[image: image1.png]The ‘He’ & ‘Him’ of Isaiah 53:1-3
Who has believed our message? And to
whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?
2 For He grew up before Him like a tender
shoot, and like a root out of parched ground;
He has no stately form or majesty that we
should look upon Him, nor appearance that
we should be attracted to Him. 3 He was
despised and forsaken of men, a man of
sorrows and acquainted with grief; and like
one from whom men hide their face He was
despised, and we did not esteem Him.

These verses repeatedly refer to Jesus Christ



[image: image2.png]This passage addresses two questions

* Verse 1 asks: e Verses2& 3
Who believes the answer: How do
saving message earthly-minded
about God's people view the
accomplishment birth, person, & life
through Christ, of Jesus Christ in
as God has His first coming
revealed it? to planet earth?

Each person’s eternity depends upon what

that person believes regarding God'’s revelation
about & accomplishment through Jesus Christ
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Who has believed our message? And to
whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?

Isaiah has already spoken of a ‘message’
as being truth revealed from & by God
(Isaiah 9:8; 28:9)

The ‘arm’ of the Lord has already been

spoken of in Isaiah 51:4-10; 52:10, the
chapters right before this one, being
God’s power visibly in action on earth -
through Christ, though not visible as deity




[image: image4.png]John 12:36-38,41

These things Jesus spoke, and He went away
and hid Himself from them. 37 But though He
had performed so many signs before them, yet
they were not believing in Him. 38 This was to
fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet which he
spoke: "Lord, who has believed our report?
And to whom has the arm of the Lord been
revealed?"... 41 These things Isaiah said

because he saw His glory, and he spoke of
Him.



[image: image5.png]Why aren’t New Testament quotes of
the Old Testament always identical to
the quoted Old Testament passage?

One reason why there can be differences is this:

« Old Testament as translated directly:
Hebrew > English

« Old Testament quotes in the New Testament:
Hebrew > Greek > English

« Old Testament quotes in the New Testament have
one more step in the translation process, since
translation into Greek is added to the sequence
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However, they did not all heed the good news;
for Isaiah says, "Lord, who has believed our
report?" 17 So faith comes from hearing, and
hearing by the word of Christ.
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Who has believed our message? And to
whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?

Isaiah brings out some essential points

of salvation for all of time since Adam'’s sin
in the Garden of Eden until the end of this
present heavens & earth: 1) salvation is for

people (‘Who' & ‘to whom’), with the strong
implication that not all will come to that
critical point of belief, even having heard
the message about Jesus Christ revealed
by God
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Who has believed our message? And to
whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?

2) God took the initiative to do the revealing
of the essential truths of salvation. The
essential truths necessary for salvation are
not something that we could arrive at simply

by our own human investigations & logical
processes. God is the originator of truth, &
neither human beings nor the created world,
in the physical realm or in the spiritual realm,
are the ultimate source or revealer of truth
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God’s revelations to mankind

God is revealed by

Scripture

nature

Psalm 19:1-6
Romans 1:18-20

providence (guidance)

Matthew 5:44-45
Acts 14:15-17,17:24-28a

conscience

Scripture

Romans 2:14,15

2 Timothy 3:16,17
2 Peter 1:21

Jesus Christ

2 Corinthians 4:4
Colossians 1:15
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Who has believed our message? And to
whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?

3) The bottom line for each human being,
as a descendent of Adam, & thereby being
in desperate need of salvation by God's
accomplishment (‘the arm of the Lord’), to

whom the message has been revealed, is
‘Do | believe it?". Neither simple awareness,
nor intellectual assent, nor having the
printed material on my bookshelf, nor the
data on my hard drive is any substitute!
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For He grew up before Him like a tender
shoot, and like a root out of parched ground;
He has no stately form or majesty that we
should look upon Him, nor appearance that
we should be attracted to Him.



[image: image12.png]The Hebrew Poetry Pattern in Isaiah 53:2
For He grew up before Him

like a tender shoot, and
like a root out of parched ground,;

He has

no stately form or majesty
that we should look upon Him,
nor appearance
that we should be attracted to Him.
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For He grew up before Him like a tender
shoot, and like a root out of parched ground;
He has no stately form or majesty that we

should look upon Him, nor appearance that
we should be attracted to Him.

Christ, though fully God, was ‘before Him’
(i.e., before God) while here on planet earth,
looked upon by God

Christ, being also fully man, was looked
upon by human beings, but that is where
the commonality ends, as we will soon see
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For He grew up before Him like a tender
shoot, and like a root out of parched ground;
He has no stately form or majesty that we
should look upon Him, nor appearance that
we should be attracted to Him.

He grew up before Him: This is the very
time of year when we customarily observe
the birth & earliest events of the life of Christ,

yet it is how God views Christ that ultimately
matters, doesn't it? After that, it ultimately
matters whether we human beings ‘come
around’ to God's viewpoint of Jesus Christ
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For He grew up before Him like a tender
shoot, and like a root out of parched ground;
He has no stately form or majesty that we
should look upon Him, nor appearance that
we should be attracted to Him.

Isaiah has not gone ‘valley girl’ on us
(‘like’... 'like’). But Isaiah has made a
comparison between Jesus Christ & two
‘plant’ analogies, in order to illustrate the

character of the birth & early life of Christ.
Though they are similar, these analogies
are not simply ‘the same thing’ restated.
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For He grew up before Him like a tender
shoot, and like a root out of parched ground;
He has no stately form or majesty that we
should look upon Him, nor appearance that
we should be attracted to Him.

If we were to assess the birth & early life
of Christ from a purely human viewpoint,
we would say, as did most Jewish leaders:

1)“The best thing for the people of Israel
is to just cut him off and get rid of him!”

2)“This guy doesn'’t stand a chance!”
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¢ Jesus Christ About the man Jesus:
was not only one « His siblings were
thought worthless not impressed
- to be cut off - & with Him!

one who would
be overwhelmed by
lousy circumstances

* But His human
appearance did not
draw people to Him

« His townspeople
were not impressed
with His siblings!

* His own people
were not impressed
with His town!
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[image: image19.png]The evidence from Scripture is that Jesus'
siblings did not believe that Jesus was the
long-promised Messiah until after Christ’s
resurrection:

1 Corinthians 15:3-7

For | delivered to you as of first importance
what | also received, that Christ died for our
sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that
He was buried, and that He was raised on the
third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and
that He appeared to Cephas, then to the
twelve. 6 After that He appeared to more than
five hundred brethren at one time, most of
whom remain until now, but some have fallen
asleep; 7 then He appeared to James...



[image: image20.png]Mary & Jesus’ brothers in Acts 1:12-14

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the
mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem,
a Sabbath day's journey away. 13 When they
had entered the city, they went up to the upper
room where they were staying; that is, Peter
and John and James and Andrew, Philip and
Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew,James
the son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot,
and Judas the son of James. 14 These all with
one mind were continually devoting themselves
to prayer, along with the women, and Mary the
mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.



[image: image21.png]Matthew 13:54-57a

He came to His hometown and began teaching
them in their synagogue, so that they were
astonished, and said, "Where did this man get
this wisdom and these miraculous powers?
55 "Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not His
mother called Mary, and His brothers, James
and Joseph and Simon and Judas? 56 "And
His sisters, are they not all with us? Where
then did this man get all these things?"

57 And they took offense at Him...
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The next day He purposed to go into Galilee,
and He found Philip. And Jesus said to him,
"Follow Me." 44 Now Philip was from
Bethsaida, of the city of Andrew and Peter.
45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him,
"We have found Him of whom Moses in the
Law and also the Prophets wrote --Jesus of
Nazareth, the son of Joseph." 46 Nathanael
said to him, "Can any good thing come out
of Nazareth?"



[image: image23.png]Isaiah 53:3

He was despised and forsaken of men, a man

of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and like
one from whom men hide their face He was

despised, and we did not esteem Him.



[image: image24.png]A small chiasm in Isaiah 53:3
He was despised and forsaken of men,
a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief;

like one from whom men hide their face
He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.

You may recall that we said some months
ago that repetition in Hebrew writing — as

Isaiah has used before (“peace peace”, as
in Isaiah 26:3, & “comfort, comfort” as in
Isaiah 40:1) is for the purpose of emphasis
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He was despised and forsaken of men, a man
of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and like
one from whom men hide their face He was
despised, and we did not esteem Him.

despised: this word ‘despised’, repeated
in the Hebrew text (as in the English
translation) for emphasis, conveys “being

dismissed & ‘written off’ & mocked”. The
typical human level assessment of Jesus
Christ was, ‘...disgustingly worthless!’
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He was despised and forsaken of men, a man

of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and like
one from whom men hide their face He was

despised, and we did not esteem Him.

What sorrows? What grief? A shameful
birth — outside the Jewish Law! He was
raised in a poor, small village, of no repute
or economic status. He was a man whose

father seems to have died while he was still
fairly young. Neither His townspeople nor
His siblings (at first) believed Him or His
mother or His father about who He was!
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He was despised and forsaken of men, a man
of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and like
one from whom men hide their face He was
despised, and we did not esteem Him.

Have you noticed that people’s reactions
to Jesus Christ are often not ‘neutral?

Jesus was not just categorically ignored
as of no consequence.

He was notably shunned & considered
extremely disgusting.
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He was despised and forsaken of men, a man
of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and like
one from whom men hide their face He was
despised, and we did not esteem Him.

OK... time to rate Jesus Christ! What's your
assessment? How does He measure up?

What value do you place on the man?
What priority do you give His presence?




[image: image30.png]Isn’t it amazing that we who believe
are made to be in Christ & He in us?

¢ In 1 Corinthians
1:30 Paul begins
with, “But by His
doing you are in
Christ Jesus”

« Isn't it amazing that
we who believe
have been made to
be in the One who
was ‘worthless’

* We, in these
earthen vessels,
are the holders of
this once ‘disgusting
man’, now valued
as ‘treasure’:

¢ 2 Corinthians 4:7a,
“But we have this
treasure in earthen
vessels...”



[image: image31.png]Isn’t it amazing that we who believe

are transformed from glory to glory

as we behold the One from whom
others deliberately turned away,
as if overwhelmed with disgust?

2 Corinthians 3:18

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as
in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory
to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.
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And | saw between the throne (with the

four living creatures) and the elders a Lamb
standing, as if slain, having seven horns and
seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of
God, sent out into all the earth. 7 And He came
and took the book out of the right hand of Him
who sat on the throne. 8 When He had taken
the book, the four living creatures and the
twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb,
each one holding a harp and golden bowls full
of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.



[image: image33.png]Revelation 5:9-10
And they sang a new song, saying,

"Worthy are You to take the book and to break
its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for
God with Your blood men from every tribe and
tongue and people and nation. 10 "You have
made them to be a kingdom and priests to our
God; and they will reign upon the earth."



[image: image34.png]Revelation 5:11-12

Then | looked, and | heard the voice of

many angels around the throne and the living
creatures and the elders; and the number of
them was myriads of myriads, and thousands
of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice,

"Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive
power and riches and wisdom and might and
honor and glory and blessing.”
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And every created thing which is in heaven
and on the earth and under the earth and on
the sea, and all things in them, | heard saying,

"To Him who sits on the throne, and to the

Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and
dominion forever and ever."

14 And the four living creatures kept saying,
"Amen." And the elders fell down and
worshiped.
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