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This is the 2" account of
bringing water from a rock

1) Exodus 17:1-7, ¢ This account will not
right after the directly address our
people of Israel contrast between
leave Egypt. Law & Grace, but it

2) Almost 40 years is included because
later, in Numbers there are so many

20:1-13, just before  spiritual truths to be
the people of Israel ~ drawn from this one
enter the land God event in the life of
promised to them. Moses, & of Israel.
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Miriam dies

¢ Miriam, Moses’ & ¢ Miriam had also
Aaron’s sister, died joined Aaron in
there at Kadesh. complaining

« Miriam had led the against Moses
musical celebration (Numbers 12).
when the Israelites <« Now Miriam would
crossed through the die before seeing
sea (Exodus 15). the promised land.

Miriam was among those who died in unbelief.
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The people thus contended with Moses and
spoke, saying,
"If only we had perished when
our brothers perished before the Lord! 4

Why then have you
brought the Lord's assembly
into this wilderness,
for us and our beasts to die here? 5

Why have you
made us come up from Egypt,
to bring us in to this wretched place?

It is not a place
of grain or figs or vines or pomegranates,
nor is there water to drink."
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Faithless complaining

* In spite of many » The Israelites were
miraculous events often either afraid to
since just before die or wished they

leaving Egypt, over had died.
a period of almost  « \While God Himself

40 years, the had brought them
people of Israel out of Egypt, they
come again to blamed Moses for it.

complain against

Moses & Aaron. * And, they were both

hungry & thirsty.
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Wherever you go on earth,
you’re always passing through

* We will indeed find + This earth is just a
some places &some  getting ready kind

circumstances on of place — getting
this earth better us ready for what’s
than others. next — heaven.

» But wherever God » So we ought not to
has you now, you get so wrapped up
just won’t be there in God’s process of
forever & always. getting us ready...

...that we lose sight of where we’re headed.
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Moses & Aaron go before the Lord

* Moses & Aaron go  * They were to take

before the Lord in Moses’ rod, gather
the doorway in the the people, speak
tent of meeting. to the rock, & the

e The g|ory of the water would flow,
Lord shone about so that the people
them as the Lord & their animals
spoke to them. could drink.

In Exodus 17 Moses was to strike the rock, but
in Numbers 20. Moses was to speak to the rock.
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Moses started to do
just as the Lord said

* Moses did take his + But Moses started
rod, just as the Lord to ad lib after that.

said for him to do. ¢ Instead of speaking
» And Moses gathered  to the rock as God

the people of Israel, had said, Moses
just as the Lord had spoke to the people
said for him to do. —in anger!

Instead of speaking to the rock,
Moses struck the rock — twice!
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Moses presented bringing
water from the rock as his own act

» Moses not only « And as he did so,
didn’t do exactly he called the people
what God had said, of Israel ‘rebels’.
but he also spoke S0 not only did he
as if bringing the speak to the people,
water _from the rock instead of to the
was his & Aaron’s rock, but he spoke
accomplishment, in anger, taking

instead of God's. credit for the water.
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Moses’ failure would
have consequences

* For Moses’ errors ¢ Moses would not

in this one event, be allowed to lead
after almost 40 the Israelites into
years of leading nor even enter the
the Israelites in the promised land.
wilderness, would « He would only be
have rather severe allowed to view
consequences: the land from afar.

Moses will walk the land when he is resurrected.
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What was the problem, er, problems?

* Moses didn't listen  + The rock was a
carefully; just doing picture of God &
something like what of Christ himself
was done before is (Deuteronomy 32 &
not what God had 1 Corinthians 10:4),
in mind at all - God so striking the rock
intended for Moses twice in anger was
to glorify Him. not respectful of Him.

God wants to use us as His instruments,
not for us to do it on our own, & take the credit.
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For | do not want you to be unaware,
brethren, that our fathers were

all under the cloud and
all passed through the sea; 2 and
all were baptized into Moses
in the cloud and
in the sea; 3 and
all ate  the same spiritual food; 4 and

all drank the same spiritual drink,
for they were  drinking
from a spiritual rock
which followed them;
and the rock was Christ.
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Moses & Aaron both
received the consequences

» So why did Aaron » Aaron had been

also receive the there all along,
consequences when God spoke
when it was Moses to Moses, & knew
who had said & what God had said
done what was & had stood by
wrong in the way silently while Moses
that the water was erred, rather than
brought out from correcting Moses

the rock? in his errors.
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Because Moses & Aaron erred

in what they did & didn’t do...
« Because Moses & * No, God mercifully

Aaron both erred & graciously made
in what they did & the water come out
didn’t do, God then of the rock anyway,
withheld the water in spite of both
from the rock so Moses’ & Aaron’s
that the Israelites errors, & even the

had nowater, right? people’s complaints.

God’s mercy & His grace depend upon Him.
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The Law is not the same as Grace,
but this event under Law points to Christ

¢ As 1 Corinthians « The Passover lamb,
10:4 makes clear, the sacrifices under
this rock from which the Law of Moses, &
the water flowed this account of the
was to represent rock all point to
Christ — God’s Christ.
merciful & gracious .« |jke Moses was
provision of life for intended to do, we
all of us. are to speak to...

| ...Christ the Rock. |
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