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Hearts, eyes & what one cannot do

» Today’s passage * Verses 19-21sayto
has four partstoit: store up treasures

* \Verses 16-18 are in heaven, but not
about the subject treasures on earth.
of fasting, which, * Verses 22-23 give
like prayer, is to us spiritual insight
be done with a about our eyes.
focus on God, & « Verse 24 tells us
not on gaining the that we can't serve

attention of others. both God & money.
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“Whenever you fast...”

» Fasting was not a » So since fasts were

practice that was never required by
ever commanded the Law of Moses,
in Israel, except by we see that Jesus
command of a king, says, “Whenever
but it was a custom you fast...”.
among the Jews « Jews fasted by
since at least the tradition or as part

time of the judges. of a vow (whenever).
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What fasting is not for

» Fasting is not a » Fasting is not to
way to ‘put God become a point of
over a barrel’ or legalism or human
to ‘force His hand’, accomplishment for
as if we could do our satisfaction or
such a thing. to impress others,

« Fasting is not a setting oneself up
way to pursue a for condemnation
‘spiritual feeling’, if the set goal is

even if others do. not achieved.
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Fasting is not uniquely
Jewish, Christian, or even ‘religious’

» Fasting has been
a part of Buddhism,
Hinduism, Judaism,
Islam & Christianity,
& has been done for
health purposes.

The last mention of
fasting in the Bible
in a church context
was in Acts 13 & 14.

e So it can be said

that fasting is not
required for Jews

or Christians, but
that we who live &
breathe the principle
of grace, may fast—
that is, we are free
to do so to focus

on the Lord.
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Don’t store up — anything?

» |IsJesussayingthat + So Jesus is not

we shouldn’t save telling them that
up for anything — they shouldn’t save
even for a real & up to provide forthe
valid future need? anticipated needs

« No, He is making of oneself & family.
a comparison in * Heissayingto place
the extremes, as a greater value on
in hating mother & spiritual things than

fathervs.loving God.  the physical things.
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Five Crowns*:
« Victor's Crown: 1 Corinthians 9:25

¢ Church Founder’s Crown: 1 Thessalonians
2:19,20

» Rapture Lover's Crown: 2 Timothy 4.8
» Elder’s Crown for Service: 1 Peter 5:2-4
¢ Trial Crown: James 1:12; Revelation 2:10

Three Rewards:

» Solid Foundation Reward: 1 Corinthians 3:14
» Voluntary Service Reward: 1 Corinthians 9:17
 Inheritance Reward: Colossians 3:23, 24

*stefanos = victor's crown in athletic competition
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Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every

spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in
Christ...

Ephesians 2:6-7
...and raised us up with Him, and seated
us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ
Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come He might

show the surpassing riches of His grace in
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
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For our citizenship is in heaven, from which
also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ;

Colossians 3:2-4

Set your mind on the things above, not on the
things that are on earth. 3 For you have died
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4
When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then
you also will be revealed with Him in glory.
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The eyes have it

* In the Sermon on » But Jesus is not just
the Mount (chapters being an amateur

5-7 of Matthew) ophthalmologist or
Jesus speaks of telling people to
‘eyes’ more than take good care
once each chapter. of their eyes.

In verses 22 & 23 Jesus is talking about

how one views the world, spiritually
speaking, contrasting darkness & light.
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that we have five have the ‘analog’
senses in the E of these five in the

physical realm... spiritual realm!

give the body information through

Hearing

by using by using by using by using by using
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[image: image11.png]Each of the five senses in the physical realm
has an ‘analog’ in the spiritual realm:

Ephesians 1:18-19a;
“the eyes of your heart”

1 Peter 2:3,
‘you have tasted”

Hebrews 5:11-14,
“dull of hearing...”

2 Corinthians 2:14-16,
“the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him”

Ephesians 4:19,
‘being past feeling”.



[image: image12.png]PHYSICAL REALM SPIRITUAL REALM

FIVE FIVE
SENSES SENSES
BRAIN = - --S0UL

M .......
HEBREWS

4:12

A BIBLICAL PHYSICAL / SPIRITUAL ANATOMY
|



[image: image13.png]Ephesians 1:18

| pray that the eyes of your heart may be
[literally, ‘having been’], enlightened...

Ephesians 5:8

...for you were formerly darkness, but now
you are Light in the Lord; walk as children+
of Light [God is Light: 1 John 1:5].

+ to be a ‘child of’ or a ‘son of’ in the Bible,
unless it is a literal relationship, means to
be like in character & close in relationship.
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"No one can serve two masters;
for either

he will hate the one and

love the other,
or

he will be devoted to one and
despise the other.

You cannot serve God and wealth."

In this verse hate & love, devoted & despise
are expressed as extremes to emphasize

the impossibility of serving both fully & equally.
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What do these have in common?

» Fasting, which is
optional for us in the
body of Christ, as in
prayer which is not,
is to be focused on
the Lord, & from the
heart — not toward
other people or just
to enhance one’s
sense of self worth.

The rest of this
passage is about
placing the highest
value on spiritual
relationships, the
first of whichis our
relationship with
the Lord Himself.

Only then does our
life here make sense.
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