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He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet
He did not open His mouth; like a lamb that is
led to slaughter, and like a sheep that is silent
before its shearers, so He did not open His
mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment He
was taken away; and as for His generation,
who considered that He was cut off out of the
land of the living for the transgression of my
people, to whom the stroke was due? 9 His
grave was assigned with wicked men, yet He
was with a rich man in His death, because
He had done no violence, nor was there

any deceit in His mouth.
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He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet
He did not open His mouth; like a lamb that is
led to slaughter, and like a sheep that is silent
before its shearers, so He did not open His
mouth.

oppressed: This Hebrew word is also used
for the hard driving Egyptian taskmasters
who were very cruel to the Jewish slaves,

pressing them harshly to fulfill their quota of
bricks (translated ‘taskmasters’ in Exodus
3.7, 5:6-14). See also 1 Samuel 13:26; 14:24
where the word is translated “distressed’.
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He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet
He did not open His mouth; like a lamb that is
led to slaughter, and like a sheep that is silent
before its shearers, so He did not open His
mouth.

afflicted: This word has the nuance of “being
humbled” (Deuteronomy 8:2-16), & is the
same word also translated “afflicted” in Isaiah

53:4. Compared to “oppressed”, this word
conveys more of the subjective sense of the
extreme abuse that our Lord endured.
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All of us like sheep have gone astray, each

of us has turned to his own way; but the Lord
has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him.
7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet
He did not open His mouth; like a lamb that is
led to slaughter, and like a sheep that is silent
before its shearers, so He did not open His
mouth.



[image: image5.png]Comparing we like sheep
to He like a sheep

* In Isaiah 53:6
we humans were
compared to sheep,
where going astray
& ending up in great
danger is the typical
habit of the sheep

« This illustrates the
nature of humans
to stray from God

But in Isaiah 53:7,
Christ is compared
to the tendency of
a sheep to be quiet
while being shorn,
slaughtered, etc.

This illustrates the
willingness of Christ
to be our substitute,
suffering unjustly



[image: image6.png]The Hebrew Poetry Pattern in Isaiah 53:7

He was oppressed and
He was afflicted,

yet He did not open His mouth;

like a sheep that is silent before its shearers,
so He did not open His mouth.

The last part of verse 7
is a small chiasm
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Now Jesus stood before the governor, and
the governor questioned Him, saying, "Are
You the King of the Jews?" And Jesus said to
him, "It is as you say." 12 And while He was
being accused by the chief priests and elders,
He did not answer. 13 Then Pilate said to Him,
"Do You not hear how many things they testify
against You?" 14 And He did not answer him
with regard to even a single charge, so the
governor was quite amazed.
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Early in the morning the chief priests with

the elders and scribes and the whole Council,
immediately held a consultation; and binding
Jesus, they led Him away and delivered Him
to Pilate. 2 Pilate questioned Him, "Are You
the King of the Jews?" And He answered him,
"It is as you say." 3 The chief priests began to
accuse Him harshly. 4 Then Pilate questioned
Him again, saying, "Do You not answer? See
how many charges they bring against You!"

5 But Jesus made no further answer; so
Pilate was amazed.
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[image: image10.png]The Isaiah 53:4-7 message in 1 Peter 2:21-25

For you have been called for this purpose, 9
since Christ also suffered for you, leaving V-

you an example for you to follow in His steps,
22 who committed no sin, nor was any deceit<+—
found in His mouth; 23 and while being reviled
He did not revile in return; while suffering, He +—
uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself

to Him who judges righteously; 24 and v.7

He Himself bore our sins in His body on the
cross, so that we might die to sin and live to
righteousness; for by His wounds you were
healed. 25 For you were continually straying
like sheep, but now you have returned to the
Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.
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By oppression and judgment He was

taken away; and as for His generation,

who considered that He was cut off out of
the land of the living for the transgression
of my people, to whom the stroke was due?

By oppression and judgment: Rather than
view these word definitions individually, it
seems best to understand this as a standard

phrase somewhat like, “By process of law...”.
Christ was dealt with by both Jewish & Roman
authorities, even if He was accused falsely.




[image: image12.png]Isaiah 53:8

By oppression and judgment He was
taken away; and as for His generation,
who considered that He was cut off out of

the land of the living for the transgression
of my people, to whom the stroke was due?

taken away: This means more than just
taken out of the court or taken somewhere
else. It is a shortened form of “taken away

to be executed” (compare to “cut off out of
the land” later in verse 8; also see this same
word in Proverbs 24:11 & Ezekiel 33:4-6).
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By oppression and judgment He was
taken away; and as for His generation,
who considered that He was cut off out of

the land of the living for the transgression
of my people, to whom the stroke was due?

generation: This word has the idea of
circularity — pointing to Christ’'s own

contemporaries, who were the ‘circle of
His peers’.




[image: image14.png]From the betrayal of Jeremiah the Prophet

Jeremiah 11:19

But | was like a gentle lamb led to the
slaughter; and | did not know that they had
devised plots against me, saying,

"Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, and let us
cut him off from the land of the living, that his
name be remembered no more."
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By oppression and judgment He was
taken away; and as for His generation,
who considered that He was cut off out of

the land of the living for the transgression
of my people, to whom the stroke was due?

who considered: Of those who lived at the
time of Christ & saw what took place, how
many of them “got it"? How many of them

understood what was really happening in &
through Christ? How many saw what God
was accomplishing through Jesus Christ?




[image: image16.png]Jesus spoke to the disciples in Luke 18:31-34

Then He took the twelve aside and said to
them, "Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem,
and all things which are written through

the prophets about the Son of Man will be
accomplished. 32 For He will be handed
over to the Gentiles, and will be mocked and
mistreated and spit upon, 33 and after they
have scourged Him, they will kill Him; and
the third day He will rise again." 34 But the
disciples understood none of these things,
and the meaning of this statement was
hidden from them, and they did not
comprehend the things that were said.
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By oppression and judgment He was

taken away; and as for His generation,

who considered that He was cut off out of
the land of the living for the transgression
of my people, to whom the stroke was due?

The last half of verse 8 conveys, “Christ died
for our sins, even though we were the ones

who should, by any & all measures of justice,
have been the ones to receive the penalty,
directly upon ourselves.”




[image: image20.png]Isaiah 53:9

His grave was assigned with wicked men, yet
He was with a rich man in His death, because
He had done no violence, nor was there any
deceit in His mouth.

Roman soldiers were to stand (never sit
or lie down) at a crucifixion. It was their
assignment that the ones they crucified -
the lowest of the low — were not removed

from the cross before they died. The
centurion had to testify to Pilate that Christ
was truly dead, like all the ‘other criminals’,
before His body could be taken away.
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His grave was assigned with wicked men, yet
He was with a rich man in His death, because
He had done no violence, nor was there any
deceit in His mouth.

Why was Christ's grave ‘assigned’ with
wicked men? The usual expectation was
that the bodies of those who had been
crucified (never a pretty sight), being

considered the worst of criminals, would
be thrown in the public dump along with
other burning & rotting refuse. This was
a further warning not to violate Rome’s laws
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His grave was assigned with wicked men, yet
He was with a rich man in His death, because
He had done no violence, nor was there any
deceit in His mouth.

Mark 15:42-47 & John 19:38-42 record how
Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the
body of Jesus, which was granted, once

the death was confirmed by the centurion.
With the assistance of Nicodemus, another
member of the Jewish council, he prepared
& buried Jesus’ body in a newly cut tomb.
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His grave was assigned with wicked men, yet
He was with a rich man in His death, because
He had done no violence, nor was there any
deceit in His mouth.

Though Christ took upon Himself the penalty
of the sins of the whole world (1 John 2:2),
in satisfaction of God’s holiness & justice,

He Himself did not deserve that penalty of
death on a cross & God’s condemnation for
our sins: He had done no violence, nor was
there any deceit in His mouth.




[image: image24.png]The gospel in 1 Corinthians 15:3-4

3 For | delivered to you as of first importance
what | also received, that Christ died for our
sins+ according to the Scriptures, 4 and that
He was buried++, and that He was raised*
on the third day according to the Scriptures...

+ Isaiah 53:4-6,8,10-12 | The three things to
++ Isaiah 53:9 be believed about
* |saiah 53:10-12 Christ, in order for a

person to be saved,
are prophesied in
Isaiah 53




[image: image25.png]One more really big little thing...

* Built within the « “....but these have
understanding of been written so that
the word “Christ” you may believe
is that He is deity that Jesus is the
= the Son of God Christ, the Son of

God; and that
believing you may
have life in His
name.” John 20:31



[image: image26.png]


[image: image27.png]









Holly Hills Bible Church – Isaiah Series #50– December 31, 2006

Isaiah Chapters 52-53 - Isaiah 53:7-9 - page 3 of 3


