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Judges, logs, dogs,
swine, fish, snakes & gold!

« Thefirst 12 verses + As Jesus does so,
of Matthew chapter He will tell them not

7 contain graphic to judge, &then use
points of spiritual logs, dogs, swine,
& moral instruction, fish & snakes as

as Jesus continues illustrations, & finish
to tell the Israelites this series of moral
about the Law of & spiritual lessons

Moses inview of the by presenting the
coming kingdom. ‘golden rule’.



[image: image2.png]Matthew 7:1-12

We’re going to find...

» As we study this + there will be some
passage, we are really great truths
going to find that for us to learn from
though Jesus was in these 12 verses,
speaking to those because God does
under the Law of not change & we
Moses, & we are have needs in
under the principle common with
of grace... the Israelites.

The Law, by contrast, helps us understand grace!
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To judge or not to judge,
that is the question!

« Jesus tells His * Now, we have a
listeners that they really big problem!
are not to judge! « The Law of Moses

» Then He says that requires them to
to the extent that judge themselves
they do judge &in & others!
the manner that « And the next things
they judge, they that Jesus will tell
themselves will them will instruct on

be judged! & call for judging!
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What appears to be a conflict in
God’s word is a call to look carefully

* Human beings can + The Law of Moses
tend to embrace commanded that
things that conflict, Israelites judge, &
rather than examine Christ Himself used
the word even more the word ‘judge’ as

carefully to discern an imperative —
why the apparent ‘you must judge?l’
conflicts are there. —inJohn 7:24.

So Jesus must have a particular quality
of judging that He is warning about.
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"Do not judge according to appearance,
but judge with righteous judgment.”

John 8:15-18 (see also John 5:30)

"You judge according to the flesh; | am not
judging anyone. 16 But even if | do judge, My
judgment is true; for [ am not alone in it, but |
and the Father who sent Me. 17 Even in your
law it has been written that the testimony of
two men is true. 18 | am He who testifies
about Myself, and the Father who sent

Me testifies about Me."
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So what'’s the problem with judging?

* We see fromthese  + Instead, judging is

passages that the to be just, righteous
judging that Jesus &true, &there must
is warning about is be an authority &
judging that is on responsibility fora
the surface - it is person to judge.
superficial - & it is « Under both Law
according to the & Grace, we are to
flesh, being from a first judge ourselves

human viewpoint. (1 Corinthians 11:31).
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Logs & specks

* These verses place
a priority on dealing
with sin — judging.
The one to judge

& deal with first
is oneself.

John 8:7, “He

who is without sin
among you, let him
be the first to throw
a stone at her.”

» The same principle
under Law is also
valid under Grace.

¢ In Galatians 6:1,
Paul has written,
“Brethren, even if
anyone is caughtin
any trespass, you
who are spiritual,
restore such a one
in a spirit of gentle-
ness; each one
looking to yourself,
so that you too will
not be tempted.”



[image: image8.png]Matthew 7:6

Dogs & swine

¢ There are two « A swine, of course,
words for ‘dog’ was not only an
in the Greek. unclean animal by

* Oneis a pet dog, the Law of Moses,
but the word Jesus but when Jesus
used is for a dog described them
that was vicious, as vicious, He was
roaming, mangy, not exaggerating
& eating food the in the least — they

Jews could not. can be dangerous!
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Why the caution about dogs & swine?

* The Jews would call * The Jewish leaders
the Gentiles dogs & could not recognize
swine, both of which holiness when they

the Law of Moses saw it, & they set no

called ‘unclean’. value on truth, even
« But it is likely that from God himself.

He was not referring + Jesus said these

to the Gentiles, but strain out a gnat &

to Jewish leaders swallow a camel

who rejected truth. (Matthew 23:24).
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Ask, seek & knock

» Jesus tells his * Knock? In New
listeners to ask, Testament times,
seek, & knock. when a person who

« Why? knew you knocked

on your door, the
person also called
out who they were
as they knocked.

So to knock implied looking for fellowship.

« Because God does
desire that we ask
of Him & seek Him.
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‘Ask, seek & knock’
is also about God’s character

¢ God’s intent when » God is personal,

we come to Him in & we are called to
faith is benevolent. interact with Him
» God knows what personally because

we need, so we are we have been made
notjust approaching  in His image.

Him to inform Him » \We are beings with
of what we need, physical & spiritual
nor is God just needs & God can
playing a game. provide for them.
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What are the aspects of
‘the image & likeness of God’ in mankind?

* It is a personal * It is an inferpersonal
image & likeness image & likeness
(Genesis 2:19-23) (Genesis 1:26;

« ltis a spiritual 1 John 1:3)
image & likeness * It is an authority
(1Corinthians 15:45)  image & likeness

« It is a moral (Genesis 1:26)
image & likeness * It is a creafive

(Ephesians 4:22-24; image & likeness
Colossians 3:9-10) (Exodus 25:8,9)
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‘Ask, seek & knock’

» Ask, seek & knock  + Seeking is just
are really focusing approaching God,
on prayer - personal who is the Creator
communication with of all things & with

God Himself. Whom we have a

« Asking is making privileged access.
requests of God, » Knocking speaks of
since He is the personal approach,
Provider & we are & our intent to have

people of needs. fellowship with Him.
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The Golden Rule

* The Law of Moses  + So what Jesus said
said that a Jew was was a restating or
to love his neighbor rewording of the
as himself (Leviticus same principle
19:18). of loving.

Loving one’s neighbor also applies tothe
body of Christ as well, but not under the

principle of the Law of Moses, but under
grace — because we’ve been shown love.
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The Law & the Prophets

* ‘The Law & the * The Law [of Moses]
Prophets’ was an was the beginning
expression for the of those books, &
entire set of books the Prophets were
we have come to at the end, so this
call the Old expression meant
Testament. ‘beginning to end’.

Similar expressions would be:
in Hebrew — Aleph & Tov
in Greek — Alpha & Omega
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Most of what is in this passage...

* Most of what is * And the reasons
in this passage is are that God does
the same or similar not change, & that
for those under the He has created all
Law of Moses as of us in His image,
it is for us living & that the morality
by Grace as the is based on the
reigning principle. character of God.

Finally, our needs in the body of Christ,
& those of the Jews, are much the same.
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