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What not to do & what to do instead

» Giving to the poor » But the rabbis came

was to be done to place great value
generously under on the giving of alms
the Law of Moses to the poor in Israel,
(Deuteronomy & there were many

15:7-11). who were poor.

But Jesus said that the Israelites who gave

alms to the poor ought to seek reward from
God rather than recognition from others.
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Blessed & rewarded
— how & from where?

» The people of Israel + We in the church

were all blessed in are blessed in the
earthly ways if they heavenly places in
obeyed the Law of Christ, before we do
Moses. or don’t do anything!

But reward for both Israel & the church

comes from heaven, & does depend upon
what we do, but as God looks on the heart.
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Praying in public — is it sinful?

» Jesus says that » So did Jesus tell
public praying, so them that praying in
as to be seen, with public is ‘off limits’?
the hope of making . Jesus Himself often
a good impression prayed in public, so
on others, is not it seems that the
rewardable & is problem is with
hypocritical. the motive.

God knows the motive, & He listens to
the heart of a believer who is praying.
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As the Gentiles do...

¢ The Gentiles, as « So Jesus lets them
they presumed to know that it is not
understand what just the number of
influences a god, times that a prayer
would devise a is said that will have
variety of means an influence on the
to pray the same real God, but prayer
thing repeatedly. from the heart.

God does not need us to pray to make
Him aware, nor should we ‘harass’ Him.




[image: image5.png]‘The Lord’s Prayer’ is from Matthew 6:9-13

'Our Father who is in heaven,
Hallowed be Your name. 10
Your kingdom come.

Your will be done,

On earthasit isinheaven. 11

Give us this day our daily bread. 12
And forgive us our debts,

as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13
And do not lead us into temptation,

but deliver us from the evil one.

For Yours is the kingdom and
the power and
the glory forever. Amen.'
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Exalted and hallowed be His great name
in the world which he created
according to his will.

May He let His kingdom rule
in your lifetime and
in your days and
in the lifetime

of the whole house of Israel
speedily and soon.

Praised be his great name
from eternity to eternity.

And to this, say: Amen.
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Bring me not into

the power of sin,

And not into
the power of guilt,

And not into
the power of temptation,

And not into
the power of anything shameful.
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‘Our Father

* ‘Our Father’ is a .
term that would
be taken as an
appropriate way
to address God.

» But Jesus would
soon shock all the
Jews by referringto
God as ‘My Father’
(Matthew 7:21).

No rabbi, or any
Jew, would dare
referto God in that
way, implying a
unique & special
relationship with
God the Father.

‘The Lord’s prayer’
isn’t one that Christ
would have prayed.
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The Bible’s three heavens

Then God said, “...let birds fly above the
earth in the open expanse of the heavens.*
The first heaven in Genesis 1:20

“...I will greatly bless you, and | will greatly

multiply your seed as the stars of the heavens”
The second heaven in Genesis 22:17

“...such a man was caught up to the third
heaven...Paradise”

The third heaven in 2 Corinthians 12:2, 4
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‘Hallowed be your name’

‘Hallowed be your
name’ is a desire
or wish that God’s
name is treated as
holy —set apart, as
God Himself is set
apart from the rest
of His creation.

¢ A ‘name’ in Hebrew

usage is the nature,
character, or person
rather than the set
of sounds or letters
that we associate
with that person
(Matthew 7:22).

May God’s character or essence be
treated as holy & set apart — with reverence.
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‘Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done’

» Jesus has this * The prayer likewise

prayer express a expresses a desire
wish for the Father's  or wish that the

kingdomtocome, as Father’s will be
implied, ‘to earth’. done on earth.

God’s kingdom, the kingdom of heaven
come to earth, is the coming kingdom
reign of Christ on earth as King of Israel
& the King of kings & Lord of lords over
the Gentiles, & is also Christ’s kingdom.
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The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary;
for you have found favor with God. 31 And
behold, you will conceive in your womb and
bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. 32
He will be great and will be called the Son of
the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him
the throne of His father David; 33 and He will
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and

His kingdom will have no end."
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in Matthew 13:41-42

"The Son of Man will send forth His angels,
and they will gather out of His kingdom all
stumbling blocks, and those who commit
lawlessness, 42 and will throw them into
the furnace of fire; in that place there will
be weeping and gnashing of teeth."

Christ’s kingdom in 2 Timothy 4:1

| solemnly charge you in the presence of God
and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living
and the dead, and by His appearing and His
kingdom:

Enforced by law
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Daily bread

» Since people do » But this prayer puts
generally work for into perspective the
their daily physical truth that we would
provisions, we can have daily nothing
sometimes get the without God’s open
impression that we & gracious provision
are the ones who in all of the physical
should get the realm, for each one

credit. of us.
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Debts & forgiveness

¢ Matthew 6:9-13 has < Since Christ was

been known as the uniquely born with-
Lord’s prayer. out sin, & He did not
« \We have in verse sin, He didn’t ask
12, however, one for forgiveness.
more reason that » For us, having been
Christ would not forgiven is to be our
have prayed this: motive for forgiving:

Ephesians 4:32, “...forgiving each other,
just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.”
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Temptation & Deliverance

» While it was quite e James 2:1, “Count

appropriate for the it all joy when you
Jews to pray not fall into diverse

to be led into any temptations” (KJV).
temptation &to be . Ephesians 6:13;
delivered from evil, James 4:7, & 1

we in the church do Peter 5:9 all say
not operate on the for us to resist

same principles. the evil one.
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So David blessed the Lord in the sight of all
the assembly; and David said, "Blessed are
You, O Lord God of Israel our father, forever
and ever. 11 Yours, O Lord, is the greatness
and the power and the glory and the victory
and the majesty, indeed everything that is in
the heavens and the earth; Yours is the
dominion, O Lord, and You exalt Yourself as
head over all. 12 Both riches and honor come
from You, and You rule over all, and in Your
hand is power and might; and it lies in Your
hand to make great and to strengthen
everyone. 13 Now therefore, our God, we
thank You, and praise Your glorious name."
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Forgiven, if you forgive...

« Jesus clarified the

intent of verse 12
of what has become
known as the Lord’s
prayer, which is that
forgiveness came if
a believing ethnic
Israelite forgave
others.

¢ But for us who are

in the body of Christ
forgiveness is one
of our unconditional
blessings in Christ
(Ephesians 1:3, 7;
4:32), which is to
be our motive to
forgive others.
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Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in
Christ... In Him we have redemption through
His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of His grace...

Ephesians 4:32

Be kind to one another, tender-hearted,
forgiving each other, just as God in Christ
also has forgiven you.
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Forgive us our debts

¢ Sins, in Jewish » For us in the body
tradition, were of Christ, our debts
looked upon as as spiritual obliga-
spiritual debts to tions were nailed to
God that required the cross of Christ
payment, so verse (Colossians 2:12-
12 presents sins as 14), an |OU that was
debts (compare cancelled onthe day

Luke 11:2-4). we died with Christ.
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» This passage has » That means is the

told us that motive energizing, enabling
matters, & for us in & empowering by
the body of Christ, the Holy Spirit & the
grace is our motive. life of Christ in &

+ God has provided through us.
the means forusin  + And the opportunity
the body of Christ before us who are
to do what God already blessed is
desires of us. to be used of God.
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