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Persecution, salt, light, law & entry

» Jesus speaks about
how a Jew would
suffer persecution
for the sake of
Christ, but be
rewarded for it.

* He then tells the
Jews listening that
they are the salt &
light of the world.

Christ says that

He didn’t come to
abolish the Law,

but to fulfill it, &

that ranking in the
kingdom would be
by law keeping now.

He sets the standard
of kingdom entry as
above their leaders.
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Happy persecution day?

« Jesus uses the first

word of the eight
‘beatitudes’ & the
theme of the eighth
‘beatitude’ as a
turning point to say
more about how a
Jew would suffer
persecution for

the sake of Christ.

¢ For Israelites who

proclaim Jesus to
be the Messiah, the
King of Israel, & for
those in the Church
who proclaim Christ
to be deity & savior,
persecution awaits,
but will be rewarded
by God.
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The salt

* The Latin word » Salty rocks were
from which we get used for all these
our word ‘salary’ purposes, but were
meant ‘salt money’. thrown out into the

+ Salt was valued, & roadway when most
used for seasoning, of the salt had been
as a preservative, leached out of them
& as an antiseptic. by repeated use.

The Jews were to have a good influence
on the rest of world — the Gentile nations
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Israel will be the light of the world

» God had Isaiah write these words about
the people & land of Israel in the kingdom:

+ |saiah 60:1-3, "Arise, shine; for your light
has come, and the glory of the Lord has
risen upon you, and deep darkness the
peoples [Gentiles]; but the Lord will rise
upon you and His glory will appear upon
you. 3 "Nations [Gentiles] will come to
your light, and kings to the brightness
of your rising.
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in Christ who is the Light: Ephesians 5:6-9

Let no one deceive you with empty words,
for because of these things the wrath of God
comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7
Therefore do not be partakers with them; 8
for you were formerly darkness, but now you
are Light in the Lord; walk as children of
Light 9 (for the fruit of the Light consists in
all goodness and righteousness and truth)...
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Lit lamps in Israel’s land

» Lamps typically » At no time was the
burned olive oil, lamp placed under
& the woman of a basket or cover,
the house was but was placed on
responsible to a shelf or stand
keep the lamp where it would
lit all of the time. shed its light.

Spiritual light was to be visible to others
for God’s glory — not the glory of a man.
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What Jesus came to do
...may surprise you!

» Among the people  + But among us in

of Israel, Jesus the church, Christ’'s
came to keep the death accomplished
Law of Moses, to our dying to the Law
uphold it, & to keep of Moses, so that
the Law pure from the life of Christ

the corruption of Himself would do
Jewish traditions. the living in us!

Romans 7:4-6 & Galatians 2:19, 20
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Christ fulfilled & will fulfill
the Law & the Prophets (1)
* Christ fulfilled the * And Christ died

Law & the Prophets the death for all
by living righteously of us that the Law

in full accordance requires of each
with all of the 613 Law-breaker, &
Laws of Moses, & as the prophets
by fulfilling all that said He would do.
was prophesied « His death also
about Him in the ratified Israel’s

Law & the Prophets. New Covenant.
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Christ fulfilled & will fulfill
the Law & the Prophets (2)

» Additionally, Christ
will fulfill everything
that the Law & the
Prophets said that
He would fulfill in
His second coming
& reigning in the
coming kingdom
as King of Israel...

and as the King
of kings & Lord
of lords over all
of the Gentiles.

Every prophecy
about Him will be
fulfilled until the
day heaven &
earth pass away.



[image: image11.png]Kots or ‘tittle’ — the smallest stroke
on the letters in the Hebrew alphabet.

kots or “tittle”

yod yod with tittle lamed lamed with tittle

A Yod — the smallest letter
in the Hebrew alphabet.
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Kingdom rank & kingdom entry

* Verse 19 provides  + Verse 20 provides

a relative ranking the standard of

in the kingdom righteousness by
based on one’s the Law of Moses
law teaching & that exceeds that
compliance. of the Pharisees.

Christ here first presents a shocking

revelation to the Israelites: Not every
Jew would enter the coming kingdom!
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For | say to you that unless your righteousness
surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees,
you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.

Matthew 7:13-14

Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is
wide and the way is broad that leads to
destruction, and there are many who enter
through it. 14 For the gate is small and the
way is narrow that leads to life, and there are
few who find it.
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At that time the disciples came to Jesus and
said, "Who then is greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?" 2 And He called a child to Himself
and set him before them, 3 and said, "Truly |
say to you, unless you are converted and
become like children, you will not enter the
kingdom of heaven.
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(see also Luke 18:24,25 & Mark 10:23-25)

And Jesus said to His disciples, "Truly | say to
you, it is hard for a rich man to enter the
kingdom of heaven. 24 Again | say to you, it is
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle, than for a rich man to enter the
kingdom of God."
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"Which of the two did the will of his father?"
They said, "The first." Jesus said to them,
"Truly | say to you that the tax collectors and
prostitutes will get into the kingdom of God
before you."

Matthew 23:13

But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites, because you shut off the kingdom
of heaven from people; for you do not enter
in yourselves, nor do you allow those who
are entering to go in.




See also Matthew 7:21-23
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