,
My servant will prosper,
He [Jesus Christ] will be:
« high and

* lifted up and triplicate: Jesus Christ will
« greatly exalted. || be greatly glorified

This message is stated in
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[image: image10.png]Philippians 2:5-11
Have this attitude in yourselves which was also
in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the
form of God, did not regard equality with God a
thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking
the form of a bond-servant, and being made in
the likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance
as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death, even death on a
cross. 9 For this reason also, God highly exalted
Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is
above every name, 10 so that at the name of
Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11
and that every tongue will confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.



[image: image11.png]So what does “prosper” mean?

* The Hebrew word
that Isaiah chose
(sakal), translated
here simply as
‘prosper’ means
‘to choose & deal
wisely, with skill &
intelligence, rooted
in deep insight’ into
everything on earth

¢ The Lord deals

with us in ways that
are based on a total
understanding & a
full prior knowledge
of the outcome

Jesus Christ knew
what He was doing
& knows what He
is doing



[image: image12.png]The things we say...

“She meant well” ¢ Our well-intended
“Oooooh! | wish | human thoughts
hadn't done that” & actions can &

often do turn out
differently than
we anticipated

¢ God never says
“Oops!!!”, since
He knows &
understands all

“l wish | had known
about that before...”

“Hmmm. That
didn’t turn out like
| thought it would”



[image: image13.png]Isaiah 52:13

Behold, My servant will prosper, He will be
high and lifted up and greatly exalted.

As good & uplifting & positive as this
sounds, it is not the full picture, is it?
Some very difficult but necessary things

will happen to God's servant first, which
will be the focus of most of the Isaiah
52:13 - 53:12 passage




[image: image14.png]Isaiah 52:14

Just as many were astonished at you, My
people, so His appearance was marred more
than any man and His form more than the
sons of men.

The devastation carried out against the
people of Israel, whom God calls ‘My people’
was at times astonishing — just really, really
awfull So this tragic devastation is the point

of comparison with what will be carried out

against God's servant, Jesus Christ, as He

graciously takes upon Himself the penalties
for sin due to you & me (“instead of me!”)




[image: image15.png]The Hebrew Poetry Pattern in Isaiah 52:14
Just as many were astonished at you, My
people, so

His appearance was marred
more than any man and

His form [was marred]
more than the sons of men.

Even before knowing exactly what these
parallel lines mean, we immediately get a

sense of massive contrast with the message
of the prior verse




[image: image16.png]“His appearance was marred more than any
man and His form more than the sons of men

* So what do these  Christ would appear

words mean? as lowly, vulnerable
« Does it mean that & not as someone

Jesus Christ was for_whlch we Wc_)uld

physically abused typically have high

by the Romans prior ~ regard
to His crucifixion? * Among humans,
« Yes, it does, but it Christ would not

means even more appear to ‘measure
than that... up’ very well



[image: image17.png]Cleansing & atonement in Leviticus 16:15-16

"Then he shall slaughter the goat of the sin
offering which is for the people, and bring its
blood inside the veil and do with its blood as he
did with the blood of the bull, and sprinkle it on
the mercy seat and in front of the mercy seat.
16 He shall make atonement for the holy place,
because of the impurities of the sons of Israel
and because of their transgressions in regard
to all their sins; and thus he shall do for the tent
of meeting which abides with them in the midst
of their impurities."



[image: image18.png]Cleansing & atonement in Leviticus 16:17-19

"When he goes in to make atonement in

the holy place, no one shall be in the tent of
meeting until he comes out, that he may make
atonement for himself and for his household
and for all the assembly of Israel. 18 Then he
shall go out to the altar that is before the Lord
and make atonement for it, and shall take
some of the blood of the bull and of the blood
of the goat and put it on the horns of the altar
on all sides. 19 With his finger he shall sprinkle
some of the blood on it seven times and
cleanse it, and from the impurities of the

sons of Israel consecrate it."



[image: image19.png]He will sprinkle many nations

« Sprinkling of blood  * The Law of Moses
in the temple rituals never anticipated
was to atone for the that the Gentile
sins of the people of  nations would be

Israel, down to the included in the

priests themselves atonement of sins
« But Isaiah 52:15 « But Isaiah 52:15

has this sprinkling includes the

for the nations — atonement for sins

the Gentiles! for Gentiles as well



[image: image20.png]About the One whose birth, life
& death were considered unclean

 Christ’s birth was * His death would

shrouded in shame be between two
— considered criminals, on across
illegitimate since reserved for the
Joseph & Mary Roman Empire’s
were not married “lowest of the low”

» Christ’s life was * He'd cleanse this
called unclean by world’s worst from
some, because He sins: He'd ‘sprinkle

healed on Sabbath many nations’



[image: image21.png]1 Peter 1:1-2
Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,

To those who reside as aliens, scattered
throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia,
and Bithynia+, who are chosen 2 according to
the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the
sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus
Christ and be sprinkled with His blood+: May

grace and peace be yours in the fullest
measure.

+ Most of these to whom Peter wrote were
Gentiles (1 Peter 1:14; 2:10) — of the nations,
cleansed by the blood of Christ (Isaiah 52:15)
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Thus He will sprinkle many nations, kings will

shut their mouths on account of Him; for what
had not been told them they will see, and what
they had not heard they will understand.

Though Christ would be silent before the
Roman governor Pilate (John 19:8-10), a

time would come when this world's rulers
would be themselves silenced (Isaiah 52:15)




[image: image23.png]The Hebrew Poetry Pattern in Isaiah 52:15

Thus He will sprinkle many nations,

kings will shut their mouths on account of Him;
for:

what had not been told them they will see, and
what they had not heard they will understand.

Kings & other rulers in biblical times had not
come up with God's solution for the condition
of mankind. The one who had been born a

lowly & even shameful birth, of no earthly
consequence to them, & not even worthy of
consideration was to be raised above them




[image: image24.png]Romans 6:3-4

Or do you not know that all of us who have
been baptized into Christ Jesus have been
baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we have
been buried with Him through baptism into
death, so that as Christ was raised from the
dead through the glory of the Father, so we
too might walk in newness of life.



[image: image25.png]Ephesians 2:4-7

But God, being rich in mercy, because of His
great love with which He loved us, 5 even
when we were dead in our transgressions,
made us alive together with Christ (by grace
you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with
Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to
come He might show the surpassing riches of
His grace in kindness toward us in Christ
Jesus.
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